TITLE: Unity in diversity

TEXT: Ps. 133:1; Gen. 11:1-9; Ro. 15:5-6; 

1 Co. 12:12-31: Ephe. 4:3-6
INTRODUCTION: This morning I want to talk about the Scriptural importance of unity in diversity.
 At first glace this sounds like an oxymoron, a contradiction in terms! Being united and diverse at the same time!

 And yet this is a Scriptural principal that applies to us within the Church, within the Body of Christ!

Unity

 yakh'-ad
properly a unit, that is, (adverbially) unitedly:—alike

 yaw-khad'
A primitive root; to be (or become) one:—join, unite

English dictionary defines Unity
1. being one: the state of being one
2. combining into one: the combining or joining of separate things or entities to form one
Diverse

shen-aw'
 alter, change, (be) diverse.
English dictionary defines Diversity
1. variety: a variety of something such as opinion, color, or style
2. social inclusiveness: ethnic variety, as well as socioeconomic and gender variety, in a group, society, or institution.

Unity in diversity can be a wonderful and beautiful thing!
AND
Unity in diversity can be an awful and terribly destructive thing!

When God originally created the heavens and the earth He created them under the principle of unity in diversity.
 No two people would have the exact same fingerprints!

 No two people would have the exact same DNA!

 No two people are exactly alike!  

Man would be different or diverse from all the rest of creation!

That is how diverse God has created us!

Yet in the Garden of Eden we see the unity of God displayed as well! As we talked about last week, Adam and Eve and God and all of creation enjoyed a unity, a togetherness that was really pretty wonderful!

Back in the beginning we see a perfection of unity in diversity displayed!

 Adam and Eve and God and all of creation very diverse, very different but yet there was a wonderful unity and harmony between them all!
King David echo’s this sediment in:
Psalms 133:1 (NIV) 1    How good and pleasant it is     when brothers live together in unity!
But when sin entered our world through mans disobedience, once man became a sinner, once he took on a nature prone to sin, unity in diversity got all messed up!
 After sin enter the equation being united in our diversity started to cause some pretty big problems! 

  After God had destroyed the earth with the waters of the flood in the time of Noah, Noah and his family were given charge to start over…. One of their main responsibilities was to repopulate the earth…. Noah’s three sons, Shem Ham and Japheth, had taken their wives with them on the ark and they are the ones that start this repopulation process.

After about 5 generations pass and the world is starting to fill back up with humanity something very interesting occurs!

Have you ever visited a foreign land and tried to get directions from a native? My only experience “out of country” was on a fishing expedition into Canada several years ago with a men’s group. How many of you know that they speak a different language in Canada? 
They call it English but it is different then any English I have ever heard!  And the deeper you get into Canada the worse it becomes!  

I had to ask a cashier at a service station in Canada to repeat what she was trying to tell me six times before I finally figured out she was just asking if that would be all!

 I can only imagine what it would be like going to South America or Russia or China and trying to communicate with the natives of those places!
 When you are in a situation where you speak one language and the people around you speak a different language, one that you do not know, it really makes coming into unity with them difficult because of your diversity of speech!

    Do you realize that there used to be only one language on this planet?

Clear up until the time of Noah’s Great, great, great, great, great grandchildren everyone spoke the same language!

 Do you know when and where and why different languages came into being? 

 The when: was in the 5th generation after Noah!

 The where: was at the Tower of Babel!

 The why: was because of what happened with unity in diversity once men had fallen to sin!

Genesis 11:1 - 9 (NIV) 1Now the whole world had one language and a common speech.  2As men moved eastward,they found a plain in Shinar and settled there. 3They said to each other, “Come, let’s make bricks and bake them thoroughly.” They used brick instead of stone, and tar for mortar.  4Then they said, “Come, let us build ourselves a city, with a tower that reaches to the heavens, so that we may make a name for ourselves and not be scattered over the face of the whole earth.” 5But the LORD came down to see the city and the tower that the men were building.  6The LORD said, “If as one people speaking the same language they have begun to do this, then nothing they plan to do will be impossible for them.
  7Come, let us go down and confuse their language so they will not understand each other.” 8So the LORD scattered them from there over all the earth and they stopped building the city.  9That is why it was called Babel—because there the LORD confused the language of the whole world. From there the LORD scattered them over the face of the whole earth.
Up until the time of the building of the tower of Babel everyone spoke the same language!
 Because they could all understand each other, they could collaborate to build a spectacular tower that would reach the Heavens, a tower intended to be the center of civilization. 

