Christmas Message
This morning I want to take us on a journey through the Bible.  To assist me, Sarah will read various verses at strategic moments.  We will look at verses from both the Old and New Testaments.  Now you might be sitting there thinking to yourself, “Surely the story of the birth of Jesus Christ takes place in the New Testament, so why bother going back to the Old Testament?”  I will tell you why.  History, or events, and prophecies pointed to the coming of the Messiah.  Certainly, the passages from the Old Testament we will look at today set the scene for His coming.  I pray this morning that you will not come with an attitude of having heard the story of the birth of Jesus so many times you can easily switch off from the message.  Rather, let us allow these familiar words to be as fresh as the early morning dew on the grass.  Let us once again marvel at the incredible love of Father God as we embrace His wonderful plan of salvation, so beautifully brought into being through His beloved Son.
Matthew 1:1

The Genealogy of Jesus the Messiah

1 This is the genealogy of Jesus the Messiah the son of David, the son of Abraham:

Matthew 1:16-17
16 and Jacob the father of Joseph, the husband of Mary, and Mary was the mother of Jesus who is called the Messiah.

17 Thus there were fourteen generations in all from Abraham to David, fourteen from David to the exile to Babylon, and fourteen from the exile to the Messiah.

John 1:1 & 2

The Word Became Flesh

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was with God in the beginning.

Have you or someone else in your family researched your family tree?  If so, you may find royal blood, convicts, paupers…in fact, a large range of class and quality of persons.  I do not get to say this very often, but my Uncle and Aunty researched the Lethbridge family tree right back to the King of Norway around the year 1100.  I shall have to learn to practice my wave should I ever get to ascend the throne in Norway.  Somehow, I do not like my chances.  God has called me to be a pastor, and not a king.  Although, thanks be to God, I am a child of the King of Kings and Lord of Lords!  I think I have much more spiritual royal blood in me than I do physical royal blood.
Both Matthew and Luke spend some time looking at the genealogy of Jesus Christ.  Matthew starts his Gospel with it and Luke adds his prior to Jesus’ temptation by Satan.  Matthew takes it back to Abraham, while Luke goes right back to Adam.  If you are like me, you will look at these two lists and quickly skim over them or ignore them completely.  Genealogies do not exactly grab me.  In ways, I could almost equate them to reading the book of Leviticus.  Yet for some reason they are in the Bible, both the genealogies and the book of Leviticus, and therefore they must be there for a purpose.  You will be pleased to know that I am not going to go through these genealogies name by name, but let me encourage you to take the time in the coming week to look at the names mentioned.

From our Bible readings, I believe there are two things we can discover here.  Firstly, before the world was created God already had a plan of salvation in place.  This plan of salvation would culminate with the birth of Jesus Christ, God’s Son.  Secondly, God chose a mix-match of people from whom Jesus would be a descendant.
In Matthew’s list, he even includes the names of four women: Tamar, Rahab, Ruth and Bathsheba.  If you know anything of your Old Testament, you soon realise some of these women have chequered pasts.  You may suggest Ruth is a good girl, but she was a Gentile.  Tamar acted as a prostitute and bore twins to Judah, Rahab was a prostitute who rescued two spies while they surveyed Jericho and Bathsheba, the wife of Uriah, had an affair with King David.
You would assume God would prefer to have a better class of woman involved in the family tree leading to the birth of Jesus.  Before the women get up and stone me, let me balance it out by saying it is also amazing how God did not select better men than He did.  Judah gave in to the seductive Tamar and David committed adultery with Bathsheba, yet in the Bible mention is made of David as being “a man after God’s own heart.”  As you study the list of names mentioned in the genealogy, I think you will soon realise God uses the every day kind of person to achieve His purposes.  That should give us great encouragement as we daily we offer ourselves to God.  God did not scratch out those who failed miserably.  Instead, He used the people He had at His disposal.  Every person mentioned in the genealogy is a sinner who needs a Saviour.  We also are sinners who need a Saviour.  Praise God He has a plan of salvation.  Paul, writing to the Ephesians, says, “For He chose us in (Christ) before the creation of the world.”
It really does blow me away when I realise the baby born to be the Saviour of the world some two thousand years ago existed before creation.  This tiny little baby is the Creator of the world who came to be its Saviour.
God had everything in place…everything was in readiness for the coming of the Messiah at exactly the right moment – not a second too early, or late.
Micah 5:2

2 “But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah,

though you are small among the clans of Judah,

out of you will come for me

one who will be ruler over Israel,

whose origins are from of old,

from ancient times.”

Isaiah 7:14

14 Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel.

Isaiah 9:2

2 The people walking in darkness

have seen a great light;

on those living in the land of deep darkness

a light has dawned.

Isaiah 9:6-7

6 For to us a child is born,

to us a son is given,

and the government will be on his shoulders.

And he will be called

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,

Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

7 Of the greatness of his government and peace

there will be no end.

He will reign on David’s throne

and over his kingdom,

establishing and upholding it

with justice and righteousness

from that time on and forever.

