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TITLE:  Walking in Humility

TEXT: Eph. 4:1-8; Pro. 15:33,11:2, 22:4; James. 4:6-8;

Is. 14:12-14; Gen. 3:1-6; Jam. 4:17

INTRODUCTION: Last week we talked about becoming who you are. If we are a Christian then that is what we are to become, A Christian, A Christ-like one.

  At Salvation we are equipped with everything that we need to do just that, to become Christ-like or become like Jesus. At Salvation we are given all the tools that we need to live our lives like Jesus lived His. The same Holy Spirit that was and is alive within Him is alive within you and I today as a Christian. And it is the Holy Spirit that equips and enables us to live a Godly life.
 This morning I want to expand more on the “how to” live that life that God has ordained and called us to live… To become who we are in Christ.

I want to go back to part of the text we used last week.

 Ephesians 4:1 - 8 (NIV) 1As a prisoner for the Lord, then, I urge you to live a life worthy of the calling you have received.  

Last week we talked about the importance of living our lives worthy of the calling that we have received.
Today I want to talk more about the mechanics of that or how do we do that….

 Ephesians 4:1 - 8 (NIV) 1As a prisoner for the Lord, then, I urge you to live a life worthy of the calling you have received. 
2Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love.  3Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace.  
4There is one body and one Spirit—just as you were called to one hope when you were called— 5one Lord, one faith, one baptism;  6one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all. 
 7But to each one of us grace has been given as Christ apportioned it.  8This is why it£ says:     “When he ascended on high, he led captives in his train and gave gifts to men.”£
NKJV  Says it this way:

 Ephesians 4:1 - 6 (NKJV) 1I, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you to walk worthy of the calling with which you were called, 2with all lowliness and gentleness, with longsuffering, bearing with one another in love,  3endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.  
(Walk) …. 2with all lowliness and gentleness, with longsuffering, bearing with one another in love,  3endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.  

 It’s no secret that family problems are on the rise today---both inside and outside of the Church, but I want to focus on what is happening inside the Church or within the community of Believers.

 Again, It’s no secret that family problems are on the rise today. Husbands and wives can’t seem to get along. Children rebel against their parents. There are a lot of Christian homes where the word tranquil could not be used as an accurate description.
Unfortunately, most of the proposed solutions deal only with the peripheral issues instead of the central issue, the central issue is that dirty little 5 letter word—PRIDE!

True happiness and tranquility, whether we are talking about happiness and tranquility within the Church, the home or within the individual heart, it can only come about by a manifestation of the presence of the Holy Spirit.
There will never be unity or happiness or tranquility in the Church, the family or even our personal life without humility ---which is the polar opposite of pride..
Humility is fundamental to spiritual growth and spiritual blessing.
That is why Paul says in 

Ephesians 4    I, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you to walk worthy of the calling with which you were called---

(Walk) 2with all lowliness and gentleness, with longsuffering, bearing with one another in love,  3end eavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.  

Where the KJ says (Walk) 2with all lowliness and gentleness, the NIV says: 2Be completely humble and gentle!
The two Greek words used here for humble and gentleness are:

Humble=

tap-i-nof-ros-oo'-nay
 humiliation of mind, that is, modesty:—humbleness of mind, humility (of mind), lowliness (of mind).
And gentleness=

prah-ot'-ace
gentleness; by implication humility:—meekness.

And the KJV adds the thought of doing so with longsuffering!
(Walk) 2with all lowliness and gentleness, with longsuffering,

mak-roth-oo-mee'-ah
forbearance or fortitude:—longsuffering, patience.

Again, Humility in the life of a Christian is not only essential in families and relationships but it is also a basic ingredient for all spiritual blessing.

The book of Proverbs is rich with such teaching.
Proverbs 11:2 (NKJV) 2    When pride comes, then comes shame;     But with the humble is wisdom.
Proverbs 15:33 - 16:1 (NKJV) 33    The fear of the Lord is the instruction of wisdom,     And before honor is humility. 


