One Anothering Part 2 BSM
Last week, I preached a sermon based on “one anothering.”  We discovered the first principle of “one anothering” dealt with love.  On the night He was betrayed, Jesus shared these words initially with His disciples, but they also apply to His followers today.  Jesus said, “A new command I give you: Love one another.  As I have loved you, so you must love one another.”

It is from this love for one another that all other “one anothering” principles flow.  Without love, we would struggle with every other “one anothering” principle.  Therefore, whatever we do or say must be done in and out of love for one another.
For those of you who read the sermon, you may recall I mentioned there are seventeen “one anothering” principles as suggested in the book, “The Lasko Interview.”   Today, we will explore five of them and over the coming weeks, we will take the time to work our way through them all.

Here are today’s five “one anothering” principles.  “In honour prefer one another.”  “Edify one another.”  “Serve one another.”  “Be kind to one another.”  “Forgive one another.”
I want to be clear that these “one anothering” principles are not stand-alone verses that just randomly occur in the Bible.  As with any verse, they must be viewed in their context.  Today’s five “one anothering” principles are all mentioned by Paul, and in direct relation to events happening within the Church.  In using the NIV Bible, one another is not always mentioned, but I believe you will see its meaning in the different words.  When I give you your list of “one anothering” principles and their associated verses in the next couple of weeks, make sure you take the time to see where each of them fits in relation to the preceding verses.
“In honour prefer one another.”  For starters, we turn to Romans chapter twelve and verse ten.  The key words are in the second part of this verse, but the first part reminds us again of love.

“Be devoted to one another in brotherly love.  Honour one another above yourselves.”

Essentially, the only way we can honour another person above ourselves is through love.  If we do not love, then we will be selfish and think only of ourselves.  The other person will come in a distant second.  But Paul says this is not how it is meant to be.  Loving another person will lead you to honour that person.

Outdo one another in showing honour.  This does not mean it becomes a competition to see who can show the most honour.  It does not mean two people are stuck at the door, insisting the other enter first.  What I believe it does mean is we give more and more of ourselves to another person in a display of love that leads to honouring them.  In Philippians, Paul writes these words, “In humility consider others better than yourselves.”  Not only does the old ego take a bit of a battering here, it also flies in the face of what the world tells us.  The world says, “Look after numero uno.”  Over the coming weeks, I am sure we will find humility permeates through each of the “one anothering” principles.
So what exactly is humility?  Apparently, Andrew Murray said these words.  “The humble person is not one who thinks meanly of himself; he simply does not think of himself at all.”  The truly humble person knows him or herself and accepts oneself.  In this attitude of humility, we can then offer ourselves as a living sacrifice to the Lord Jesus.  As a servant, we open ourselves up to use the gifts the Spirit gives us for the glory of God and the good of others.  In humility, our eyes are off self and instead focussed on the needs of others.  No longer should we even think, “what about me?”  Rather, as the Lord brings people into our zone it must become, “what about them?”
What does it mean to honour another person?  I believe we find the answer in the previous verses of Romans chapter twelve.  In these verses, Paul talks about the fact the Church is made up of many members.  It all gets back to being one in Christ.  Each of us has different gifts and so it is vital we exercise our gifts for the good of the fellowship.
By honouring one another, we show a willingness to work together as a team, or the body of Christ, rather than a group of disjointed people.  Let us make sure we use the gifts God has given us.  One problem the worldwide Church has faced over the years is where a shortage of volunteers leads to the wrong people heading up various ministries.  A willingness to serve does not always equate with God equipping you through His Spirit.  We need to be aware that if someone has a specific gift we should honour them by encouraging them to use their gift in the service of the Lord and for the benefit of the believers.  In this way, we honour one another ahead of ourselves.
“Edify one another.”  Staying in Romans, we read these words.

“Let us therefore make every effort to do what leads to peace and to mutual edification.”

