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SCRIPTURE READING…

MATTHEW 1:18-18 Now the xbirth of Jesus Christ was as follows: After His mother Mary was betrothed to Joseph, before they came together, she was found with child yof the Holy Spirit. 19 Then Joseph her husband, being 6a just man, and not wanting zto make her a public example, was minded to put her away secretly. 20 But while he thought about these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take to you Mary your wife, afor that which is 7conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit. 21 bAnd she will bring forth a Son, and you shall call His name 8Jesus, cfor He will save His people from their sins.”
INTRODUCTION
1. "Christmas" (December 25th) is an annual holiday celebrated by many...with exchange of gifts, parties, Christmas tree, lights and more…
   a. Millions commemorate the birth of Jesus on this day

   b. Many even consider it one of "the most holy" of religious holidays.
2. HOWEVER, Were you aware that...?

   a. Christians in the NT did not celebrate the birth of Jesus as an annual observance??
   b.As a matter of fact, Most Protestant churches did not begin celebrating Christmas until the 19th century.
3. All this being said ….As for the actual day of Jesus' birth...

   a. "The New Testament provides no clues in this regard."

   b. The NT simply states that it happened in the days of Caesar Augustus and while Quirinius was governing Syria – 
Lk 2:1-2…2 And it came to pass in those days that a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered. 2 This census first took place while Quirinius was governing Syria. 3 So all went to be registered, everyone to his own city. 4 Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, 5 to be registered with Mary, his betrothed wife, who was with child. 6 So it was, that while they were there, the days were completed for her to be delivered. 7 And she brought forth her firstborn Son, and wrapped Him in swaddling cloths, and laid Him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn. 
   c.Today,many Orthodox churches celebrate the birth of Jesus on January 6th or 7th..in many countries it is called 3 kings day!
4. Yet still, many other churches today do not celebrate "Christmas" per se...
Do you know why?
   a. because They are content to abide in the apostles' doctrine as found in… - 
Ac 2:42…42 and they continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and   fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in prayers. This was Christmas for them!!!
   b. They heavily considered Paul's warning regarding religious holidays – Ga. 4:9-11….8 but then, indeed, when you did not know God, you served those which by nature are not gods. 9 But now after you have known God, or rather are known by God, how is it that you turn again to the weak and beggarly elements, to which you desire again to be in bondage? 10 You observe days and months and seasons and years. 11 I am afraid for you, lest I have labored for you in vain.
   c. not only that but They valued Jesus' warning regarding the traditions of men – 

 Mt 15:9…He answered and said to them, “Why do you also transgress the commandment of God because of your tradition? For God commanded, saying, ‘Honor your father and your mother’; and, ‘He who curses father or mother, let him be put to death.’ But you say, ‘Whoever says to his father or mother, “Whatever profit you might have received from me is a gift to God”— then he need not honor his father or mother.’ Thus you have made the commandment of God of no effect by your tradition. Hypocrites! Well did Isaiah prophesy about you, saying: ‘These people draw near to Me with their mouth, And honor Me with their lips, But their heart is far from Me, .And in vain they worship Me, Teaching as doctrines the commandments of men.’
5. Now listen beloved, This does not in any way demean the importance of the birth of  Jesus...

   a. It has great significance to both Christians and non-Christians

   b. It is something we should think about often (certainly more than once a year)maybe everyday!!!!
   c. It is an appropriate subject at "Christmas time", just as are sermons on...

      1) Preaching …Thankfulness around Thanksgiving

      2) preaching about Mothers on Mother's Day
      3) preaching on Easter the resurrection of Jesus. 
Now [Assuming the birth of Jesus is on the minds of many, right around this time of the year please allow me to use this opportunity to explain the significance of His birth.  
It is significant because it was..
I. PROPHESIED
  A. BY ISAIAH...Approx. 700 years before the birth of Christ.
   1. (1st significance) His birth and name (Immanuel) signified God would live among men according to the prophecy..– 
Isa 7:14; 14           Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, the virgin shall   conceive and bear a Son, and shall call His name Immanuel. 

 Mt 1:23 “Behold, the virgin shall be with child, and bear a Son, and they shall call His name Immanuel,” which is translated,“God with us.” 
      2. (2nd.significance) 
It would introduce the establishment of the kingdom of God – 
Isa 9:6-7…6 For unto us a Child is born, Unto us a Son is given; And the government will be upon His shoulder. And His name will be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7 of the increase of his government and peace There will be no end, upon the throne of David and over His kingdom, to order it and establish it with judgment and justice from that time forward, even forever. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will perform this. 

   B.(as prophesied) BY MICAH...
              1. His birth in Bethlehem would give Israel a new Ruler -….

Micah 5:2 (NKJV)

2 “But you, Bethlehem Ephrata, Though you are little among the thousands of Judah, Yet out of you shall come forth to Me The One to be Ruler in Israel, Whose goings forth are from of old,  From everlasting.” 
 2. His reign would bless not only Israel, but even the ends of the earth – 
Mic 5:3-5..
3 Therefore He shall give them up, until the time that she who is in labor has given birth; 

 Then the remnant of His brethren shall return to the children of Israel. 4 And He 
shall stand and feed  His flock In the strength of the Lord, In the majesty of the name 
of the Lord His God; and they shall abide, For now He shall be great to the ends of 
the earth;  And this One shall be peace. 

