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TITLE: CONTENTMENT

TEXT: 1st Tim. 6:6-12; Phil. 4:11-13, 3:4-11; Mt. 11:28-30

INTRODUCTION: This morning I am going to talk about one of the greatest of Christian virtues…And that is Contentment!

 Did you realize that being content is a virtue; it is a godly attribute…

 First, just what does it mean to be content?

Webster defines content as: Happy with what one has or is, not wanting anything else, satisfied.

The Greek word is: 714 arkeo {ar-keh'-o}

1) to be possessed of unfailing strength

1a) to be strong, to suffice, to be enough

1b) to be satisfied, to be contented

 How many of you here this morning consider yourself to be content? 

 Are you happy with what you have and happy with who you are? Does the word “Satisfied” pretty much describe your life this morning?

Let’s look and see what Scripture has to say about the subject of contentment this morning…

1Tim 6:6 (NIV) But godliness with contentment is great gain. 

7 For we brought nothing into the world, and we can take nothing out of it. 

8 But if we have food and clothing, we will be content with that. 

9 People who want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap and into many foolish and harmful desires that plunge men into ruin and destruction. 

10 For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some people, eager for money, have wandered from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs. 

11 But you, man of God, flee from all this, and pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, endurance and gentleness. 

12 Fight the good fight of the faith. Take hold of the eternal life to which you were called when you made your good confession in the presence of many witnesses.

Paul’s fatherly advice to Timothy, his son in the faith--

But godliness with contentment is great gain. 

From the worlds prospective contentment is very rarely seen as a good thing…

 Just watch TV and see how much contentment is advocated from the world’s viewpoint….

 Every commercial that we watch is telling us not to be content!

Example..

 “When I get some money, tell ya what I’m going to do, going go out and buy a Ford truck or two---Gotta have a Ford truck! “

 Go for all the gusto in life! 

Want a cleaner bathroom buy our product! Want more energy buy our vitamins! Want a better phone service, try us! 

Just about every, if not all commercials, are telling us to not be satisfied with what we have because there is something better out there for us, something that we need more then what we already may have!

Paul and Timothy didn’t have television to influence them, but the world’s view of their day was still pretty much the same! Don’t be satisfied; the grass is greener on the other side of the hill!

Reminds me of a story…

A rich industrialist who was disturbed to find a fisherman sitting lazily beside his boat.  "Why aren't you out there fishing?" he asked. "Because I've caught enough fish for today," said the fisherman.  "Why don't you catch more fish than you need?" the rich man asked.  "What would I do with them?" 

  "You could earn more money," came the impatient reply, "and buy a better boat so you could go deeper and catch more fish. You could purchase nylon nets, catch even more fish, and make more money. Soon you'd have a fleet of boats and be rich like me." 
   The fisherman asked, "Then what would I do?" 
   "You could sit down and enjoy life," said the industrialist. 
   "What do you think I'm doing now?" the fisherman replied.
 As Christians we are to play by different rules then what the world plays by!

 We are to have different values and different priorities and live by different standards!

 So Paul says to his son in the faith, Timothy, a young man that he discipled as a Father would disciple his son…

But godliness with contentment is great gain. 

7 For we brought nothing into the world, and we can take nothing out of it. 

 Notice Paul doesn’t say that just contentment is great gain but that godliness with contentment is great gain!

 Outside of a relationship with Christ we may be somewhat content but that won’t necessarily be of great gain to us!

 We have many, many people in this nation who have fallen into the bondage and slavery of our social welfare system, people who are on those rolls, not because they have to be, as much as they are content to be!

 The paradox is that many will find themselves content with being on welfare because they are not content with what they have or can afford at the time on their own!

 We have a whole generation of Americans who have been brought up under the false understanding that the government owes us something! 
That it is the government’s responsibility to ultimately take care of us, make us content!
Right now some in government are striving to make a new entitlement program out of our health care system.

  Their belief is that health care is a right that the government should provide and they want to take over the system to manage themselves, actually requiring everyone to participate whether they want to or not.
 There is a word for that form of government and it is not democracy or a free republic! It is called socialism!

  America has worked, it has prospered as long as it has, I believe, for two reasons.

#1. Our founder’s reliance on God and incorporating His ideals into our governing documents such as our Bill of Rights and Constitution.

 And Secondly, that we have traditionally been a democratic, capitalistic society of free people.     A society where we have the freedom to succeed and we have the freedom to fail independent of government intervention!

