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TITLE: A DEBT THAT'S TO REMAIN UNPAID!

TEXT: ROMANS 13:8;  1st John 4:11-21; 1st Pet. 4:8;

1st Co. 13:1-8

INTRODUCTION: No one likes to be in debt, yet all of us are or have been in debt at one time or another...

 To be in debt is to owe someone for something that someone has done for you...

  A bank loans you money to buy a house or a car, you become a indebted to the bank, you are indebted to them until you pay them back..

  You use a credit card to make a purchase; you become indebted to the credit card company until you pay them for what you have purchased...

  We have become a society that is debt oriented..

 One of the biggest problems in our nation today is debt.
  Our nation is a nation that is deep in debt, to the tune of what, 17 trillion dollars! 
 Our nation has fallen to the same philosophy of buying now and paying later that the majority of its citizens have.

Example: forefathers-paid in cash, many times even for their cars and homes---today we buy now and will worry about paying later…
  One thing that is true with all debt is that there will come a day when the debt is due. A day when we will have to pay for that which has been indebted to us...

Example: Years ago Pam & I  got into tremendous debt. We got married in 1969 and started a family.
 Credit was extremely easy back then. You would not get offers for credit cards in the mail but you would get the credit cards themselves in the mail without asking for them.

 It was a buy now pay later generation! 

  After a few years we had a couple MasterCard’s and a couple Visa cards along with a JC Penny’s, Montgomery Wards and Sears credit accounts plus a house loan, a furniture loan and a couple car loans.

And after a few more years we had them all filled up to their limits….

 It was only the grace of God that got us out from under that debt where today we are debt free….

  God worked some pretty mighty miracles in our finances and we will share how God did it in another sermon…..

 But living under that kind of a burden of debt can be crippling…..

   Scripture makes an interesting statement about debt... 

 It speaks of a debt that we are not to "pay off" but to leave outstanding...

Roma 13:8 (NIV) Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to love one another…
 First, as a Christian, we are instructed to “leave no debt outstanding". 

  If we have debts we are to pay them back.
  Most probably the most destructive thing that has come against the American family is debt.
  The pressure that a large debt load brings upon a family, especially a marriage, is tremendous.
 Debt is the large hammer that has smashed millions of marriages into tiny fragments in our nation...

 Indebtedness and the burden and frustration that come with it bring a tremendous amount of pressure upon a marriage and a family....

  If you have been in heavy debt you know exactly what I mean....

  Debt can become like a chain and shackles to us, and for the Christian, something to rob us of the freedom that Christ came and died to provide us with....

 Because of debts potential destructive nature, Scripture tells us to let no debt remain outstanding..
 Take care of it, be freed from it---All of it, except one.
Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to love one another, for he who loves his fellow man has fulfilled the law. 

 Did you realize that you and I have a debt, that we are indebted to---to love one another?  

  The word debt here is:

3784 opheilo {of-i'-lo}

1) to owe  1a) to owe money, be in debt for

 that which is due, the debt

  Who is it to whom we owe this debt of love?

 I mean, if we are in debt than there has to be someone that we are indebted to. There has to be a debt holder....

 Who is it that holds this debt of love that we owe?

 1Joh 4:11 (NIV) Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 

12 No one has ever seen God; but if we love one another, God lives in us and his love is made complete in us. 

13 We know that we live in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit. 

14 And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of the world. 

15 If anyone acknowledges that Jesus is the Son of God, God lives in him and he in God. 

16 And so we know and rely on the love God has for us. God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in him. 

17 In this way, love is made complete among us so that we will have confidence on the day of judgment, because in this world we are like him. 

 Scripture starts out here with the statement--Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 

 Paraphrase: Because of Gods love for us we are in indebted to Him to love one another.
 If you have something to begin with than you don't need to become indebted to obtain it—Right?
 Example: You have 2011 Cadillac paid for free and clear, you own it, you don't need to borrow to buy it because you already have it.

