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TITLE: There’s No Place like Home!

TEXT: Luke 15:11-19; Ephe. 2:8-9; Ro. 5:8; Mt. 12:31;Ro. 8:15-16

INTRODUCTION:  Do you agree this morning that there is no place like home?

 The phrase was made popular by the movie, The Wizard Of Oz.. Toward the Movies end we find Dorothy, after facing all the trials and tribulation of being away from home, clicking her heals together and saying the magic words, “there is no place like home, there is no place like home”.  

 Pam and I have found this to be true. Whenever we travel, whether just overnight or for a couple weeks, it seems we always find that it is good to just get home.

  Why is that? 

  Home is a familiar place, a comfortable place, a safe place, a secure place. A place that, when we leave it, there seems always to be a part of us that yearn to be back there.

  Jesus tells a parable that speaks about this very thing …One who longed to be back home….

 The parable of the lost son….

Luke 15:11 (NIV) "There was a man who had two sons. 

12 The younger one said to his father, `Father, give me my share of the estate.' So he divided his property between them. 

13 "Not long after that, the younger son got together all he had, set off for a distant country and there squandered his wealth in wild living. 

14 After he had spent everything, there was a severe famine in that whole country, and he began to be in need. 

15 So he went and hired himself out to a citizen of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed pigs. 

16 He longed to fill his stomach with the pods that the pigs were eating, but no one gave him anything. 

17 "When he came to his senses, he said, `How many of my father's hired men have food to spare, and here I am starving to death! 

18 I will set out and go back to my father and say to him: Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. 

19 I am no longer worthy to be called your son; make me like one of your hired men.' 

 Here we have a young man that comes to a place of thinking that the grass is greener on the other side of the hill.

  He gets his father to give him his inheritance early and then leaves home. Not to establish a home of his own but he leaves so that he can be his own man, answerable only to himself.

 Scripture says that he: “set off for a distant country and there squandered his wealth in wild living. 

 If we read between the lines here it would go something like this: I am tired of living by your rules, by your standards! I am getting out of here so that I can live my life the way that I want to live it! I will set my own rules and live by my own standards…
  As young men or woman, how many of us maybe left home the first time for the same reasons…So we could do things our way?

  Anyway, the young man leaves and spends his entire inheritance on wild living.. In short, he lives apart from the standards that he would have lived by had he remained at home..

 Then things start to go bad for him. There is a famine in the land that he has gone to and life becomes tough. He runs out of money and has to go out and get a real job.  It is not even a good job! The only work that he can find is tending someone else’s pigs. 

 Things are so bad that the slop that he is feeding to the pigs is starting to look pretty good to him, so he wakes up one day and says:
 You know, home really wasn’t so bad! Even my father’s hired servants had more than enough food and here I am about to eat pig pods!

  So this is what I am going to do. I am going to go back home and say to my father, I have sinned against heaven and against you! I know I am no longer worthy to be called your son, but just hire me as one of your servants…
  A realization that this young man came to was this:

 It would be better to be a hireling, a slave in his Father’s house then a free man separated from his Father’s blessings.
 When he willfully, not just separated himself from his father, but the implication is he forsook, turned his back on his father and went out into the world, and when the world beat him up and spit him out he came to the realization that there is no place like home. There is no place like being in the Fathers house. A place of security and provision…
Jesus uses this parable to teach us a spiritual truth.
 This, like most of the parables of Jesus, relates to the Kingdom of God.
 In this parable the Fathers house represents the kingdom of God, God is the Father and we as Christians are His children.

 Each of us has a choice to make. Stay at home, stay in fellowship and serve the Father or leave and go out on our own. Living by our own rules, setting our own values and standards and squandering ourselves on the things of this world, the pleasures of this life.
 Has anyone here this morning ever chose to turn your back on God to go it on your own and found out that apart from God that things can get pretty ugly out there?

  Has anyone ever found themselves out feeding with the swine of this world so to speak, living a life separated from God through compromise and sin and then realized that your life was going nowhere and you just longed to be back at home.  Back in right relationship with God?

  And even though you knew where you should be, where you longed to be, you possibly felt unworthy to come back because of the life that you have been living and the things that you had done?

 If we read in-between the lines in this parable I think we see that this is the way that this young man felt….

 Listen to what he says …

18 I will set out and go back to my father and say to him: Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. 

19 I am no longer worthy to be called your son; make me like one of your hired men.' 

 I can’t count the times that I have counseled someone who was struggling in their relationship with the Lord and what was keeping then from coming to Him or back to Him was their feeling unworthy because of the sins that they had committed.

 I run into this a lot at the Jail ministry.
  News flash!! No one is worthy to be a Child of God!

 None of us are worthy of His love or His Salvation!

 Scripture says that we have all sinned and fallen short of the Glory of God and that our righteousness apart from Him is like filthy rags in His sight..
 None of us are worthy of God’s love and forgiveness!