Proverbs 22:4 (NKJV) 4    By humility and the fear of the Lord Are riches and honor and life.

James tells us in:

James 4:6 - 8 (NIV) 6But he gives us more grace. That is why Scripture says:  “God opposes the proud  but gives grace to the humble.”£ 7Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.  8Come near to God and he will come near to you…..
  “God opposes the proud  but gives grace to the humble.”
 God opposes the proud! 

 Did you know that pride was the first sin ever committed and that every sin since has its roots in pride?

  The very first sin ever committed was by an angel named Lucifer who, because of personal pride, tried to exalt himself above God.
In the book of Isaiah we find the five “I wills” of Lucifer.

 Isaiah 14:12 - 14 (NIV) 12    How you have fallen from heaven, O morning star, son of the dawn!     You have been cast down to the earth, you who once laid low the nations! 13    You said in your heart,  “I will ascend to heaven;  I will raise my throne  above the stars of God; I will sit enthroned on the mount of assembly, on the utmost heights of the sacred mountain.£ 14    I will ascend above the tops of the clouds;     I will make myself like the Most High.”
What was at the root of each I will? PRIDE!

The same thing that is at the root of our, I wills!

Pride was not just central at the first sin ever committed by an angelic being but it was pride that was central to the very first sin of a human being..
 Genesis 3:1 - 6 (NIV) 1Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the LORD God had made. He said to the woman, “Did God really say, ‘You must not eat from any tree in the garden’?” 2The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat fruit from the trees in the garden,  3but God did say, ‘You must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the garden, and you must not touch it, or you will die.’” 4“You will not surely die,” the serpent said to the woman.  5“For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God! ” 6When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to the eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it. She also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it. 

What was the temptation here that man succumbed to? The temptation was: You will be like God!

Well what is wrong with wanting to be like God? Nothing! But the desire here was not to be like God as in having His character or just acting like Him---They already had that. That is the way that they had been created. In Gods Image and Likeness. They were already like God in that since. But that wasn’t what the Devil was saying. He used like in the since of duplication or even exaltation.
The context the tempter used and the man understood is clear from Lucifer’s own sin of pride!

 I will ascend to heaven; I will raise my throne     above the stars of God; I will sit enthroned on the mount of assembly, on the utmost heights of the sacred mountain.£ 14  I will ascend above the tops of the clouds; I will make myself like the Most High.”

Lucifer didn’t just want to become like God in character for he had been created that way to serve God.  He wanted to exalt himself above God.
 He wanted what God had. He desired to be God.
And that is the temptation that he put before Adam and Eve and they both knew exactly what he was saying to them.
  And you will be like God!

What would cause Adam, or Eve or anyone else to give into that kind of temptation? PRIDE!

Self importance! Self exaltation!

Every sin---whatever that sin may be---has pride at its root, because all sin is defiance against God.
Think about it? What could be more prideful then saying God I won’t!  God I won’t follow your standards! God I won’t obey your commands! God I won’t do what you ask me to do!

That is why Scripture says this in:

James 4:17 (NIV) 17Anyone, then, who knows the good he ought to do and doesn’t do it, sins. 

How can knowing the good that we ought to do and not doing that good always be an act of sin on our part?

 Because doing so is a prideful act.. It is putting our will above the will of God.
When I look out here this morning (notice that I have one finger pointing out at you but three of them are pointing back at me so we are all included in this…

 When I look out here this morning I see a building full of prideful people.

Some may say well I don’t see myself as a prideful person. In fact I have very low self-esteem. I am a nobody! I can’t do anything right! I can’t do nearly as much as my neighbor can do.
 If this is what you would say then I would challenge you with the thought that you may very well be among the most prideful of people here today.
What is pride? What is pride really?
The word Proud in James 4:8 comes from the Greek

hoop-er-ay'-fan-os
From G5228 and G5316; appearing above others (conspicuous), 

Part of the root for this composite word is:
fah'ee-no

from a prim. root; to bring to light, to cause to appear:— became evident , be noticed, be seen or be visible. Be conspicuous!