This almost sounds like we eat each other.  Thankfully, it has nothing to do with edible.  To edify one another simply means we build the other person up.  I reckon Barnabas would have been a wonderful edifier.  His name means “son of encouragement,” and sometimes encouragement is exactly what we need to experience.  Within the body of Christ, we must be encouragers, and not discouragers.  When encouraged, we feel like we are valued and want to keep on serving the Lord.  When discouraged, the opposite happens.  We do not feel valued, and we prefer not to get involved in service for the Lord.  Our words and actions can so easily encourage or discourage another person, so let us make sure out of love for one another we continue to be an encourager.
Every day is an opportunity to be an encourager.  Perhaps a visit, an email, or a phone call to someone you sense could do with a bit of a boost.  Seize the moment and be an encourager.  In this way, we will edify one another.  It all seems very simple to be an edifier, so why do we often struggle with this concept?  Let me suggest it may have something to do with a chain reaction.  If we are feeling discouraged because of a conversation with someone, do we then feel like going out and being an encourager?  Generally, I would tend to think we do not.  It is more likely we also become a discourager.  The challenge for us is that no matter how we are treated, we must always continue to live, as Jesus wants us to – by loving one another.  When we come back to this basic first principal of “one anothering,” we can then choose to edify one another.
Once we lose sight of this love, we will do the opposite to what we know we should do.  Nowhere in the Bible does it say to tear down people.  I sense we do not need instructions on how to do this, as we can do this pretty well ourselves.  A short sharp word can quickly chop someone down.  This is not how it should be.  Therefore, it is no wonder the Bible does tell us to build up people because in a sense, this goes against the grain.  Instead of clambering over others to get to the top, we must become men and women of God who choose to build up others even at the expense of self.  It takes humility to act in this way, and Jesus gave us a wonderful example of humility when He left His glory to come to this earth to live among us, and ultimately die for us on the cross.
As Christians, we must help each other grow.  Both the strong believer and the weak believer need to grow.  Regardless of where we are in our faith journey with Jesus, we need to grow.  No one could ever say the pinnacle has been reached and there is no further need to grow.  Without growth, we stagnate.  It is only through the power of the Holy Spirit we can grow.  We need to be open to the Spirit’s leading as we help each other grow.  When we help each other grow, we will enjoy the mutual benefits that go along with spiritual growth.  We will begin to be encouraged as we encourage another.
Paul mentioned this “one anothering” principle because there was a lack of consideration for each other.  Selfish attitudes permeated the Church and Paul addressed this by encouraging the believers to edify or build one another.
“Serve one another in love.”  Paul wrote these words to the Churches in Galatia.  Like it or not, love is closely intertwined with every principal of “one anothering.”  You might get sick of me saying it, but I cannot take love out of the equation.
I want to share these verses with you from Galatians chapter five and verses thirteen to fifteen.

You, my brothers, were called to be free.  But do not use your freedom to indulge the sinful nature; rather, serve one another in love.  The entire law is summed up in a single command: “Love your neighbour as yourself.”  If you keep on biting and devouring each other, watch out or you will be destroyed by each other.

If we are self-serving and destructive, we will end up tearing each other apart, but if we serve one another in love, we will build the Church.  So much seems to hinge on love, and it all stems from Jesus Christ’s love for us.  Which direction do we want to take?  Do we want to be builders or destroyers?  To be a builder, we need to serve one another in love.  In our freedom, we must not neglect to serve one another in love.  I sense this is what concerned Paul when he wrote to the Churches in Galatia.  In their freedom, some were doing whatever they chose to do without any consideration for the well-being of the Church fellowship.  Paul makes it clear in these verses that Christian freedom is not a license to sin but an opportunity to serve.
This leads Paul to say, “Serve one another in love.”  The key word is, of course, love.  Through these verses, we see that freedom with love leads us to serve one another.  Freedom without love leaves us with license, or slavery to sin.

However, the idea of service should not surprise us as Jesus told us He did not come to be served, but to serve.  Jesus set the example, and we must follow Him obediently.

“Be kind to one another and forgive one another.”
Writing to the Christians in Ephesus, Paul wrote these words.

“Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you.”

Kindness and compassion are two qualities that exist in Jesus Christ, and we exhibit these same qualities as the Spirit helps us become more like Jesus.  I remember the words of a song in an Easter cantata, that say, “He went about doing good and helping wherever He could.  Our example is He and like Him we should be who went about doing good.”  When Jesus walked this earth, He was kind and compassionate.  He was also forgiving.  Jesus wants us to follow His example.  If we are serious about being a follower of Jesus, then it makes sense we must constantly one another our brothers and sisters in Christ.
Kindness is love in practical action.  As Barclay says, it is “the disposition of mind which thinks as much of its neighbour’s affairs as it does of its own.”  In adding the word ‘compassion,’ Paul makes it clear that any act of kindness cannot be done without a heart of sympathy and love prompting them.  Kindness and compassion must work hand in hand.

Of course, the obstacle to kindness and compassion is when a person has been hurt by the sinful actions of another, and the accompanying grudge that often goes along with it.
As we have seen, Paul does not beat around the bush.  He lists clearly how Christians should live.  Although to be honest, being kind and compassionate to one another does seem to be easier than forgiving each other.
To forgive one another does not mean we verbalise our forgiveness and continue to hold a grudge against the person who has wronged us.  Paul tells us when we forgive we should forgive just as in Christ God forgives us – that is, there are no strings attached.  God does not say, “I forgive you, but…”  No, when God forgives, he remembers our sin no more.  This is how we should forgive, too.  On our own, we could not do this, but God enables us to forgive through His Spirit.
How do you feel about these “one anothering” principles?  Personally, I must say I find them very challenging.  As Christians, we sort of have some idea of how to live for Jesus, but when we begin to focus on specific verses, we soon realise there is much more to being a Christian than just being a believer in Jesus.  Being a Christian is a way of life; and for the world to come to know we are Christians, they will need to see it in the love we have for one another.
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