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TITLE: MEMORIALS

TEXT: Joshua 4:4-7; 1 Pet. 2:4-6; Mt. 26:6-13

INTRODUCTION: Sense this is Memorial Day Weekend I thought it only fitting to talk about memorials this morning.

  This weekend there is more focus upon memorials then at any other time of the year….

  Most cemeteries will see more traffic over this 3 day holiday weekend then they will the rest of the entire year.

 And what is it that has drawn so many of us to the cemetery this weekend? Memorials.
 Every tombstone in every cemetery across our nation is a memorial to the person who is buried there.
 And they, like all memorials, have a very specific purpose-- To call to remembrance the one whose name is engraved upon the stone.

 We go to the cemetery to remember our friends and loved ones who have died….

   A Man shares how he and his five-year-old daughter often walked through an old cemetery to reach the local playground. One day the little girl saw someone push a rod into the soil near a gravestone and hang a wreath on it. 

   She asked her dad. "Why did that man put a wreath there?" 

  The father replied; "He wanted to remember the person who died and is buried there.. 

   "Will someone do that for me when I die?" 

   "I'm sure they will," her father assured her, mentally preparing himself for the next question. 

   He said they walked in silence for a moment. Then she turned to him and said, "It won't be fair. All I'll see is the stick."

 God has always placed a lot of importance upon memorials all throughout human history…

 Whenever God wanted man to remember something of importance or significance He would instruct them to put up a memorial to help them remember that important or significant event.
 When the Israelites crossed over the Jordan river to enter the promised land, God told Joshua to have the leaders of the tribes of Israel lay stones in a heap in by the Jordan river to act as a memorial, a reminder to the people of what God had done for them in leading them into this new land of promise…..

Joshua 4:4 - 7 (NIV) 4So Joshua called together the twelve men he had appointed from the Israelites, one from each tribe,  5and said to them, “Go over before the ark of the LORD your God into the middle of the Jordan. Each of you is to take up a stone on his shoulder, according to the number of the tribes of the Israelites, 6to serve as a sign among you. In the future, when your children ask you, ‘What do these stones mean?’  7tell them that the flow of the Jordan was cut off before the ark of the covenant of the LORD. When it crossed the Jordan, the waters of the Jordan were cut off. These stones are to be a memorial to the people of Israel forever.”

 The Hebrew word we translate as memorial here is:

zik-rone'
From H2142; a memento (or memorable thing, day or writing):—memorial, record.

This method of memorializing was used all throughout the Bible. Whenever God wanted His people to remember something that was important He would instruct them to erect a memorial of that event so that when future generations would see the memorial and ask what it meant they could be told and their history and heritage and all that God had done for them would be preserved and passed on from one generation to the next through this process.

Most of the time these memorials or reminders would be made up of a pile of uncut stones placed in an arrangement that was un-natural, an arrangement that made it obvious that the stones had been placed there for this purpose.
 Such as a pile of stones heaped up along the Jordan river….

  They Israelite children of subsequent generations would see this pile of stones heaped up and ask their parents or grandparents why they were there and the parent or grandparent would tell them how God miraculously stopped the flow of the river so that they could enter their promised land on dry ground.
 When a loved one would die a memorial would be erected as a reminder of that person’s life. Most of the time back then that memorial would be a pile of stones over a grave or a large boulder to seal a tomb….

 Have you ever wondered why tombstones are most always made from stones such as granite or marble and not made from poured concrete?

 It is because stones are part of God’s creation and are not man made.  Stones are a creation of God and are meant to call to mind the creator.
That is why most often, even today, tombstones are carved from granite or marble or some other stone and not form manmade products such as concrete…. 

But there is another kind of memorial that Scripture speaks of that I want to talk about this morning.

 A memorial that is much more significant than any that we will find marking any grave in a cemetery, and that is the memorial that each of us is building, erecting, with the life that we live.
 Do you realize that your very life is a memorial in the making?
 This is what Peter is talking about in:

1 Peter 2:4 - 6 (NIV) 4As you come to him, the living Stone—rejected by men but chosen by God and precious to him— 5you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.  