 If we now want to change to a society where God has no place among us and we want the government to guarantee success to its citizens and provide for us, do away with the classes, bringing everyone down to the same level, then in order to do so we must relinquish more and more of our personal freedoms to the government….

And if we do, what we will end up with is not going to be the America our founders intended and It will certainly not lead to contentment!
 If you want to look at the success of socialism or socialistic ideals just look at communist Russia or China or any other nation where its people have advocated their personal freedoms to the government!

 How far have we fallen idealistically as a nation sense John Kennedy said: “Ask not what your country can do for you, ask what can you do for your country!”

  This is where the world’s view of contentment takes us….

 Not being content with what we have or can afford personally, but being content with giving up our personal freedoms to someone who promises to take care of us!

 Israel went through a similar time in the history of their nation.

 Israel was established as a Theocracy, a nation led by God!

 God had led the nation through the prophets, and then the people looked at the nations around them, Nations who all had kings to rule over their people. So Israel decided they were not content with Gods rule through the prophets and decided they wanted to be like everyone else. They rejected the prophets, who where Gods appointed representatives, and said that they wanted a King to rule over them instead!

 Someone who would take care of them, fight their battles and make the hard choices of life for them.

  This angered Samuel, Gods prophet/priest at the time, he took it personal, but God told Samuel to give the people what they wanted for they were not rejecting Samuel but they were rejecting God!

 God gave the people what they wanted! He gave them a king to rule over them, God gave them King Saul! 
  The nation steadily declined from that time forward!

 That is why Paul tells us that, not just contentment is great gain but that: “godliness with contentment is great gain.”

Godliness, when we draw close to God, God gives us a different perspective from that of the worlds view!

Often time’s contentment is just a matter of perspective!

Example:

 Once upon a time, there was a man who lived with his wife, two small children, and his elderly parents in a tiny hut. He tried to be patient and gracious, but the noise and crowded conditions wore him down.

   In desperation, he consulted the village wise man. "Do you have a rooster?" asked the wise man.

   "Yes," he replied.

   "Keep the rooster in the hut with your family, and come see me again next week."

   The next week, the man returned and told the wise elder that living conditions were worse than ever, with the rooster crowing and making a mess of the hut. "Do you have a cow?" asked the wise elder. The man nodded fearfully. "Take your cow into the hut as well, and come see me in a week."

   Over the next several weeks, the man--on the advice of the wise elder--made room for a goat, two dogs, and his brother's children.

   Finally, he could take no more, and in a fit of anger, kicked out all the animals and guests, leaving only his wife, his children, and his parents. The home suddenly became spacious and quiet, and everyone lived happily ever after.

Sometimes contentment is simply a matter of perspective!

Whatever our situation may be, it could be worse!

  Just our drawing close to God will bring us contentment and it is this contentment that will be of great gain to us!

  It is this realization that Paul came to through his relationship with Christ that enabled him to go on and say….

8 But if we have food and clothing, we will be content with that. 

  So, is Paul saying that it is wrong or UN-spiritual for us to prosper financially in life? That if we may be prosperous that automatically means that we are a discontented person?

NO! Not at all!

 What Scripture is saying is that our contentment, our satisfaction in life should come, first and foremost, from our relationship with God!

 As we come to the realization that whatever we have, we have because God, in his grace and generosity, has given it to us. 

  When we realize this, there comes into our lives a joyful gratitude for what we do have, and we are freed from resentment and anxiety over what we don't have.

  Discontentment comes when we are not satisfied with God’s provision in our life and it becomes our primary goal in life to acquire more things!  Our acquiring more becomes a higher priority to us then drawing closer to God!

Paul goes on to Timothy….

9 People who want to get rich (People who make acquiring money or things a higher priority in their life then simply pleasing God) fall into temptation and a trap and into many foolish and harmful desires that plunge men into ruin and destruction. 

10 For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some people, eager for money, have wandered from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs. 

 Money itself is not the root of evil!  Money is a necessary commodity in our life, and money, in and of itself, is not evil in any way! Money is an in inanimate object, and, in fact, has no possibility in itself for containing or making evil!

 But that is not what Paul is saying! He is saying that the love of money is the root of all kinds of evil!

 When we love money, covet it, place it and the acquiring of it as a higher priority in our life then our relationship with God, actually allowing it to draw us away from God, and in so doing, we are in fact allowing it to become a god to us, then it becomes something evil to us!

 Its potential for evil is found in our coveting it!

