Weekly Devotional 7-4-2011 Concentrating on the Light!

The only limits to our realization of tomorrow will be our doubts of today.  Let us move forward with a strong and active faith.
-- Franklin D. Roosevelt

Job 3:20 Why is light given to those in misery, and life to the bitter of soul, 21 to those who long for death that does not come, who search for it more than for hidden treasure, 22 who are filled with gladness and rejoice when they reach the grave? 23 Why is life given to a man whose way is hidden, whom God has hedged in? 24 For sighing comes to me instead of food; my groans pour out like water. 25 What I feared has come upon me; what I dreaded has happened to me. 26 I have no peace, no quietness; I have no rest, but only turmoil."
Take these words above, the words of the second strongest man in the Bible that I know, the first being Jesus Christ Himself. I look back on all the dark times of my life and realize that I have never had darkness in comparison to what Job went through. If you have not read the book of Job I recommend that you sit down and read it if you have read it read it again in the dark times, you will become grateful! When you think your life is in the pits take a look at Jobs life. Job suffered everything the loss of his family, his bodily suffering, his animals, and even his friends in a way. After his suffering was over and he stood the test that were put upon him in Chapter 42 of Job the Bible tells us God doubled Jobs blessings.
Behind what we call accidents, chance or bad luck whether physical or circumstantial in nature is our ever-present Father Jehovah God ruling and ordaining all that happens. He knows the beginning to the end and works all things together for His glory:

 Romans 8:28 “And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose.”  
In the believer’s heart, there is nothing independent to the will of God even an event that may be unexpected and extremely painful. It is not mere chance. In the bible it was not mere chance that Rueben and Judah, Joseph’s brothers, said not to kill Joseph but chose to sell him instead. It was not by chance or luck that David sleighed Goliath. It was not by chance that Ruth was in the field and Boaz took a liking to her.  
Do you know the story behind the song, “It Is Well with My Soul”, This hymn was writ​ten af​ter two ma​jor trau​mas in Spaf​ford’s life. The first was the great Chi​ca​go Fire of Oc​to​ber 1871, which ru​ined him fi​nan​cial​ly (he had been a weal​thy bus​i​ness​man). Short​ly af​ter he came to the United States, his wife and daughters got on a ship to come to him. While cross​ing the At​lan​tic, all four of Spaf​ford’s daugh​ters died in a col​li​sion with an​o​ther ship. Spaf​ford’s wife Anna sur​vived and sent him the now fa​mous tel​e​gram, “Saved alone.” Sev​er​al weeks lat​er, as Spaf​ford’s own ship passed near the spot where his daugh​ters died, the Ho​ly Spir​it in​spired the famous words of this beautiful hymn that we sing. They speak to the eter​nal hope that we all can have no mat​ter what pain and grief be​fall us on earth. Afflictions happen, apparent tragedies, broken bones, broken homes, sickness, storms of life, all of these and other seemingly tragedies happen. However in some way they proved to be an answer to something new or a blessing that would not have come had it not been for the loss. In some cases we rise above them being spiritually exhilarated from them, to fly on the wings of God (Isaiah 40:31). 
The bible is an instruction book for us on how to live and respond, but it is also about the afflicted. The word “afflict, afflicted” appears some 150 times throughout the text. In it uses it actively covers the various causes responsible for physical pain and mental distress. Passively, it describes those who are in a state of being in pain or trouble. God does not bring affliction on us to punish us or because He allows evil. These trials and struggles that happen are the testing of our character and faith to draw us closer to Him.  In the most devastating times is when we should draw closer to God than ever before then is when He draws closer to us. For Gods purpose is not to destroy, but to regenerate. Ecclesiastes 9:11 says “I returned, and saw under the sun, that the race is not to the swift, nor the battle to the strong, neither yet bread to the wise, nor yet riches to men of understanding, nor yet favor to men of skill; but time and chance happens to them all.” There are dark times in life and there are seasons of light. Choose to concentrate on scripture of light. Below are some scriptures I have been meditating on and feel the need to pass them on to you this week:
Scripture For Thought
John 14.
And the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not comprehend it. (Comprehend in this text means overcome it) the darkness could not overcome the light. 1 John 1:5
Ye are all the children of light, and the children of the day: we are not of the night, nor of darkness. 1 Thessalonians 5:5
The night is far spent, the day is at hand: let us therefore cast off the works of darkness, and let us put on the Armor of light. Romans 13:12
The eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that ye may know what is the hope of His calling and what the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints. Ephesians 1:18

The LORD is my light and my salvation— whom shall I fear? The LORD is the stronghold of my life— of whom shall I be afraid? Psalm 27:1
Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path. Psalms 119:105
The light of the righteous shines brightly, but the lamp of the wicked is snuffed out. Proverbs 13:9
Woe to those who call evil good and good evil, who put darkness for light and light for darkness, who put bitter for sweet and sweet for bitter. Isaiah 5:20

"You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden”. Matthew 5:14
“For my yoke is easy and my burden is light." Matthew 11:30

Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows. James 1:17