Did you catch that?

4As you come to him, the living Stone—— 5you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood…
What kind of living stones are being referred to hear? 

Memorial stones! Living memorial stones!

In this context stones only had one purpose in Scripture.
 Stones were for the building of a memorial or altar.
 And what is an altar? An altar is a memorial. An alter is a place to remember God.
4As you come to him, (to Jesus), who is the living Stone—— 5you also, like living stones, (like Jesus) are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood…
Everything that we do and everything that we say becomes a part of the memorial stone of our life. 

Everything that we do or say is subject to becoming a part of the memorial of our life.  Things that other people will remember even long after we are gone.

We are living stones, Living memorials if you will.
Jesus gives us an example of this in:

Matthew 26:6 - 13 (NKJV) 6And when Jesus was in Bethany at the house of Simon the leper,  7a woman came to Him having an alabaster flask of very costly fragrant oil, and she poured it on His head as He sat at the table. 
 8But when His disciples saw it, they were indignant, saying, “Why this waste?  9For this fragrant oil might have been sold for much and given to the poor.” 10But when Jesus was aware of it, He said to them, “Why do you trouble the woman? For she has done a good work for Me.  11For you have the poor with you always, but Me you do not have always. 

 12For in pouring this fragrant oil on My body, she did it for My burial.  13Assuredly, I say to you, wherever this gospel is preached in the whole world, what this woman has done will also be told as a memorial to her.”

 This woman’s act of love for and kindness to the Lord became a part of the memorial of her life. In fact, this act of love and kindness and compassion to the Lord is the only thing that we know of this woman today.
 It is what she is remembered for--- Pouring some costly perfume on the head of Christ.
  Some may say how sad that this is the only thing that we know about this woman.
 How sad that we don’t know if she ever married and had children and grandchildren or what ever became of her life. What else she might have contributed to the world while she was here.
Think about it for a moment?  In reality is there anything more important that she could have done? Is there really anything else of more importance that we need to know about this woman? 

 In this one act for Jesus we see the reality of a woman that loved the Lord.
 From this one act we learn all that we really need to know about he.
 This woman loved Jesus and wasn’t afraid to show it.
She may have gone on to have 10 children and  20 grandchildren. She may have invented some much needed invention. She may have been the one who invented popcorn for all we know.

 She may have worked at a leaper colony and done much charitable work in her lifetime.
 The fact is we don’t know.  But what we do know is that, as an act of love for Jesus she poured some very expensive perfume on his head and when the disciples objected and ridiculed her for it, Jesus silences them and commended her for her action, and her action actually became a part of the Gospel record for all of us to hear.
 After Jesus death only a few of the disciples go on and have their names memorialized in Scripture. Matthew, Mark, Luke, John and Peter being the most memorialized because of their writings…..Yet this woman’s one act of love and compassion for Christ has placed her in the Gospel record of Christ along with them! And wherever this gospel is preached in the whole world, what this woman has done will also be told as a memorial to her.”

The Greek word used here for memorial is:

mnay-mos'-oo-non

a reminder (memorandum), that is, record:—memorial. remembrance.
 Is there really anything more we need to know about this woman, or does this one action actually tell us all that we need to know? This woman loved the Lord. She was dedicated and committed to Christ.
 Scripture tells us how, as a Christian, our lives are to become, not a mere memorial to ourselves, but they are to become a memorial to Christ as well…..

 4As you come to him, the living Stone—rejected by men but chosen by God and precious to him— 5you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 
 Like living stones, we are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood! 

Our life is to become a Holy Priesthood.. 

Our lives become a Holy Priesthood as we offer them as a spiritual sacrifice that is acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 

This woman who anointed the head of Christ with costly perfume was offering a spiritual sacrifice that was acceptable to God through Christ Jesus.. 

The Word used for sacrifice here is:

thoo-see'-ah
sacrifice 

Comes from its root…
thoo'-o
A primary verb; to sacrifice  by extension to immolate (slaughter):—kill, slay.