  We only become indebted to obtain things that we don't already have.
  This ability to love one another is something that we don't possess on our own.
  We may be able to love some people, but not all people. 
  If we desire to obtain the ability to love as God has commanded us to love, to have love for everyone, than we will need to "borrow" that love…
 And once we borrow something than we become indebted to the one that has given it to us.
12 No one has ever seen God; but if we love one another, God lives in us and his love is made complete in us. 

13 We know that we live in him and He in us, because He has given us of His Spirit. 

 When we come to Christ for the forgiveness of our sin and make Him the Lord and Savior of our life, He gives us His Spirit. The Spirit of Jesus literally comes unto our heart and sets up residence.
  He does this out of His supreme love that He has for us.
13 We know that we live in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit. 
 And when we receive His spirit we become indebted to Him for giving it to us!
14 And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of the world. 

15 If anyone acknowledges that Jesus is the Son of God, God lives in him and he in God. 
  How is it that we acknowledge that Jesus is the Son of God?

 The Greek word for acknowledge is:

homologeo {hom-ol-og-eh'-o} (also is the same Greek word for confess)
1) to say the same thing as another, i.e. to

agree with, assent

2) to concede  2b1) to confess  2b2) declare

3) to profess

 We acknowledge that Jesus is who He claims to be by saying and doing what Jesus would say and do.
 To say the same thing as another, i.e. to

agree with, to assent to.

  Scripture says that anyone who acknowledges Jesus in this way, that God lives in them and they in God!

  16 And so we know and rely on the love God has for us. God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in him. 

17 In this way, love is made complete among us so that we will have confidence on the day of judgment, because in this world we are like him. 

   Notice what it says here? God is not just loving but God is love!  God is the embodiment and perfection of love personified.
 And it is "In this way, love is made complete among us so that we will have confidence on the day of judgment, because in this world we are like him. "

  We are like Him because he is living in us and His life shines forth through us.
  These tents of clay become tabernacles for and of the living God.
 And because of that, we have the ability to do that which was impossible for us to do before---To love others just as God loves them and us.
  How exactly does God love? He loves everyone.
 Don't be too disappointed here but God loves the wino that is laying in the gutter and the drug addict and in fact, the drug dealer, the sexually immoral, the rapist, the murderer, just as much as He loves you or I.
  Will God accept people who are living ungodly lives? 

No! Their sin will always separate them from God but God has a deep love for them all the same, and His will is for none of them to perish in their sins but that all of them would come to Him through a saving, life changing relationship with Jesus Christ.
  The point is, just as God loves, even those who are lost and living lives of perverse sin, so are we to love them with the same love that God has for them..
 And we can because God has indebted us with that kind of love.
Example: Drug dealer who became a friend….
 Years ago, early in the ministry I became involved in the police chaplaincy here in Madison County.

 Through that I met a man who I later found out was not just a drug user but was dealing drugs as well.

 From my prior life as a retail grocery manager this was the kind of person who gave me fits…They would steal from the store, write bad checks, and years later I would loose a fellow manager to a drugged up shoplifter who pulled a knife when asked to open up his coat to reveal the cartons of cigarettes he was stealing. The knife hit an artery in the neck my friend died before the ambulance arrived
 So there was a part of me that didn’t really have time for people caught up in this lifestyle.

 But I found God impressing upon me to help this man and his family out even though I personally didn’t want to at first..

 On our first encounter I felt the Lord impress upon me to invite him to Church…In obedience to the Lord I did so but never expected to see him there.

  A week or so later he came…. A few days later he was in my office at home asking Jesus to come into his life….

 Today he is off drugs and really loves the Lord….

  You want to know how much God loved this man even when he was using and dealing drugs?

  If this man was the only man to ever have lived, Jesus would still have come and died on the cross for him, Jesus would still of sacrificed Himself as a sin offering for this one mans sin-- Just as He would have done it for you or I.
 It is one thing for God to have the ability to love in this way; after all, He is God..
  The amazing thing though is that with His presence in our life, we possess the same ability to love.
 Through Christ Jesus we become a possessor of this love and we are expected by God to use it.
  For we have become indebted to God for this ability to love as He loves.
 And the neat thing about this debt is that we don't have to pay it back.
  Let no debt remain outstanding, EXCEPT THE CONTINUING DEBT OF LOVE!