 People of all civilizations have built magnificent towers, but the builders of the Tower of Babel caught God’s attention.  Why? Because of their motive for building this Tower! What was their motive? 
 3They said to each other, “Come, let’s make bricks and bake them thoroughly.” They used brick instead of stone, and tar for mortar. 
4Then they said, “Come, let us build ourselves a city, with a tower that reaches to the heavens, so that we may make a name for ourselves!

The builders of the Tower of Babel didn’t want to build the city of God; they wanted to build the city of humankind. 
   Do you know why it mentions here that the people made bricks and planned to build the city and its tower out of brick and mortar instead of stone?

  It shows the intent of their heart to build the city and its tower as a memorial or alter to themselves and not to God!
 God had already commanded that any memorial or alter to Him must be made with uncut and un-tooled stones!  Why? So men would reflect on and honor and worship the creator and not the created!  Uncut stones were a creation of God---baked bricks and mortar were created by and the product of man!

 Their wanting to use baked bricks showed who was really being honored and commemorated in the memorial city that they were building---Themselves! Not God!

All was for the glory of humanity, for dominion over others, and for the glory of self.
   God recognized that because these people had one language and were united, they would accomplish not only this project but also anything else they decided to do—good or bad! Especially bad!
 And since man had a nature that was prone to sin, that was a very dangerous proposition! 

So God intervened.  The problem, God said, was that the people were unified.  That may sound strange to us because it seems that we are always told to seek unity, not division. And yet God divided these people!

 He saw their unity and decided it could only mean harm. God knows that the heart of mankind is sinful and that the unity people create among themselves usually inclines toward evil. So God confused them. He diversified their speech to scattered them.

 Can you picture what that would have been like?

You and everyone else on earth speak the same language!

There is only one known language to man! You have never heard anyone speak anything else!

Then one day you wake up and you find that the words coming out your mouth sound strange to your own ears!

 Your mind has formulated the word but when it comes out your mouth it doesn’t match what your mind has produced!

 And what is even weirder is that your wife and children not only understand this gibberish coming out of your mouth, but when they speak to you, you understand the gibberish coming out of theirs!

 But when you go to talk to your next door neighbor you find that you can’t understand a word that they are saying and they can’t understand you! They are speaking a totally different language!
Now some of you guys may be thinking---That’s why I can’t understand my wife! God has confused her speech!  

The point is: After sin entered the equation unity in diversity was no longer a natural thing on planet Earth!

In fact, God saw it was necessary to confuse the language of men so that they would not congregate together in one large group because when they do they most often get into trouble!

Example: one or two teens seem to get along fine but put 5-10 teens together and what often happens?—Trouble!

(Street lights in St. Charles)

4Then they said, “Come, let us build ourselves a city, with a tower that reaches to the heavens, so that we may make a name, (not for our God) but make a name for ourselves!

So…
6The LORD said, “If as one people speaking the same language they have begun to do this, then nothing they plan to do will be impossible for them.  7Come, let us go down and confuse their language so they will not understand each other.” 8So the LORD scattered them from there over all the earth, and they stopped building the city. 
Unity in diversity was 100% natural and even wholesome in Gods perfect creation but once man fell to sin there was a corruption that took place within this unity in diversity among men and God saw it necessary to divide humanity into smaller groups!
 He did it by confusing their language so that not everyone could understand everyone else!

 And people naturally separated from each other and grouped themselves with those who spoke their language!

 With people that they could understand and who understood them!

This was really a pretty brilliant plan on Gods part!

 So has God given up on the concept of unity in diversity on planet earth today?  NO! Not at all! In fact God has created and established an environment where He expects it on planet earth today!

 Do you realize that in Christ Jesus, all curses are reversed, including this one. On the day of Pentecost, what do we see? People speaking in tongues previously unknown to them to bring about unity within the body of Christ. Through the Spirit of Christ we discover a unity in diversity that is holy and good. 
 In Christ Jesus we see people from all nations, tribes and languages uniting in Him, the head of the Church.
In fact, a central message contained within the Gospel of Jesus Christ is being united within our diversity!

Romans 15:5 - 6 (NIV) 5May the God who gives endurance and encouragement give you a spirit of unity among yourselves as you follow Christ Jesus,  6so that with one heart and mouth you may glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.
The unity of man seeks to glorify and exalt self or glorify and exalt man!