 But that is what Grace is all about…
 Ephe 2:8 (NIV) For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith--and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God-- 

9 not by works, so that no one can boast. 

 It is by grace that we have been saved!

Grace-- God’s unmerited favor upon us! God’s willingness and desire to forgive us regardless of what we have done!

 That is why perfection is not a prerequisite to our Salvation..
Roma 5:8 (NIV) But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 

  We shouldn’t attempt to feel worthy --just grateful!

 Grateful that even while we were dead and lost in our sin that Christ came to die for us so that we would have a way to come back to Him! Not through our goodness but by His grace, the grace of the shed blood of Jesus Christ.    

 Blood that the old Hymn assures us, washes away our sin and makes us as white as snow as we apply His blood to our lives by making Jesus the Lord and savior of our life.

 Let’s see the reaction of the Father when the wayward child returns home…..

20 So he got up and went to his father. 

"But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed him. 

 A aldy by the name of  Jeannette George, Tells a story of a plane trip that she once took…

 Jeannette shares that on a short flight from Tucson to Phoenix, as she got on, she noticed a young woman with her baby. They were both dressed in white dresses. The mother was smiling, and the little baby was saying "Dada, Dada." And the little baby, she said, was darling. She wore a little pink bow where there would probably be hair someday, just as cute as she could be. They sat down opposite of her on the plane. Every time anybody went by, the baby would say, "Dada, Dada." 

   The young mother said they were going home, and Daddy was waiting for them. 

  Everybody was happy, and they all enjoyed the little baby. The mother had a little Thermos with orange juice in it. She kept feeding the baby, a little fruit and then a little juice.
  Every time the baby cried the mother fed her a little bit more orange juice and a little more fruit. 

   The flight was very turbulent. (The flight was so rough that the attendants had to stay seated.) And suddenly all of the fruit that had gone down this baby came up. More came up than had gone down; She said more came up than there was baby, and it was startling; the carpet was not in good condition. It was a mess. It even hit the sleeve of the suit coat Jeanette was wearing.
   She said that those of us on the opposite side of the aisle were not in good condition at al but they kept trying to tell the young mother it was just fine. 

 They handed her tissues and things. (I mean, they had all been babies themselves at one time.) 

  She said it was a very loving time, but a mess. The baby was crying, and she looked awful. She said we couldn't cry, but we looked awful. The mother was so sorry about it. 

 The minute they landed, baby was fine: "Dada, Dada.” She said when we began to get off the plane we all moved very carefully. Jeanette  had on a suit, and was trying to decide whether to burn it or just cut off the sleeve. Have you ever tried to get away from something really unpleasant and it was you? Well that's the way she was. It was really bad. 

 She looked out of the plane, and there waiting was the young man who had to be Daddy: white slacks, white shirt, white flowers. She thought, I know what's going to happen. He's going to run to that baby who now looks so awful--I mean the hair and the dress were dreadful. He's going to run to that baby, get one look, and keep on running, saying, "Not my kid!" 

   As he ran to his wife and child as they got off the plane He picked up his child, and she said she watched him as he hugged that baby and kissed that baby and stroked that baby's hair. He said, "Daddy's baby's come home. Daddy's baby's come home." 

   She watched them all the way to the luggage claim area. He never stopped kissing that baby. He never stopped welcoming that baby back home. 

  Jeanette said she then had this  thought, Where did I ever get the idea that my Heavenly Father’s love for me is any less than this young daddy in white slacks and white shirt with white flowers. 
  This is a perfect picture of the love that God has for anyone who has strayed from Him….

 Even though we may come home in a pitiful condition, covered with the vomit of this world, He is there to pick us up in his arms and say “Daddy’s child’s come home!”

In the parable it says that while the young man was a long way off the father saw him and was filled with compassion for him…

  Even before the son came and made his plea, the Father saw him from afar and was filled with compassion for His child!

  When he was still a long way off the Father didn’t know what his intent was! The only thing that the Father saw at that distance was the silhouette of his son. Possibly humped over and broken by a life of sin, probably a real mess, covered by the puke of this world.

 The Father didn’t turn away in disgust!

 The father didn’t think, well, what does he want? What is he coming back for? More money to squander on riotous living?

 No! It says that He had compassion on him! His heart broke when he saw the broken condition of His son!

 When he arrives…

21 "The son said to him, `Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son.' 

  Again, it shows us the fear that the young man had because He felt unworthy of his father’s love and acceptance..

 But notice the response of the Father…..

22 "But the father said to his servants, `Quick! Bring the best robe and put it on him. Put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. 

23 Bring the fattened calf and kill it. Let's have a feast and celebrate. 

24 For this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.' So they began to celebrate. 

  Did the father agree with what his son had done? Was he condoning his child’s bad behavior? Not at all!

  The son came home, not demanding any rights that he thought that he might still have as a son, but he came repentant and in humility.