[The main significance of Jesus' birth is that God has dwelt among men, and subsequently established His kingdom or reign that now reaches to the ends of the earth!  
Next,Let us notice its significance...
II. AS PROMISED…
   A. TO JOSEPH...(Mary’s future husband)
      1. His birth and name (Jesus) signified salvation from sin – 
Mt 1:18-21…18 Now the birth of Jesus Christ was as follows: After His mother Mary was betrothed to Joseph, before they came together, she was found with child of the Holy Spirit. 19 Then Joseph her husband, being a just man, and not wanting to make her a public example, was minded to put her away secretly. 20 but while he thought about these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take to you Mary your wife, for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit. 21 And she will bring forth a Son, and you shall call His name Jesus, for He will save His people from their sins.”
   2. As John the Baptist would later announce:  "Behold!  The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!" - John 1:29
   B. (as promised) TO MARY...
      1. His birth and subsequent reign would fulfill the   promise made to David – 
Lk 1:26-35; 26 Now in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, 27 to a virgin abetrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28 And having come in, the angel said to her, b“Rejoice, highly favored one, cthe Lord is with you; 5blessed are you among women!” 29 But 6when she saw him, dshe was troubled at his saying, and considered what manner of greeting this was. 30 Then the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found efavor with God. 31 fAnd behold, you will conceive in your womb and bring forth a Son, and gshall call His name Jesus. 32 He will be great, hand will be called the Son of the Highest; and ithe Lord God will give Him the jthrone of His kfather David. 33 lAnd He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of His kingdom there will be no end.” 
2Sa 7:12-13…12 “When your days are fulfilled and you rest with your fathers, I will set up your seed after you, who will come from your body, and I will establish his kingdom. 13 He shall build a house for My name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever. ... 

     2. It would also fulfill the promise found in Daniel – 
Dan 2:44…44 And in the days of these kings the God of heaven will set up a kingdom which shall never be destroyed; and the kingdom shall not be left to other people; it shall break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand forever.

[Again, the significance of Jesus' birth is that God was about to establish His kingdom promised by prophets and angels.  But also, that He came to save us from sin!  
Finally, Let’s consider its significance..
III. AS PROCLAIMED
  A. BY ANGELS...
      1. His birth presented to the world a Savior and Lord – 
Lk 2:8-12…8 Now there were in the same country shepherds living out in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. 9 And 3behold, an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, fand they were greatly afraid. 10 Then the angel said to them, g“Do not be afraid, for behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy hwhich will be to all people. 11 iFor there is born to you this day in the city of David ja Savior, kwho is Christ the Lord. 12 And this will be the sign to you: You will find a Babe wrapped in swaddling cloths, lying in a 4manger.”
      2. It offered peace and goodwill to men (or, peace to men of goodwill) – 
Lk 2:13-14… And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying: 14 “Glory to God in the highest, And on earth peace, goodwill toward men!” 

..
B. BY SIMEON...
      1. His birth would result in giving light to Gentiles and glory to Israel – 
Lk 2:25-32…25 And behold, there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon, and this man was just and devout, ywaiting for the Consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. 26 And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not zsee death before he had seen the Lord’s Christ. 27 So he came aby the Spirit into the temple. And when the parents brought in the Child Jesus, to do for Him according to the custom of the law, 28 he took Him up in his arms and blessed God and said: 29 “Lord, bnow You are letting Your servant depart in peace,According to Your word; 30 For my eyes chave seen Your salvation 31 Which You have prepared before the face of all peoples, 32 dA light to bring revelation to the Gentiles, And the glory of Your people Israel.”
      2. It would also result in the fall and rising of many in Israel, along with revealing of many hearts – 
Lk 2:33-35…33 8And Joseph and His mother marveled at those things which were spoken of Him. 34 Then Simeon blessed them, and said to Mary His mother, “Behold, this Child is destined for the efall and rising of many in Israel, and for fa sign which will be spoken against 35 (yes, ga sword will pierce through your own soul also), that the thoughts of many hearts may be revealed.”
   C. BY ANNA...
      1. She, like many others, were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem – 
Lk 2:36-38…36 Now there was one, Anna, a prophetess, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of hAsher. She was of a great age, and had lived with a husband seven years from her virginity; 37 and this woman was a widow 9of about eighty-four years, who did not depart from the temple, but served God with fastings and prayers inight and day. 38 And coming in that instant she gave thanks to 1the Lord, and spoke of Him to all those who jlooked for redemption in Jerusalem.
      2. in other words She actually spoke of how Jesus' birth had a great significance for them.
In closing
1. The significance of the birth of Jesus is that it made possible certain things...
   a. The establishment of the kingdom of God

   b. Redemption and salvation from sin for both Jew and Gentile

   c. Peace and goodwill among men.
2. However, such things would not have been possible without… 
   a. The Suffering and death of Jesus on the cross.
   b. The Resurrection and ascension of Christ to the right hand of God.
   c. The Sending the Holy Spirit to guide the apostles into all the truth.
   All these thing should lead us all to understand…
3. Why Jesus did not ask His disciples to commemorate His birth...

a. But instead His death – 
1Co 11:23-26
23 For tI received from the Lord that which I also delivered to you: uthat the Lord Jesus on the same night in which He was betrayed took bread; 24 and when He had given thanks, He broke it and said, 4“Take, eat; this is My body which is 5broken for you; do this in remembrance of Me.” 25 In the same manner He also took the cup after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in My blood. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 26 For as often as you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death vtill He comes. (Not His Birth)
b. Which they did weekly, not annually – 
Ac 20:7  Now on lthe first day of the week, when the disciples came together mto break bread, Paul, ready to depart the next day, spoke to them and continued his message until midnight. ….
Beloved, Whenever one reflects on Jesus' birth, they should ask themselves:"He came to be my Lord and Savior, to save me from sins and reign as King in my heart; have I fulfilled the significance of His birth by responding to the significance of His death and resurrection ...?" 
Ac 2:36-38…36 “Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly that God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ.” 37 Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, “Men and brethren, what shall we do?” . 38 Then Peter said to them, i“Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the 2remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.
