Louise Giblin SEPA UNISON Branch International Officer 2020
This is the 15th year that SEPA UNISON has had a branch International Officer, a requirement for all UNISON branches. This is the 13th year I have been International Officer and this is my report to AGM. The main task of the International Officer is to identify International Trade Union issues and causes where SEPA UNISON can provide solidarity and support. Trade unionists in many other countries risk intimidation and even death for active membership in a union. Solidarity - joining together with others who share a common interest - is the very basis of trade unionism, and it doesn’t stop at national borders.
My main duties include liaising with UNISON’s communications network for serving International Officers.  

If you are interested in international issues please contact me on louise.giblin@sepa.org to join the distribution list. 
I have been elected to sit on UNISON Scotland’s International Committee this year and have attended all of the committee meetings this year. 
I also attended UNISON’s National Delegate Conference in Liverpool and attended the International Rally and fringe events outwith conference with organisations such as the Cuba Solidarity, Columbia & Brazil Solidarity campaigns. 

UNISON Scotland organised a delegation to Brazil with Strathclyde University’s Human Resource Management and Mechanical and Aerospace Engineering Department, the Federation of Rural Workers of the State of Sao Paulo, Brazil (FERAESP) and the University of Sao Paulo. I represented UNISON Scotland along with Kaila McCulloch from Shetland Island Council UNISON branch with a great deal of support from our branch and UNISON branches throughout Scotland. We have raised £3000 to help build a community kitchen and trade union learning centre.
I attended the UNISON International Seminar at Warwick University where we met with Joabe Cavalcante from Brazil Solidarity Initiative to discuss our work in Brazil. However the highlight of the seminar was getting to watch ‘Nae Parasan’ with a Q&A with Sergio Requena-Rueda and John Keenan who featured in the film.
At International committee we had a skype conversation with Zaqueu Ribera de Aguiar (community leader in São Paulo) with Dr Brian Garvey from Strathclyde University who reported that the agrarian reform has been halted by the current government. Zaqueu told us how the level of investment from the USA has negatively affected agrarian reform and is much more supportive of large scale agriculture and big pharmaceutical companies.
I presented the work we had been doing with Brazil in Scotland, alongside Sam McCartney (Chair International committee) at the UNISON Regional seminar in Newcastle.  We reported that UNISON Scotland will continue to promote the struggles of these workers and the environmental impacts of such practice to help with the wider understanding of the problems they face. Agribusiness has not only undermined agrarian reform efforts but has also generated a growing dependency on a socially and environmentally destructive monoculture agricultural economy. Moreover, Brazil’s current political and economic crisis has further undermined the struggle for agrarian reform. These people are trying to grow organic food and protect the water and land from environmental destruction, whilst being faced with forced removal from their land and the might of global supply chain economics. We took the opportunity to launch our letter writing campaign to MP’s to ask for support for the 2 de Janeiro community in Brazil.  
I hope to be re-nominated to the international committee again this year to continue with this project and the other work the UNISON Scotland International committee does.
I would like to take this opportunity to mark the recent passing of Sam McCartney, Chair of UNISON Scotland International committee, he was passionate about International trade unionism and a great friend. 

SEPA UNISON International Work
SEPA UNISON is affiliated to the Cuba Solidarity campaign (CSC), Venezuela Solidarity Campaign (VSC), Scottish Venezuela Solidarity Campaign (SVSC) and Amnesty International (AIUK).

I would also like to propose affiliation to the Brazil Solidarity Initiative this year. 
SEPA UNISON members can also find out more about UNISON’s International work by going to the following dedicated page on the UNISON Website:
https://www.unison.org.uk/about/what-we-do/working-internationally/

Twitter @SEPAUNISON

UNISON Scotland International committee, UNISON Branch International Regional Officers and Scottish Venezuela Solidarity Campaign also have Facebook pages, of which I am an administrator. 
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