The zeal of the LORD Almighty

will accomplish this.

The prophets predicted the coming of the Messiah centuries before His birth.  Not only did they predict His birth, they also knew a virgin would conceive and bear a son, where He would be born and what name He would be given.  Some eight hundred years before Jesus was born, the prophet Micah foretold the birthplace of Bethlehem.  That is impressive.  Of course, he had the correct information because God told him.  Isaiah prophesied a virgin would give birth and this baby would be Emmanuel, God with us.  I have to wonder if the prophets had any idea what would come to pass in the fullness of time.  From Isaiah’s perspective, God becoming a baby would be –pardon the pun – inconceivable.  As we know, nothing is impossible for God.
Emmanuel, God with us.  I cherish these four words – Emmanuel, God with us.  I would ask that you say these four words with me three times, and each time let us emphasise a different word.  So the first time we say it, we emphasise “Emmanuel”, the second time “God” and the last time “us”.
Emmanuel, God with us.

Emmanuel, God with us.

Emmanuel, God with us
God became a human being.  “The Word became flesh and lived for a while among us.”  What an incredible moment in history, and we are still reaping the benefits of Emmanuel, God with us today, and will do so for eternity.  To me, these four words encapsulate what Christmas is all about: “Emmanuel, God with us.”  Even if you forget everything else I say, remember these four words.  Take hold of them and allow Emmanuel to dwell in your heart.

I am all fired up, but there is still more to come.  Let’s keep moving.
For Jesus to be born in Bethlehem, Mary and Joseph had to travel from Nazareth.  The last thing Joseph wanted to do was transport his heavily pregnant wife on a donkey over a journey of one hundred and thirty kilometres.  This journey would take at least four days, if not longer given Mary’s delicate condition.
Now those of you who have had a baby, and that cancels out all the men in our midst, will know that four or more days on an uncomfortable mode of transport is not the best course of action when about to give birth.  An old wives tale would suggest this kind of bouncy-bouncy travel would help the baby come out quickly.  Yet this is not why Mary and Joseph travelled to Bethlehem.

You see, Joseph had to undertake this journey.  He did not have a choice.  The Roman Emperor gave the order that a census of the entire Roman world be taken, and Joseph obeyed.  Of course, how else would Jesus get to be born in Bethlehem?  Today, many would write this off as a coincidence, but we know it was a God-incidence.  Joseph did not intend to go there with Mary until they received news of this census.  Off they travelled to Bethlehem to fulfil the Old Testament prophecies.  Now Joseph and Mary had no idea this is what they were doing, but God sure did.  God’s timing ensured His Son would be born in Bethlehem.  Was there a palace awaiting His arrival?  No, in humility Jesus was born in a stable.  The Son of God was granted no favours, instead He did it tough.

Luke 2:1-7

The Birth of Jesus

1 In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the entire Roman world. 2 (This was the first census that took place while Quirinius was governor of Syria.) 3 And everyone went to their own town to register.

4 So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of David. 5 He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child. 6 While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, 7 and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no guest room available for them.

When it comes to babies, it is easy to assume that women want to be present at the birth.  When Jesus was born, with the exception of Mary, all those mentioned were men.  Just look at the list of men involved when Jesus was born.  First, naturally enough, we have Joseph.  Next in line is the innkeeper.  Following the birth of Jesus are the shepherds, and finally we have the wise men.  There is no mention of a midwife, nor a gynaecologist or doctor.  
To all intents and purposes, Mary gave birth to her son Jesus with the assistance of her husband.  Now it is possible the innkeeper’s wife helped out, but there is no mention of her.  Therefore, we assume the rough hands of the carpenter helped deliver Jesus.  Really, this is no place for a man.  This is women’s work.  Yet Joseph had no choice.  Mary was in labour, and her baby would soon be born.  Joseph became, for want of a better word, a mid-husband.  I imagine back in Nazareth, he had a support team in place for Mary when the time came for her to give birth.  Finding himself in a different town, and without access to triple zero, Joseph welcomed his stepson into the world.  It is an interesting thought, is it not?  Even though Jesus is not Joseph’s son, he welcomed him as his own.  I sense Joseph is a loving man to both Mary and this newborn babe.
Spare a thought for Mary, too.  Traditionally, she is probably just a teenager.  Her body is experiencing something that she has never gone through before.  The fear, isolation, pain, and the uncertainty of it all would no doubt have pushed Mary to the limit.  Add to this the fact she is in a dirty, smelly place reserved for the animals and you soon realise this is not the ideal circumstance to give birth to your first child.  Nothing was going to plan according to her timetable.  However, God made sure everything was definitely going to plan according to His timetable.  While they are in Bethlehem, Mary gives birth to Jesus.
In the natural world, there is also the supernatural.  God is in the midst of it all.  The angels are nearby.  Mary and Joseph are definitely not alone.  The unseen guests are many.  I have to wonder if God gave Joseph special insights as to how to deliver a baby, and whether God comforted Mary with His presence as she prepared to give birth to their Son, Jesus.

