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TITLE: The Vocabulary of Heaven

TEXT: Lev. 11:44; 1 Pet. 1:15-16; Pr. 10:19-20; James 3:2-12;

Mt. 12:34-37; Col. 4:6

INTRODUCTION: This morning I want to talk about the vocabulary of heaven. Sometimes my mind wonders is strange areas. But have you thought about what our vocabulary or speech will be like in Heaven.

  Before we can ever attempt to address that question I believe we first must fully understand our vocabularies hear on Earth…How we speak here and now.

I believe that it is an accepted fact among Christians that the life that we live here on planet earth after we are saved, is at least in part, a preparation for our one day living in Heaven..

As we strive every day to live a Christ-like life here we are preparing for life in our eternal home in Heaven.

Granted we will never reach perfection while on this planet but, none the less, we are to be striving to become more Christ-like, more heaven-like each day…

This is what God is talking to us about in Scripture when He says in: Leviticus 11:44 ( NIV ) 44I am the LORD your God; consecrate yourselves and be holy, because I am holy. 
1 Peter 1:15-16 ( NIV ) 15But just as he who called you is holy, so be holy in all you do;  16for it is written: “Be holy, because I am holy.”
 Jesus lived the perfect life of complete submission to God while in the flesh. By doing so He showed us the way to be holy as God is Holy.
 He showed us what that process would look like here on planet earth… 

   Since He is the only one who has successfully lived a truly Holy life while living in the flesh on this planet He is the one we are to model our life or behavior after.

  Isn’t that what it really means to live a Christ-like life?  To model our lives after Jesus…

Jesus not only lived perfectly in all that He did He lived perfectly in all that He said.
 Our speech, our vocabulary is just as much a part of our being Holy as God is Holy as our actions and deeds are. Possibly even more so.
  Proverbs 10:19-21 ( NIV ) 19    When words are many, sin is not absent, but he who holds his tongue is wise.
20    The tongue of the righteous is choice silver,
    but the heart of the wicked is of little value.
21    The lips of the righteous nourish many,
    but fools die for lack of judgment.
  When words are many, sin is not absent, 

but he who holds his tongue is wise.

This is really true. I don’t know how many times I have experienced this personally.
When words are many, sin is not absent!

Here is the way that I believe it works….

 Jesus once said that out of the overflow of the heart the mouth speaks. In other words what we have inside our heart is what will determine what will come out our mouth.
 Our speech is really just a reflection of what is in our heart.
 So it just makes since—the more we talk the more we expose the thoughts within us and sooner or later the sinful ones will come out.
 Scripture speaks about the issue of our vocabulary, our speech and the words that come out of our mouth a lot….

 Some of the most direct and challenging and even convicting are in the book of James…

 James 3:2-12 ( NIV ) 2We all stumble in many ways. If anyone is never at fault in what he says, he is a perfect man, able to keep his whole body in check. 

Before we go on I want to stop here for a moment..
 James starts out by pointing out a pretty common truth….2We all stumble in many ways.

 Can anyone here argue with that statement this morning? 2We all stumble in many ways!

But then James says: If anyone is never at fault in what he says, he is a perfect man, able to keep his whole body in check. 

 James equates Christian perfection as coming from our vocabulary, our speech.
 Well that is not how perfection is attained but how perfection is manifest…Through our speech. For out of the overflow of the heart the mouth speaks.
 But then James goes on with some very descriptive analogy of the strongest of all human body parts—the human tongue.

 If anyone is never at fault in what he says, he is a perfect man, able to keep his whole body in check. 
3When we put bits into the mouths of horses to make them obey us, we can turn the whole animal.  4Or take ships as an example. Although they are so large and are driven by strong winds, they are steered by a very small rudder wherever the pilot wants to go.  5Likewise the tongue is a small part of the body, but it makes great boasts. 
 Consider what a great forest is set on fire by a small spark.  6The tongue also is a fire, a world of evil among the parts of the body. It corrupts the whole person, sets the whole course of his life on fire, and is itself set on fire by hell.
7All kinds of animals, birds, reptiles and creatures of the sea are being tamed and have been tamed by man, but no man can tame the tongue. It is a restless evil, full of deadly poison.
9With the tongue we praise our Lord and Father, and with it we curse men, who have been made in God’s likeness.  10Out of the same mouth come praise and cursing. My brothers, this should not be.  11Can both fresh water and salt£ water flow from the same spring?  12My brothers, can a fig tree bear olives, or a grapevine bear figs? Neither can a salt spring produce fresh water.
 I personally like the rudder on a ship analogy here.
 Do you remember the old TV series the Love Boat?

A while back Pam said that she wished that they would show reruns of the Love Boat. It used to be one of our favorite shows.  It probably is being re-run somewhere in our 200 plus satellite channels but we have never noticed it showing on any of the ones we have checked..

