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Case Study for:
Royal Berkshire Hospital, Reading - Conservation Statement

The Royal Berkshire Hospital is a working hospital dating
from its original construction of 1837-1839.

The building has developed and expanded over the years of
original construction, and is now a leading hospital, offering a full
range of services.

The Board were looking to developing a full development plan for
the hospital, but were aware that the building was listed, and
knew little more than that about this little heritage gem.
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1- Sketch of original building

Work included:

e Conservation Statement, liaison with amenity societies and local authority for the Isolation
Ward to allow for the new Cancer Treatment Centre to be constructed

e Heritage Statement to understand the importance and significance of the site and its
associated buildings
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Social Historical First purpose bull Nurses Home (1872) - Later developad | Considerable ITHF. ROYAI. DERKSHIRE. HOSPITAI . READINC
‘Sociall Historical | The hospital provides an understanding of the Industrial | Considerable A E

Revolution #nd the provisions given to the poor in the
community, as free medical assistance was offered to the
poor through donation from the richer classes.

Shows class system through the trcatment of the patients

Shows the changing injuries and improving medical
procedures.

Sociall Historical Opening of New Nurses Home on 7 April 1925 by HRH | Some
Princess Mary, Viscountess La Scelles

Sociall Historical Nuffield block opened by HRH Princess Alice, Countess of | Some
Alhlone on 24 June 1939 |

Social/ Historical Connection with Sir Douglas Bader, WWII Hero. Considerable

“Contextual | Connection with Isambard Kingdom Brunel & GWR | Some
Construction - The GWR was known admiringly Lo scom us "Cod's
‘Woncerful Rallway”. In 1999, In recogniion of the railway's historical |
importance, parts of he original Groat Wastern Main | ine were added to
UNESCO's tentative World | leritage Sites ist,

Contextual The hospital shows the development of medicine and | Some
medical services which can easily be read within the currentt
setting.

Archaeological

None noted at present

Landscape i

None noted at present |

i

Economic " | Hospital offering free care to poor people prior to NHS from | Some |
thraugh the use of local sponsorship and donation.
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| Environmentalf

Wildlife None noted at present |

2 & 3- Sample of Conservation Statement, including sample of Assessment of Significance

ion 4
Understanding the Asset

4.1 Briof background history
The hospital ocoupies @ long thin sile, running gently Loh#l from London Road to Addingon Road, and
fiankod by Graven Road and Redlands Road. The bukings of the hosphsl we of various 5gos, from the
orignal building of 1839 1o the katest ward block buit n 2006. Despile the various ages and styles of
buiding, amost all of the hospi’s depariments aro accossitie from @ single indoor padeatrian route
that runs tho longth of the site. The originat entrance on Loncon Road il exists, but the main entrance
s now situatod in Craven Road

One of the principle reason for the hospital to ba constructed was 1o offer essistance and deal wih the
targo number of injuries of the workers constructng the now Greal Westen Reiway under Isamberd
Kingdom Brunel. The first patient is reported to be Gearge Eariay, a ffleen yeer old raiway worker who
sustained a severe compound fracture o s upper amm, resulting in his arm being amputated'

The original section of the Hospital, now the centre of North Block an London Road, was designed in
1836 by Rev Henry Brant, and constructed in 1637-39,

Briant, won the design compatition for e hospital in 1637, after submAting two designs for the
competiion. one Cothic and the second Grecian. Bolh Cesigns were inltialy selected by George
Basow, the assessor, bul |t was the Grook dosign that was chosen, bul wih infemal modiicatons
based o tho Gothc plen. Briant designed other buildings within Reading. and had an exhibiton ot the
Royal Academy In 184243, In 1843 he was ordained and moved to Queens Callege, Carmbridge, prior
10 his doath in 1884 in Manchester, at the sge of 71

King Wiliam 1V had taken a keen interest in the hospitsf prior (o #s construction, and as a censequence
his Arms appear on the central pediment. He died before the hospial openod, herefore making this the
st building 10 be built with Wilkam IV's coat of ams displayed. The Royal Berkshire Hospilal was
given it's own coat of arms in 1639.”

Wrs Hogg became the first Matron eaming £30 @ year Nurses were paid £12.00 a year and al staff
were 10 find thex own tes and sugar. Ale wars used In the hospials et this time and the Royal Borkshire
racords 1,003 % galions of baer for one year~ Prior fo paid nursing staff, patients wore expocted fo
bring el own nurses. Linen was also 10 ba supplied by patients.

A roport produced in 186344 for pastisment! highlighied that the hosoital was ‘sfrctly counbyy’ hosphal
of good construction in the main, woll managed, with nudes for admission somewhat moro liberal than
Mhose of country hospitals w genorol. Lator committing hat operations were undortaken, and the

resulls & successful as Londan, however, it must not be forgoiten, however, that nesthor the ventiation H . I B k h H N H S T t
e e . R S, v, s dhr b s ient: Royal Berkshire rus
Tha hospital served injured miltary men during Word War I, indiuding Sir Dougles Bader, a famous

fighter plot. Sir Douglas Bader is crediled with twenty-two aorial victories during Workd War Il. He was

considered to be an inspirational Briish hero of the es, due 1o s brutally forthright, dogmalic snd

often highly opinionated views (especially against authority), coupled with his boundless energy and
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peers

In 1931, the Douggas Bacer had botn egs ampis
ofter a1 ar crash &l Woodley Aerodrome. The hos
hese ovents are depicted.”

4 in the hospital by the surgeon Leanard Joyce.
ol fonturos 0 the fim Reach for the Sky, where

l1|Page
Janice Gooch Heritage Consultancy