The rough hands of the carpenter who created objects out of wood now hold the Creator of the universe.  This is definitely one of those “WOW!” moments.  Babies are so tiny, and this baby is God in the flesh.
Luke 2:8-20

8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night. 9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the people. 11 Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.”

13 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying,

14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.”

15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.”

16 So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the manger. 17 When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had been told them about this child, 18 and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them. 19 But Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart. 20 The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things they had heard and seen, which were just as they had been told.
The angel proclaimed a wonderful message of hope to the shepherds.  “Today in the town of David a Saviour has been born to you; He is Christ the Lord.”  Jesus came to this world as a direct result of God’s love for all of us.
In this final part of my message this morning, I have to ask this question.  Have you any room for Jesus?  Indeed, have I have any room for Jesus?  In the Bible, the innkeeper had no room for Jesus.  He had no idea Mary was about to give birth to the Son of God, but even so, you would think a heavily pregnant woman would deserve better treatment.  Then again, pregnant women on public transport often have to stand while younger people sit on the seats.  Just for a moment, think about the innkeeper.  He was so very close to being present when the Son of God was born, and yet he was probably sleeping soundly when the Saviour entered the world. The angel did not waste his time on the innkeeper.  The angel did not wake up the innkeeper to announce the birth of the Saviour.  The angel let him sleep.  The innkeeper missed an excellent opportunity.

Who would be awake at this time of night?  Out in the fields, there were shepherds keeping an eye on their sheep.  Why did the angel choose the shepherds?  As mentioned already, they were awake, as well as being accessible.  These shepherds were in an open spot.  This leads us to another reason why the angel chose the shepherds.  For starters, there was just one angel, an angel of the Lord.  Soon, however, the sky is filled with the heavenly host praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men on whom His favour rests.”  It is a glorious sight when we look up and see the stars on a clear night.  Just imagine the events of this night when Jesus was born.  The brilliant light of the heavenly host completely transformed the night sky.  Instead of ignoring the angel’s instructions, these shepherds obeyed their words and hurried off to Bethlehem, to see this baby born to be the Saviour.  In the busyness of their lives, they made room for Jesus.
Remember, these shepherds were not royalty.  They were ordinary men looking after ordinary sheep.  Last week a friend suggested there might well have been shepherds tending to their sheep on the other side of the hill.  If so, they ignored the amazing display and witness of the angels and chose to stay in their familiar surroundings.  Consequently, they missed seeing the Messiah.  Sadly, the same is true today.  Many today continually ignore the signposts to the Saviour of the world, and by choosing their familiar surroundings instead of stepping out in faith will one day discover - to their horror - that hell is an eternity away from God.
Let us also consider the fact Jesus was born in a public area.  Joseph and Mary had no access to a palace for the birth of the King of Kings and Lord of Lords.  From a human perspective, Jesus should have been born in a palace, with plenty of staff on hand to bring this precious bundle of joy into our midst.  Yet as we know, there was not even room for Jesus in the local inn.  Jesus entered this world surrounded by some humans and a number of animals.  The point I wish to make is that Jesus is available for everyone.  The shepherds rushed to see the baby Jesus, and were free to do so.  If Jesus had been born in a palace, these shepherds would have been refused access.  The palace guards would have made sure they were excluded.

Jesus is available today to you and me.  In fact, He is freely available.

The build up to Christmas Day seems to get longer and longer each year.  Sadly, we can get to the stage we are glad when December 25th is done and dusted for another year.  Yet this is not how it should be.  Giving in to the pressure of the world means we lose our focus on the true meaning of Christmas.
Today we celebrate the birth of our Saviour, Jesus Christ.  As lovely as the presents, turkey, pudding, and family gatherings are, they pale into insignificance when we remember Jesus is the reason for the season.  Make room for Jesus in your heart today and know He will make room in His kingdom for you for eternity.
How is this possible?  It really is all about timing, Gods perfect timing.  Listen to these wonderful words from Romans chapter five and verses six to eight.
“You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly.  Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous man, though for a good man someone might possibly dare to die.  But God demonstrates His love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.”

You might think it strange I should mention death when our focus has been on life, but without life, without being born into this world, Jesus would not have been able to die for us on the cross at Calvary, thereby fulfilling His Father’s plan of salvation.  Of course, death did not defeat Jesus, Jesus conquered the grave and rose to new life, and it is this life we can share in for eternity when we place our trust in Jesus Christ as our Saviour and Lord.
Jesus Christ came to this world to be the Saviour of humanity.  John chapter three and verses sixteen and seventeen sum it up in a nutshell.

“For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life.  For God did not send His son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through Him.
To finish, let me quote from Peter Marshall, who wrote the book, “Let’s Keep Christmas.”

“So we will not “spend” Christmas…nor “observe” Christmas.  We will “keep” Christmas – keep it as it is…in all loveliness of its ancient traditions.  May we keep it in our hearts, that we may be kept in its hope.”
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