If I stood up here this morning and said such things as: Man, I am Good. I am impressed even with myself today. I can do just about anything. Everything that I do I do perfectly well. I never make a mistake..
Now what would you call me (other than a liar)?

You would say, man that is a prideful person!

Now say, I stand before you and say things such as: I am a nobody.  I can’t do anything right. Everything that I do gets messed up. Woe is me!

What would you call me (other than maybe being truthful).

Man, does he have low self-esteem.
If that is what you would say then you don’t have a clue of what you have just witnessed..
What you have just witnessed is a proud person!

Just as proud as the first example! Maybe even more so!

Pride is being conspicuous! It is bringing into the light! It is being noticed!

 It is a proud person that says look at me and see how neat and wonderful that I am! 

It is a proud person that says look at me see how lowly and pitiful I am!

PRIDE is simply self-focus or self-consumption!

Putting one-self down can be a manifestation of pride just as Arrogance and exalting oneself can be a manifestation of pride.
One may say look at me and see how great I am and the other may say look at me and see how bad I am but the real statement that both are saying is look at me!

Do you want to know what a good measure of pride is? 

Just listen to how often the person that we are talking to uses the words I, me or mine.
Use this pride meter on yourself and start to notice how many time you say I, me or mine in a conversation.
There are times that the usage of these words are necessary for proper grammar but you know what I mean….

Just by listening to someone in conversation you can know if pride is a problem in their life…Especially when they use the words I when it was more of a we or us situation.
But just using I a lot in any conversation tells us that the person is very focused on themselves.
If we use I a lot in our conversations then it shows that we are focusing a lot on ourselves.
And it doesn’t really make any difference whether we are saying I am great or I am pitiful. The focus is still the same. The focus is on self and that is a manifestation of pride.
And this is important for us to understand because Scripture says that God opposes the proud…
God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble..
So, again, what is humility?

Real biblical humility is not thinking of self at all…
Humility is taking self out of the equation..
Humility also has a meter … It is noticing how many times words such as you, yours and theirs are used in our conversations!

These words don’t manifest the pride of self-consumption but they manifest the humility of concern for others.
1As a prisoner for the Lord, then, I urge you to live a life worthy of the calling you have received. 
2Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love.

The manifestation of true Humility is found in gentleness, patience and bearing with one another in love.
What does it mean to bear with one another?

an-ekh'-om-ahee
Middle voice from G303 and G2192; to hold oneself up against, that is, put up with:—bear with, endure with, even suffer with.
Bearing with one another will require taking the focus off of self and putting that focus on others.
Jesus gave us the greatest example of true humility….. When the sinless Christ was in the Garden the night of His arrest before going to the cross he is off by himself praying. It is at this point that I believe Jesus is starting to feel the weight of sin start to come down upon him. Not His sin because He didn’t have any but your sin and my sin and everyman’s sin…. 

And as He who knew no sin was starting to feel the weight of all sin coming down upon him it says that he sweat great drops of blood.

I believe this to be very literal. That as our sin started to fall upon the Lord it created so much personal agony within Him that the blood vessels under the skin in his forehead started to rupture and seep through the skin and it would appear as though he were sweating blood…

And the agony gets so intense that He cries out to the Father….Father if it is possible please let this cup pass from me---Yet not my will but your will be done!

That is the ultimate example of humility! That is the supreme example or of bearing with one another in love.
Taking the burdens of another upon yourself to help lighten their load.. Being concerned for their needs… Placing the needs of another above that of our own..
And as Christians we are called to be completely humble.
2Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love.

What is it that defines our lives this morning? Are we living our lives before God in pride or in humility?

Is our life’s focus primarily on self or on others?

Scripture says that God opposes the proud but He gives grace to the humble.
 In which place would you rather stand today…..

Being opposed by God or by receiving His grace?

 Will you determine to live your life in Humility before Him and your fellow man this morning?
We cannot get anymore Christ-like then if we do….