  Church, this is not something that is optional for the Christian.
  If we are a Christian, if we claim to love God, we can't pick and choose who we will love and who we will not.
20 If anyone says, "I love God," yet hates his brother, he is a liar. For anyone who does not love his brother, whom he has seen, cannot love God, whom he has not seen. 

21 And he has given us this command: Whoever loves God must also love his brother. 

  If anyone says, I love God, yet hates his brother, Scripture says he is a liar.
 The word that is used for liar here is:

pseustes {psyoos-tace'}

1) a liar  2) one who breaks faith  3) a false and

faithless man

 If anyone says I love God yet hates his brother, he is a liar, he has broken the faith, he is in fact a false and faithless man.
  If we can't love our fellow man, who we can see, how is it possible that we can love God who we cannot see!

21 And he has given us this command: Whoever loves God must also love his brother. 

 Must is not an option word. If we love God we have no alternative but to love all those whom God has created.
  Is this something that is easy for us to do once we come to Christ?  No, not always!

  Our salvation doesn't necessarily make it easy to love everyone, but it does make it possible.
 Through Christ we do have the ability to do it.
 Important point here--
 You can love someone with the love of Christ and not necessarily like them. I mean, to the point of their being your best buddy.
  Liking someone is really somewhat superficial and will depend to a large degree on circumstances. Such as things you might have in common.

 You may like someone today and because of circumstances you may not like them so much tomorrow.
  But whether we like someone or not we are commanded to love them...

 Love, real love, Gods love, is not dependent on circumstances or conditions... Gods love, the love we are commanded to love others with is unconditional...

  Jesus had some pretty harsh things to say to some of the Pharisees, I doubt that He liked all of them. I mean that there were some people that Jesus probably wouldn't go and just hang out with---But He always loved them... 

 He loved them enough to die for them.
Scripture says that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us!

 We don't have to like everyone, but if we claim to be a Christian, than the title that we bear dictates that we do have to love them.
Jesus tells us the awesome power of love.....

Matt 22:36 (NIV) "Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?" 

37 Jesus replied: "`Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.' 

38 This is the first and greatest commandment. 

39 And the second is like it: `Love your neighbor as yourself.' 

40 All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments." 

  Jesus summed up the entirety of the law, the entirety of Gods commands to us in two sentences..

Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and `Love your neighbor as yourself.' 

  We love God with all our heart, mind and soul and we will not have any other Gods before Him. We will not worship man made idols. We won't misuse His name.. If we love Him we will keep His Sabbath holy.
 And if we love others with this same kind of love...

 We will honor or fathers and mothers-- Love will prevent things like murder and adultery.
  If we love someone we won't steal from them or lie about them.
  This kind of love will keep us from coveting our neighbors wife or home or car.
  I believe this is what Peter meant when he said in 

1Pet 4:8 (NIV) Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers over a multitude of sins. 

 Love covers a multitude of sin because love won't allow us to sin.
The sins are covered because, in love, they don't happen…
  Jesus said if we love only those who love us, what good is that! Don't even the pagans do that!

  Jesus said therefore be perfect just as your Father in Heaven is perfect!

 Love just as your Heavenly Father loves…
We can do that but the only way that we can is by becoming a vehicle of His love to the world around us. 

To allow His love to manifest itself in our life.
 Paul speaks of the practical application and power of this kind of love...

1Cor 13:1 (NIV) If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal. 

2 If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a faith that can move mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. 

3 If I give all I possess to the poor and surrender my body to the flames, but have not love, I gain nothing. 

4 Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. 

5 It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. 

6 Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. 

7 It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. 

8 Love never fails. 
  Church this is the debt we owe.. This is the debt that we are to leave outstanding.. God doesn't want it back, He wants us to use it.  He demands that we use it if we are to call ourselves by His name.
  If we say we love God but don't love those around us, Scripture says that we are a liar, one who has broken faith with God.
 This kind of love is the defining mark of being a Christian.
 Is this the love that you and I are allowing to flow from our lives into the world in which we live?
  Prayer & invitation (alter)

