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TITLE: A Mothers Love

TEXT: Prov. 31:15; 2 Sam. 21:1-14;  Jn. 3:16 & 15:13

INTRODUCTION: I want to wish all the mothers here this morning a Happy Mothers Day.

  This morning I want to talk about some things that Scripture has to say about Motherhood…


Prov. 31:15 (NIV)
15She gets up while it is still dark;

she provides food for her family

and portions for her servant girls.

 I ran across an article entitled: How did your mother cook?

   Actor Alan Thicke, who stared in ABC's sitcom, Growing Pains, says this of his mother's culinary skills:

Thicke recalling the cooking of his mother, Joan,   "She would burn, she would cremate, she would nuke,". "If you are what you eat, I'd be black. Her idea of a balanced meal was one where you had a 50-50% chance of survival." Modern technology has not improved her culinary technique, he says. "She has a microwave now. She can burn food faster."

   He says, Maybe we all should play it safe and take our mothers out for dinner this Mother Day!

 All kidding aside Motherhood is probably among the toughest occupations on this planet.
 I read about a woman who one day telephoned a friend and asked how she was feeling, "Terrible," came the reply over the phone, "my head's splitting and my back and legs are killing me. The house is a mess, and the kids are simply driving me crazy." Very sympathetically the caller said, "Listen, go and lie down, I'll come over right away and cook lunch for you, clean up the house, and take care of the children while you get some rest. By the way, how is Sam?"

   "Sam?" the complaining housewife gasped. "I don’t now any Sam."

   "My heavens," exclaimed the first woman, "I must have dialed the wrong number."

   There was a long pause. "Are you still coming over?" the mother asked hopefully.

How many of you moms can identify with this mother’s frustration this morning?

 Motherhood is not easy!

It was a wise man who once said: Motherhood is full of frustrations and challenges – but be encouraged moms, eventually they will move out.

 If we want to see an everyday illustration and example of Gods love revealed on this planet we need look no further then that of the love of a mother for her children….

  And this is surprising to me in view of the way that children come into this world.
   You would think that after giving birth to a child that there would be a certain amount of resentment on the part of a mother.
  When a child is born they give their mom a preview of what life is going to be like for them as a mother…
 It is going to be a painful and trying process at times..
 I don’t know what the pain of childbirth is like but from observing it I know that it is not a pleasant experience.
 I have never experienced the pain of childbirth but I have experienced severe pain in my life. I can remember the pain of bone grafts in my arm and how when I had my first one done I looked at Pam afterwards and as the morphine was wearing off I told her that I wasn’t going to do this again and that I would let them take off my arm before I would let them do another bone graft. ( I had 2 more)
 Yet how many moms, after experiencing the pain of childbirth will go on and have more children. And do it willingly!
 Talk about sacrificial love!
There is a story in Scripture about a Mothers love that has always really impressed me….

 It is the story of a mother named Rizpah.

 Rizpah is not a well known figure in Scripture. In fact she is only mentioned once in the Bible.  

2 Sam. 21:1 -14 (NIV)
1During the reign of David, there was a famine for three successive years; so David sought the face of the LORD. The LORD said, “It is on account of Saul and his blood-stained house; it is because he put the Gibeonites to death.”

2The king summoned the Gibeonites and spoke to them. (Now the Gibeonites were not a part of Israel but were survivors of the Amorites; the Israelites had sworn to spare them, but Saul in his zeal for Israel and Judah had tried to annihilate the Gibeonites.) 3David asked the Gibeonites, “What shall I do for you? How shall I make amends so that you will bless the LORD’S inheritance?”

4The Gibeonites answered him, “We have no right to demand silver or gold from Saul or his family, nor do we have the right to put anyone in Israel to death.”

“What do you want me to do for you?” David asked.

5They answered the king, “As for the man who destroyed us and plotted against us so that we have been decimated and have no place anywhere in Israel, 6let seven of his male descendants be given to us to be killed and exposed before the LORD at Gibeah of Saul—the Lord’s chosen one.”

So the king said, “I will give them to you.”

7The king spared Mephibosheth son of Jonathan, the son of Saul, because of the oath before the LORD between David and Jonathan son of Saul. 8But the king took Armoni and Mephibosheth, the two sons of Aiah’s daughter Rizpah, whom she had borne to Saul, together with the five sons of Saul’s daughter Merab….. 9He handed them over to the Gibeonites, who killed and exposed them on a hill before the LORD. All seven of them fell together; they were put to death during the first days of the harvest, just as the barley harvest was beginning.
Ok, here we have a severe famine that infects the land of Israel in the time of King David that the Lord has sent as a punishment because of what Saul had done when he was king.  

In an earlier generation the Israelites had made a covenant with the Gibeonites and King Saul broke that covenant by trying to annihilate them.

 It was because of Saul’s breaking this covenant that God had sent the famine on Israel.

 The reason for the famine is revealed to David so David seeks to make things right with the Gibeonites so that the Lord will end the famine…

He goes to the leadership of the Gibeonites and asks what he can do for them to make things right so that the Lord will end the famine…..

 The Gibeonites respond by saying that they want 7 of Saul’s descendants handed over to them to be killed.
 David grants their request… he has two sons of Saul and 5 grandchildren of Saul handed over to the Gibeonites as retribution for the covenant that Saul had broken with them when he tried to annihilate them….

Rizpah was a concubine of King Saul and the mother of the two of Saul’s sons that David hands over to the Gibeonites.
Listen to the depths of this mothers love for her children….. 

 After the children of Rizpah and the children of Merab had been handed over to the Gibeonites and killed and their bodies laid out on display on a hillside it says…

10Rizpah daughter of Aiah took sackcloth and spread it out for herself on a rock. From the beginning of the harvest till the rain poured down from the heavens on the bodies, she did not let the birds of the air touch them by day or the wild animals by night. 