I am sure that this woman could have found something personally gratifying to do with the perfume that she poured upon the head of Christ.
It is very likely that she had originally purchased this expensive perfume for herself for a very special occasion….possibly to be used on her wedding night or some other special occasion….Maybe even for her own burial or funeral service…

 She could have poured it upon her own head. She could have sold it and used the money to get that special something that she always wanted but didn’t feel she could afford.
 Possibly even use it to pay the bills and get out of debt.
What we need to understand from Christ words about this particular woman is that her act of pouring it upon Christ head was an act of sacrifice. There was a part of herself, a part of her will that was slain in giving this expensive perfume up for Christ.
She gave it to Jesus when she could have used it to bring herself some kind of personal pleasure or satisfaction or helped her meet a need of her own.
Her act of sacrificial giving is what memorialized her in the Gospel record.
Jesus said:   And wherever this gospel is preached in the whole world, what this woman has done will also be told as a memorial to her.”

 I think that same holds true for you and I today.
We too can be memorialized in the gospel of Christ.
 Whenever we selflessly give of ourselves for Christ today it has the potential to become a part of the Gospel record.
 Whatever we do for Christ has the potential to become a part of His ever expanding Gospel account.
The Greek word that we translate as gospel is:

yoo-ang-ghel'-ee-on
a good message, good news, that is, the gospel

When we talk about the gospel of Christ we are simply talking about the good news of Jesus.
What Jesus said of this woman was that: wherever this gospel, this good news about Me, is preached in the whole world, what this woman has done will also be told as a memorial to her.”

 Do you realize that whenever we do something for Christ, whenever we sacrificially give of ourselves to Him, that it has the potential to become a part of the gospel, the good news message about Jesus?

Sure it does!!!

 Whenever we do something for someone that may cause them to say: You know they are a Christian and because of their faith in Christ they did this or they did that, then, in a sense, what we have done, out of love for Christ, has become a part of His Gospel story. 

The Gospel, the good news about Jesus is an ever expanding story that we can and should be a part of.
Does it excite you to know that we can be memorialized in the gospel of Christ?

 That when people recognize the good that we do, we do because of our love for and relationship with Jesus, we, like the woman who poured the costly perfume on Jesus head, can actually become a part of this ever expanding gospel record. The ever expanding good news about Jesus.
 As a Christian, the life that we live should be proclaiming the gospel of Jesus Christ to the world in which we live.
 The life that we are living should be a memorial to Him.
 Do you know what I think that the shortest yet greatest epitaph on any tombstone would be…

The person’s name simply followed by the word “Christian”!

Here lies a Christian! Here lies a Christ-like one!

 In reality, could there ever be a greater memorial or testimony to the life of any person?

 The sole purpose of a Memorial is to bring us to remembrance…
 At Pearl Harbor the sunken battleship “the Arizona” is now a memorial. Its purpose is to call us to remember all the brave men and woman who died in that attack on December 7, 1941.

 In our nation’s capital we have many memorials to call us to remember great American heroes and statesmen…George Washington, Thomas Jefferson, Abraham Lincoln …..

The fact is every man, woman and child’s life on this planet is building a memorial with the life that they live. A memorial that someone someplace will remember…

The question is what kind of memorial are we building with the life that we are living, the life that we have been given?

 As a Christian, with the life that we live, are we building a memorial that will first and foremost honor Christ?

4As you come to him, the living Stone—5are you also, like living stones, being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 

 Church this is our ultimate calling as a Christian—

To be a living memorial that points the way to Jesus to a world that desperately needs to find Him…

 This morning, Are you and am I being that living memorial that points the way to Jesus?
 When people see us or reflect upon our lives does it cause them to reflect upon Christ?

 Are we living a life that memorializes Jesus? Are we being those living stones that are being built into a Holy Priesthood that will bring honor to Christ and point people to Him?

Close with “Find us Faithful”

 After all our hopes and dreams have come and gone and our children sift through all that we have left behind----

Will the clues that they discover and the memories they uncover become the light that leads them to the road we each must find…… The road that leads to Christ.