 Anyway, I remember on one show they showed the cruise ship from underneath and as the camera was on the rudder of the ship the rudder looked big…But then they panned the shot out so you could see the entire underside of the ship and in contrast to the size of the ship the rudder was almost minuscule.
And then to understand that tiny rudder at the back of the ship is what determined what direction that huge ship would go was pretty amazing.

 When the pilot controls the rudder he controls the entire ship.
James says that is the way that it is with our tongues.
4Or take ships as an example. Although they are so large and are driven by strong winds, they are steered by a very small rudder wherever the pilot wants to go.  5Likewise the tongue is a small part of the body, but it makes great boasts.

In contrast to most of our other body parts the tongue is small in comparison…

 Stick out your tongue and if you are a contortionist lie it beside your right foot and compare the two…. Or for those of us who are not that limber stick out your tongue and extend your arm to get a comparison in the size difference…

 The tongue, like a rudder of a great ship is small in comparison to the rest of the body but it is often what determines what direction our life will take..
Then James compares the tongue to a small spark…

 Consider what a great forest is set on fire by a small spark.  6The tongue also is a fire, a world of evil among the parts of the body. It corrupts the whole person, sets the whole course of his life on fire, and is itself set on fire by hell.
WOW! What an accusation against the tongue!

6The tongue also is a fire, a world of evil among the parts of the body. It corrupts the whole person, sets the whole course of his life on fire! 

 We have all experienced this haven’t we?

 One misplaced word in a conversation and we start a argument that turns into a raging fire!

Right after Jesus said in: 
Matthew 12:34-37 ( NIV ) 34You brood of vipers, how can you who are evil say anything good? For out of the overflow of the heart the mouth speaks.

 He says this in the next verses: 
 35The good man brings good things out of the good stored up in him, and the evil man brings evil things out of the evil stored up in him.  36But I tell you that men will have to give account on the day of judgment for every careless word they have spoken.  37For by your words you will be acquitted and by your words you will be condemned.”

 Jesus tells us here that: we will have to give account on the day of judgment for every careless word we have spoken.

This is a frightening thought. Especially for those who like to talk a lot.
 Slanders, untruths, gossip, faithless thoughts, and every other corruption that comes out of our mouths we will need to give an account to God for.
And what will we say to Him on that day in defense?

 There will be absolutely nothing that we can say in defense of these things because they are indefensible.
 Especially to the Christian who has been given the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit to help us temper our speech.
EXAMPLE:

 I once knew a man that sometimes I even kind of made fun of the way he would respond in a conversation

  I would be talking about something and it would seem like he didn’t hear or just didn’t have any response and then about a full minute or two or three later all of a sudden he would say…That’s right! 

 By the times he gave the answer I had forgot the question!

 I used to think that he was just a slow talker…But I don’t think that is the case. I think that he actually thinks things through that thoroughly before he responds to anything.  

 That is really pretty cool! I don’t know how many times I wished that I had taken the time to think something through before I responded.
 I have heard of people who use the 10 count rule especially in conversation when you are not in agreement with someone…. Count to ten before you respond to anything.
 How helpful might this prove to be when in relationship conversations where you might be in disagreement with a spouse or child.

  Especially if you are getting angry. Count to ten before you respond to an irritating comment.
7All kinds of animals, birds, reptiles and creatures of the sea are being tamed and have been tamed by man, but no man can tame the tongue. It is a restless evil, full of deadly poison.

 We have all heard and even said venomous words haven’t we?

 I have met a few cowboys and I really admire how some can literally tame a wild stallion. A brute beast 10 times their size they can bring into full surrender and submission…..But many times when it comes to their speech you can tell that they have not mastered taming their own tongue even though it is miniscule in comparison.
 James here rightly describes the human tongue as

a restless evil, full of deadly poison.

I am a big gun guy---I always have been.

 I believe that the founders knew what they were doing when they gave us the second amendment, the right of the citizenry to own and to bear arms.
 I am fairly proficient with firearms, handguns being my favorite. Or maybe I should say I used to be fairly proficient—Now I have to retrain myself to shoot left handed.
  Most of my shooting is target and if I had a hobby I guess it would be shooting on the range.

 So I have often thought about this subject in those terms…
  A misspoken word, a word spoken in anger is a lot like a bullet fired from a gun. Once you pull the trigger there is no stopping the bullet until it hits its intended target.
 The second that you pull the trigger you may regret doing it but it is too late to change the course of the bullet because of the speed that it is traveling.
 Realize that words travel much, much faster than most bullets.

 I used to shoot a 38 special. The muzzle velocity of a 38 special, how fast the bullet leaves the barrel, is about 600 feet per second.
 Words—sound travels at about 1129 feet per second!

 Almost twice as fast!

 Once a word is fired out the barrel of our mouth there is no stopping it until it reaches its intended target no matter how much we may regret it!