 I Have sinned against Heaven and against you and I know that I am not worthy—Father, I just fall upon your mercy!
 I don’t even deserve to be called your son anymore because of what I have done---just allow me to be one of your servants!

  So the Father says to his servants…

Quick! Bring the best robe and put it on him. Put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. 

23 Bring the fattened calf and kill it. Let's have a feast and celebrate. 

24 For this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.' So they began to celebrate. 

This is the same reaction that God has today when we come, or come back to Him with a repentant and humble heart!

 He sees us from a distance and has compassion on us!

 While we were yet sinners Christ died for us!

 While we were being knocked down and out and beat up by our sinful condition God saw us from afar and it says that His reaction, is not one of anger but of compassion..
 He hurts because He sees us hurting…
 Our pain causes Him pain…
Scripture says that there is much rejoicing in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents!

 When the prodigal son came home the Father rejoiced!

 He didn’t lecture his son about what he had done, He didn’t say I told you so! He welcomed His son! He threw a party to celebrate his son’s coming home!
 He said—Strike up the Bar-B-Q and throw on the steaks! Lets’ have a party!

  For this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.

 Here we see a perfect picture of the forgiveness of God….
 Certainly the father had been hurt by what his son had done! He had turned his back on the Father.

 He had squandered his inheritance, lived a terrible life of sin yet the father was willing to forgive everything that the son had done, and simply rejoiced to see him back home.
 The young man was on a road headed for hell and being eternally lost and separated from his father. On a road that lead toward death and destruction but he had turned around and now had come back home..
And his coming back home overshadowed everything that he had done.
  This reveals an important truth to us about God this morning and that is this…

 There is no sin too great for God to forgive –(man at Jail)
No sin but one..

Matt 12:31 (NIV) And so I tell you, every sin and blasphemy will be forgiven men, but the blasphemy against the Spirit will not be forgiven. 
 The only sin that God can’t forgive is Blasphemy against the Holy Spirit, which I believe is the rejection of Christ.       Because in rejecting Christ we reject the only means of the forgiveness and salvation that God has provided us!
 The Holy Spirit is Gods agent in revealing Christ Jesus to us. It is the Spirit that convicts our heart of sin and draws us to Christ for the forgiveness of that sin.

 To continually harden our hearts to the work that the Holy Spirit is trying to do in us, which is to unite us with Christ, is to harden our hearts against our only means of forgiveness and salvation!

  All other sin God can and will forgive as we come to Him with a humble and repentant heart!

Jesus purpose in this parable is to show us the love and the compassion and the great forgiveness of God.
    The young man in this parable’s main fear was not being accepted by the Father.

 He certainly didn’t expect to be accepted again as a son…

 Yet he was welcomed home as a son of the Father!

 His dad said: get a robe and put it on him! Put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet!

The robe was a ceremonial one such as a guest of honor would be given, and the sandals were those only a free man would wear.

…But why the ring?
 The ring was the family ring! It was a signet ring! It bore the mark and the authority of the father and only a son could wear it..
 The ring was the symbol, the seal that the child had been restored to son-ship!

  Folks when we come to Christ God places a seal of son-ship upon us. He places His Holy Spirit upon us.

Roma 8:15 (NIV) For you did not receive a spirit that makes you a slave again to fear, but you received the Spirit of sonship. And by him we cry, "Abba, Father." 

16 The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God's children. 

 Abba= Aramaic word that’s closest English equivalent is “Daddy” or “Pappa”. 

 And as a child of God we can be assured that God has received us as sons and daughters…

When we come to Him with a repentant and humble heart Scripture assures us that He will forgive us ALL our sins and cleanse us from ALL our UN-righteousness

 Scripture assures us that all our sins are as far removed from His sight as east is from west!

 That all our sins and un-righteous acts are buried in the depths of the deepest sea!

 That God, our Heavenly Father, remembers them no more!

 When we come back home, home to a life of relationship with Christ, God will clothe us with a new robe to wear, the robe of salvation!

  And He will put new sandals on our feet, our feet will be fitted with  the readiness that comes from the gospel of peace.
 And He will put His ring, His seal, His Holy Spirit upon us that marks us as His child!

  This morning if you have strayed from home, strayed from the Father then just know that God sees you from afar! He has compassion on you and as you come to Him or come back to Him He will be there to embrace you and welcome you home to fellowship with Himself and the rest of the family, not as a hired servant but as a son, as a daughter!

 There is no place like home! Especially being at home in fellowship with the Lord..
 The only two who know where your heart is in relationship to God this morning is you and God.
 If God the Holy Spirit is speaking to your heart this morning that you need to come or come back home to right relationship with the Father then know that He sees you from afar and His compassion for you is great and His greatest desire is see you come to or back to the relationship with Himself that He created you for---The angels of Heaven are standing ready to rejoice with you today…
Prayer--invitation