9 People who want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap and into many foolish and harmful desires that plunge men into ruin and destruction. 

10 For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some people, eager for money, have wandered from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs. 

Because of this our admonition from Scripture is…

11 But you, man of God, (women of God) flee from all this, and pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, endurance and gentleness. 

12 Fight the good fight of the faith. Take hold of the eternal life to which you were called when you made your good confession in the presence of many witnesses.

 As a man or women of God we are to flee from the love of, the coveting of money and material things!

The word scripture uses for flee is--

5343 pheugo {fyoo'-go}

1) to flee away, seek safety by flight

2) to flee (to shun or avoid by flight) something

abhorrent, 

3) to be saved by flight, to escape safely out of danger
 If we ever find that we are starting to place too much importance on the material side of life, that we are not content unless we have more and more things, then Scripture says that we are to flee from those feelings! We are to run for our lives!

 It gives the picture of running away from something in terror…. But we are not just to run anywhere!

 We are to flee from all this, and pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, endurance and gentleness. 

We are to pursue…

1377 dioko {dee-o'-ko}

2) to run swiftly in order to catch a person or thing, to run after, to press on: figuratively of one who in a race runs swiftly to reach the goal

 We are to flee from covetousness, the constant desire for more and more things… and pursue, run swiftly after in order to catch --- righteousness, godliness, faith, love, endurance and gentleness. 

Why? Because such things as these; righteousness, godliness, faith, love, endurance and gentleness are the only things that will bring us real contentment in this life!

Church, as Christians we have been called to be content!

 To live a live of contentment!

 And the only place that we will ever find true contentment is in and through a close and personal relationship with Jesus Christ!

 We build that relationship through seeking and pursuing, righteousness, godliness, faith, love, endurance and gentleness. We do that by pursuing Jesus!

Paul says in:
Phil 4:11 (NIV) -- I have learned to be content whatever the circumstances. 

12 I know what it is to be in need, and I know what it is to have plenty. I have learned the secret of being content in any and every situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in want. 

13 I can do everything through him who gives me strength. 

 Paul was raised in a well to do home; he had held a prestigious job. He had it all from the world’s point of view!
Listen to Paul’s own testimony…
Phil 3: 4 If anyone else thinks he has reasons to put confidence in the flesh, I have more: 

5 circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; in regard to the law, a Pharisee; 

6 as for zeal, persecuting the church; as for legalistic righteousness, faultless. 

7 But whatever was to my profit I now consider loss for the sake of Christ. 

8 What is more, I consider everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them rubbish, that I may gain Christ 

9 and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ--the righteousness that comes from God and is by faith. 

10 I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the fellowship of sharing in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, 

11 and so, somehow, to attain to the resurrection from the dead. 

 Example: Years ago I tried to find contentment through things.
  New cars, new house, gadgets of all kinds.

Even after buying these things I often found I would still be discontented and get bored.  So I would go out and buy something new --but always felt as empty afterwards…the new always wore off and would leave me feeling discontented.

 It was only after committing my life to Christ and pursuing Him and His righteousness that I really found true contentment in my life….

 Paul sums up how to come to true contentment in ones life when he says….

8 What is more, I consider everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them rubbish, that I may gain Christ and be found in him…
 Real contentment in life is not always easy to find, but that is because we often look for it in the wrong places….

 Our jobs, our bank accounts, Sears, Penny’s, Wards, the mall, the car lot, the realtors office, the home shopping channel, our marriages, our children…
   The fact is the only place that we will find real contentment in life is when we look to Jesus Christ!

  When we make Him the Lord of our life and seek a life of love and relationship with Him!

   When we do that then we too can come to the place that the apostle Paul did where we can say along with him…
    What is more, I consider everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them rubbish, that I may gain Christ and be found in him…
 Being discontented can wear you out! It can weary and burden your very soul….

It is to the discontented that Jesus is speaking to when He says… 

  Matt 11:28 (NIV) "Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. 

29 Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 

30 For my yoke is easy and my burden is light." 

 What is the condition of your soul and your heart today? How content are you in your life right now?

  Have you found the true contentment that God has for you to experience in Christ Jesus?

   Have you experienced, are you experiencing, that godliness with contentment is great gain? That as you yoke yourself with Jesus by making Him your Lord and your life’s desire that His yoke is indeed easy and His burden light, and most importantly, it gives your soul the rest of contentment only to be found in Him.   

 Have you given Jesus your all and are you first most living your life in and for Him?
For that is where true contentment lies….