 Once a misplaced round hits its mark the damage that results is done and you can do absolutely nothing to change that fact.
 You may be out shooting with me and if I get careless I might put a bullet in your foot.

 I would regret doing it and probably beg your forgiveness and you may actually forgive me for doing it but you will always carry that scar on your foot as an ugly reminder of the event.
 Words carry the same power to wound and inflect permanent injury.

 Most couples that have been married for any length of time at all have most probably said things in anger that they regret they ever said.
 Those things may have been forgiven by the other but how many times, possible years later that ill said word may resurface in one or the others memory.

 Why? Because there is and always will be a scare that that ill spoken words left!

James goes on….

9With the tongue we praise our Lord and Father, and with it we curse men, who have been made in God’s likeness.  10Out of the same mouth come praise and cursing. My brothers, this should not be.  11Can both fresh water and salt water flow from the same spring?  12My brothers, can a fig tree bear olives, or a grapevine bear figs? Neither can a salt spring produce fresh water.
10Out of the same mouth come praise and cursing. My brothers, this should not be.

 See if this or something similar has ever happened to you….

 You come to Church and in Church you lift up your voice in praise and worship of God and then later that same day, maybe even on the way home you curse your fellow man in some way.

 Maybe not using swear words or vulgarity but you malign someone with ill spoken words….

 Maybe call the guy who pulls out in front of you a jerk or bean-head or worse!
10Out of the same mouth come praise and cursing. My brothers, this should not be.

11Can both fresh water and salt  water flow from the same spring?  NO!!

 The stream will produce one or the other but not both at the same time.
Jesus said:

36But I tell you that men will have to give account on the day of judgment for every careless word they have spoken. 
37For by your words you will be acquitted and by your words you will be condemned.”

 It is terrifying that something that we give so little thought to as the words that we speak will carry so much weight.
 But all things carry weight with God—especially things as powerful as words.

 God frequently encourages us to measure our maturity by our ability to restrain our tongues.

  The proverb says that he who can hold it is wise..
 God assures us that the spoken word is far more potent and powerful than we think.  Words can cripple emotions, ruin reputations, incite wars, spark jealousies and create bitter rivalries.

 Discretion is always the better part of conversations.
 This will not be true in Heaven. There we will be able to speak totally freely because sin will not be present anywhere in our heart to gush out our mouth.
 There our heart will just be filled with the goodness of God.
 The speech of heaven will be as perfect as heaven itself!

 We will utter praises of worship to our God and what we say to others will only be edifying.

 That is the nature of a Heaven from which all sin has been cast out.
 But that is not the nature of our world!

 Here professionals are paid to gossip while millions tune in, debaters are required to argue, and talk shows encourage comments so offensive that they often result in televised violence. Sin gushes forth and the mouth is usually where it comes forth from.
 But as followers of Christ we are called to be a separate people. We have been called to live lives of discipline and discretion.

One of my all-time favorite songs was originally recorded by Frankie Valli & The Four Seasons later recorded by the Tremelos called Silence is Golden.
 The phrase "Silence Is Golden" is an encouragement to silence, which comes from a Swiss inscription written in German and best known in the English translation by Thomas Carlyle: (speech is silver, silence is golden).

 Our silence is often more golden than we think.

 The wellbeing of others is often in our hands. God risked a lot by giving us mouths with which to praise Him and fellowship with others. Our calling as a Christian is to be utterly trustworthy with the words we speak.

 For the Christian the time God leaves us on earth is preparatory for our life in heaven at all levels.
 Our living Christ-like lives here help us prepare for what life will be like in Heaven.
God wants us to practice the vocabulary of Heaven here on planet earth….

 The more we do here the less culture shock we will experience when we get there.
Never underestimate the power of the words that you speak. The Power for good and the power for destruction.
 Sometimes, if not many times our most powerful and useful speech is when we say little or even nothing at all.
 I had a great aunt that I can remember saying that if you don’t have anything good to say about someone then say nothing at all…. 
Very Godly advice!

Let me close with some instructive words from the Apostle Paul…

Colossians 4:6 ( NIV ) 6Let your conversation be always full of grace, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how to answer everyone.

This morning is our speech always full of grace?
For this is the vocabulary of Heaven that we are to be emulating here on earth as an ambassador of Jesus Christ to our world..


Jesus said: 36But I tell you that men will have to give account on the day of judgment for every careless word they have spoken.  37For by your words you will be acquitted and by your words you will be condemned.”
 I wonder how we will fare on that day of accountability when it comes to the words we have allowed to come out of our mouths while representing Jesus here on earth.

 This morning are you practicing the vocabulary of Heaven in your day to day life? Are we learning the language of our eternal home?
 In our striving to live Christ-like lives are we not just striving to act like Jesus but to speak like Him as well?