The unity of man “in Christ” results in mans seeking to unite together to glorify and exalt God!

This is what the Apostle Paul teaches us in 1 Corinthians 12.

In speaking about unity in diversity within the body of Christ the Apostle uses this analogy…. 
1 Corinthians 12:12 - 31 (NIV) 12The body is a unit, though it is made up of many parts; and though all its parts are many, they form one body. So it is with Christ.  
13For we were all baptized byone Spirit into one body—whether Jews or Greeks, slave or free—and we were all given the one Spirit to drink. 14Now the body is not made up of one part but of many.  15If the foot should say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” it would not for that reason cease to be part of the body.  16And if the ear should say, “Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body,” it would not for that reason cease to be part of the body.  17If the whole body were an eye, where would the sense of hearing be? 
If the whole body were an ear, where would the sense of smell be?  18But in fact God has arranged the parts in the body, every one of them, just as he wanted them to be.  19If they were all one part, where would the body be?  20As it is, there are many parts, but one body. 21The eye cannot say to the hand, “I don’t need you!” And the head cannot say to the feet, “I don’t need you!” 
 22On the contrary, those parts of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable,  23and the parts that we think are less honorable we treat with special honor. And the parts that are unpresentable are treated with special modesty,  24while our presentable parts need no special treatment. But God has combined the members of the body and has given greater honor to the parts that lacked it,  25so that there should be no division in the body, but that its parts should have equal concern for each other.  26If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is honored, every part rejoices with it. 
Paul has just used an example of our human bodies to build up to the real point that he is trying to make….

12The body is a unit, though it is made up of many parts; and though all its parts are many, they form one body. So it is with Christ.  
Verse 27….Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it.  28And in the church God has appointed first of all apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then workers of miracles, also those having gifts of healing, those able to help others, those with gifts of administration, and those speaking in different kinds of tongues.  29Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work miracles?  30Do all have gifts of healing? Do all speak in tongues? Do all interpret?  NO! Not everyone is gifted as an apostle! Not everyone is given the gift of prophecy! Not everyone is given the gifts of healing! Not everyone is gifted with speaking in other tongues! Not everyone is gifted with the interpretation of tongues!
But all are gifted! All are a part of the Body! And all of the body parts are to work together to bring about wholeness and unity to the rest of the body of Christ!

When Paul says: 12The body is a unit, though it is made up of many parts; and though all its parts are many, they form one body. So it is with Christ----  he is talking about our unity in our diversity within the Body of Christ!

Even though we are many “In Christ”, we are to become as one!

This is the same unity in diversity that existed in the beginning when God created mankind before mankind fell to sin and brought about the curse!

 In Christ Jesus the curse is reversed!

When man fell to sin it made holy unity in diversity impossible!  In Christ Jesus holy unity in our diversity is not only possible but it is what is expected of us!

13For we were all baptized byone Spirit into one body—whether Jews or Greeks, slave or free—and we were all given the one Spirit to drink. 14Now the body is not made up of one part but of many. 
So how are we to respond to this truth?

Ephesians 4:3 - 6 (NIV) 3Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace.  
4There is one body and one Spirit—just as you were called to one hope when you were called— 5one Lord, one faith, one baptism;  6one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all.

So we have been called to----3Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace. 
Are you experiencing confusing and division between yourself and someone else this morning? Are you experiencing confusing and division between yourself and God?

 Perhaps it is because you are not speaking the same language! Possibly what you are experiencing is the impact of a fallen and sinful nature! A nature that has not been completely yielded over to Christ!

 All curses are reversed in Christ! In Christ is where we will truly find unity in our diversity! In Christ is where we will find that we, once again, can speak the same language and it will be a uniting and good thing! Whether it be in our marriages and family relationships, our relationships with friends and co-workers, and especially within the body of Christ, the Church!
God said that when everyone speaks the same language that nothing will be impossible for them!

In Christ, when we strive to speak the same language as our God and be united in Him, this is a tremendous promise and wonderful truth and a potentially powerful thing!

This morning, will you allow Christ to bring your diverse self into unity with Himself and His Body the Church?
 Will you allow, are you allowing Christ to reverse the curse of the confusion that sin has brought in your life?

Have you given yourself wholly to Christ this morning? Allowing Him to use you in your diversity to be a uniting force for Him? A uniting force within your home and family, a uniting force within your workplace and marketplace and a uniting force within His mystical Body, the Church?
