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All VA Regional Offices and Centers


 

 

SUBJ: Recently Authorized Military Awards     

 

 

What is the Purpose of This Letter?

 

The purpose of this letter is to notify all field stations of the following:

· Five awards have recently been established 
· Eligibility and Department of Defense criteria for these awards 
· The significance of these awards for VA benefits cases 
 

Who is Eligible for the Awards?

 

Combat Action Badge

 
· Service members may be eligible for the Combat Action Badge if they

·         Performed assigned duties in an area where hostile fire pay or imminent danger pay is authorized;

·         Were personally present and actively engaged or were engaged by the enemy; and
·         Performed satisfactorily in accordance with the prescribed rules of engagement.
 

The Combat Action Badge is similar to the Combat Infantryman Badge except that it is awarded to service members who have a military occupational specialty other than infantry or special forces. The Department of Defense expects to begin awarding the Combat Action Badge this summer.  
 

Global War on Terrorism Expeditionary Medal 

 

Service members who participated in Operation Enduring Freedom or Operation Iraqi Freedom anytime between October 24, 2001 and April 30, 2005 are eligible to receive the Global War on 
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Terrorism Expeditionary Medal if they participated in either operation for 30 consecutive days or 60 nonconsecutive days, or meet one of the following criteria:

·         Engaged in actual combat against the enemy under circumstances involving grave danger of death or serious bodily harm, regardless of time in the area of eligibility.
·         Were killed, wounded, or injured requiring medical evacuation from the area of eligibility, regardless of time in the area.
·         Participated as a regularly assigned air crew member flying sorties over the area of eligibility, with each day that one or more sorties are flown counting as one day toward the 30 or 60-day requirement.
 

The Department of Defense stopped awarding this medal effective May 1, 2005.

 

Global War on Terrorism Service Medal

 

· Service members may be eligible for the Global War on Terrorism Service Medal if they participated in or served in support of Operations Enduring Freedom, Noble Eagle, or Iraqi Freedom for 30 consecutive days or 60 nonconsecutive days, or meet one of the following criteria: 

·         Engaged in actual combat, regardless of time in the operation.

·         Were killed, wounded, or injured requiring medical evacuation from the operation.

 

Afghanistan Campaign Medal

 

Service members may be eligible for the Afghanistan Campaign Medal if they served in direct support of Operation Enduring Freedom on or after October 24, 2001 to a future date to be determined by the Secretary of Defense or the cessation of the operation.  The area of eligibility encompasses all land area of the country of Afghanistan and all air space above the land area.  The service member must have been assigned, attached or mobilized to units operating in these areas of eligibility for 30 consecutive days or 60 nonconsecutive days, or meet one of the following criteria:

·         Engaged in combat during an armed engagement, regardless of time in the area of eligibility.

·         Wounded or injured while participating in an operation or on official duties and required medical evacuation from the area of eligibility.

·         While participating as a regularly assigned air crewmember flew sorties into, out of, within or over the area of eligibility in direct support of the military operations; each day of operations counts as one day of eligibility.

The Department of Defense began issuing this medal on May 1, 2005.  
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Iraq Campaign Medal

 

Service members may be eligible for the Iraq Campaign Medal if they served in direct support of Operation Iraqi Freedom on or after March 19, 2003, to a future date to be determined by the Secretary of Defense or the cessation of the operation.  The area of eligibility encompasses all land area of the country of Iraq, the contiguous water area out to 12 nautical miles, and all air space above the land area and contiguous water area.  The service member must have been assigned, attached or mobilized to units operating in these areas of eligibility for 30 consecutive days or 60 nonconsecutive days, or meet one of the following criteria:

·         Engaged in combat during an armed engagement, regardless of time in the area of eligibility.

·         Wounded or injured while participating in an operation or on official duties and required medical evacuation from the area of eligibility.
·         While participating as a regularly assigned air crewmember flew sorties into, out of, within or over the area of eligibility in direct support of the military operations; each day of operations counts as one day of eligibility.

The effective date for issuance of this medal is May 1, 2005. 

 

Awards Proving the Veteran Engaged in Combat

 

Upon application, any eligible service member may be awarded the Afghanistan or Iraq Campaign Medal as a replacement for a Global War on Terrorism Expeditionary Medal previously awarded.  However, no service member shall be entitled to all three medals for the same act, achievement, or period of service.  

 

The Combat Action Badge is sufficient proof that the veteran engaged in combat with the enemy during a period of war, campaign, or expedition.  

 

The Global War on Terrorism Expeditionary Medal, Global War on Terrorism Service Medal, Afghanistan Campaign Medal or Iraq Campaign Medal are sufficient proof, only if it was awarded for being engaged in combat, as described under the criteria above.

 

Once it has been proven that the veteran engaged in combat, you should accept satisfactory lay or other evidence as sufficient proof that a disease or injury was incurred in or was aggravated by such combat, even though there is no official record of the incurrence or aggravation.  However, such evidence must be consistent with the circumstances, conditions, or hardships of the veteran’s military service, to be accepted as sufficient proof.   

 

Once such evidence has been accepted as sufficient proof of in-service incurrence or aggravation, it may only be rebutted by clear and convincing evidence to the contrary.  
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A DD Form 214 or other documents contained in the veteran’s Official Military Personnel File should confirm receipt of these medals.  The Personnel Information Exchange System (PIES) may also be used to electronically confirm that a veteran received one of these medals.
 

 

 

 

                                                                                         /s/


                                                                     Renée L. Szybala, Director

                                                                     
Compensation and Pension Service