Even death itself couldn’t squelch this mother’s sacrificial love and concern for her children.
This mother refuses to leave the exposed bodies of her sons until the drought ends as a sign that Saul’s crime has been expiated. 

  To allow the “birds of the air” and the “wild animals” to feast on the carcasses would be, not only to subject them to the most disgraceful treatment possible, but would also resign them to the curse reserved for covenant violators.
 So this mom hovers over her dead children chasing away the birds and wild beast until the rains came down proving that the curse had been lifted and she can now bury her children in peace knowing she has done all that she could do for her children.
  This mothers love and concern for her children transcended life itself.
 Even after her sons were dead and feeling no pain her instinct was to protect and care for them.
 A love that transcends and is greater then life itself.
 This is a mother’s love for her children.
 There is only one other place in Scripture that we see this degree of love illustrated and that is in the Gospels…

John 3:16 (NIV)
16“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.

Even a mother’s love pales in comparison to the love that God has for you and I…
 I believe Rizpah would have done anything to spare her children. Her love for them was that great..
 God loves us so much that He allowed His Son to die on a cross for our sin!

 A mother will sacrifice for her children because that is what is natural for her to do.
A true story…

   About 6:00 A.M. on a Wednesday morning James Lawson of Running Springs, California  left home to apply for a job. About an hour later his thirty-six-year-old wife Patsy left for her fifth grade teaching job down the mountain in Riverside California--accompanied by her two children, five-year-old Susan and two-year-old Gerald. She was to drop them off at the baby-sitter's and go on to work. Unfortunately, they never got that far. Eight and a half hours later the man found his wife and daughter dead in their wrecked car, upside down in a cold mountain stream. His two-year-old son was just barely alive in the forty-eight-degree water.     But in that accident the character of a mother was revealed in a most dramatic and heart-rending way. For when the father scrambled down the cliff to what he was sure were the cries of his dying wife, he found her locked in death, holding her little boy's head just above water in the submerged car. For eight and a half hours Patsy Lawson had held her beloved toddler afloat and had finally died, her body frozen in death in that position of self-giving love, holding her baby up to breathe. She died that another might live.
   That's the essence of a mother's love. In a sense this mother did what was natural for her to do. Protect her child at any cost.
  Probably every mother here this morning would do the same thing. Be willing to make the same ultimate sacrifice for your child.
 Is there any greater love then this?

 Actually there is!

 What if this mother had another child in the car… What if there was a friends child staying over and she would have had them in the car with her children that day and when the car flipped over into the creak and she had the choice of either saving her child’s life or the life of the child that wasn’t hers and she chose to save the other child and allow her child to perish? 
 I think that would be a very unnatural thing for a mother to do.  To chose to save another child’s life instead of her own.
  The love of God is so great for you and I that He did what was totally unnatural to try to save us.  He sent His son to die in our place…
   As great a love as a mothers love is, I can’t imagine a mother ever asking her son or daughter to go and give their life for someone else.
Yet isn’t that exactly what God did for us? 

 God sent His Son to die in our place.. He sent His Son to pay the penalty for our sin..
He who knew no sin became a sin sacrifice for you and for me!

Jesus says in:

John 15:13 (NIV)
13Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends.

 The heart wrenching thing that happened at Calvary was when God had to turn His face and His back on His only begotten Son..
  How the Fathers heart must have broken when the Son cries out from the cross---My God, My God why have you forsaken me?

 As Jesus, the spotless lamb of God,  the only begotten Son of God, cries out in anguish from the cross, God the Father has to turn His head and allow His Son to be so brutally mistreated..
  It would be one thing as a parent to watch your child suffer so terribly and be able to do absolutely nothing about it, but how much more terrible would it be to have the power to stop the suffering of your child but knowing that if you do the entire human race would be lost so you just sit back and allow to happen what you have the power to stop…
  God could have stopped the suffering of Christ Jesus at any time. God had the power to save and spare His Son….
 Yet He chose to turn His head from His Sons cries of agony as your and my sin was being poured out upon Him..
Why?  Because of His love for you!  Because of His love for me!

 For God so loved the world that He gave, He sacrificed His only Son so that we may live..
  Whenever we witness the sacrificial love that a mother has for her children it should spur us to remember the even greater sacrificial love that God has for you and I.

I believe one of the main reasons that God has given us mothers is for a living and earthly example of the love that He has for us. As an earthly manifestation of the degree of His love for you and me.
 I believe that the best example that we have on this planet of Gods supreme love for us is in the example of a mothers love for her children…

   It is this truth that probably caused William Makepeace Thackeray to write….

“Mother is the name of God in the lips and hearts of little children.”

The Hebrew word for mother is:

ʼêm     ame
A primitive word; a mother (as the bond of the family); in a wide sense (both literally and figuratively).

 Mother—the bond, the cement, the glue of the family, that which holds the family together….

It has always been interesting to me when they interview a prominent athlete on tv. Their dad may have worked with them all throughout their childhood to hone their sports skills and yet when given the opportunity to say hi to someone back at home it seems they always say… Hello mom!

Mothers,  This is your day! Take advantage of it! If you are taken out for dinner today order the steak and Lobster!  You’ve earned it!
   But also realize that you have a very high calling upon your life! 

 God has called and chosen to use you and the degree of love that you have for your children as an earthly example and manifestation of His love for a lost world…
  I would encourage you to remain faithful to your calling… Continue to be the example of the sacrificial love of God in the part of the world where He has placed you….

 The greatest gift that you will ever be able to give the children that God has blessed you with is your love.

 Even on those days when they are less the lovable…

 Through your love God has chosen to use you to be an earthly example and manifestation of His love for a lost world…

