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TITLE: Repentability

TEXT: Mt. 5:3; 1 Pe. 5:5-7; 2 Sam. 11:1-5 & 12:13;

2 Samuel 12:1-7  Psalm 51; Luke 15:10

INTRODUCTION: This morning I want to talk about repentability. Just how easy is it for us to repent when repentance is what is needed?


 Scripture is rich in the theme of humility. Jesus first beatitude that we find in Matthew 5:3 should not have been as shocking as it was when Jesus said:
 Matthew 5:3 ( NIV ) 3  “Blessed are the poor in spirit,   for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

Blessed are the poor in spirit…
The Greek word for poor used here is:

pto-khos'
a beggar (as cringing), that is, pauper, poor.
The Greek word for spirit used is:

pnyoo'-mah
a current of air, that is, breath (blast) or a breeze; by analogy or figuratively a spirit, that is, (human) the rational soul, mental disposition.

So to be poor in spirit means to recognize ones rational soul or mental disposition as poor, as that of a beggar or a pauper.

It speaks of a genuine humility of the human spirit, or inner disposition, especially in contrast to God.
Those who are poor in spirit are blessed because the kingdom of God belongs to them, or they belong in the Kingdom of God. 

Peter says the same thing in his mini sermon on Proverbs 3:34 in :
1 Peter 5:5-7 ( NIV ) ---- All of you, clothe yourselves with humility toward one another, because, 

    “God opposes the proud  but gives grace to the humble.” 
6Humble yourselves, therefore, under God’s mighty hand, that he may lift you up in due time.  7Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you.
 Nowhere does humility show itself more clearly then in our ability to repent of our sins.

A wonderful example of repent-ability and this kind of humility is in the life of King David.

 2 Samuel 11:1-5 ( NIV ) 1In the spring, at the time when kings go off to war, David sent Joab out with the king’s men and the whole Israelite army. They destroyed the Ammonites and besieged Rabbah. But David remained in Jerusalem. 

2One evening David got up from his bed and walked around on the roof of the palace. From the roof he saw a woman bathing. The woman was very beautiful,  3and David sent someone to find out about her. The man said, “Isn’t this Bathsheba, the daughter of Eliam and the wife of Uriah the Hittite?”  4Then David sent messengers to get her. She came to him, and he slept with her. Then  she went back home.  5The woman conceived and sent word to David, saying, “I am pregnant.”
God had called David a man after His own heart.
 It is obvious what made David a man after Gods own heart was not his personal perfection of godliness..
 David had just knowingly and willingly committed adultery! He had slept with another man’s wife and got her pregnant!
 And then in an attempt to cover up his transgression, he orders Joab to send back Uriah from the battlefield with a report on the war just so that he will go and sleep with his wife while he is home and think that the baby was his.

  When Uriah refuses to go and sleep with his wife but remains on the palace steps and sleeps with the servants of the king because he feels it would be wrong to go home and take pleasure with his wife while his men are in danger living out in the open field, David actually ends up having Uriah killed so that his sin can remain unknown.
 David went on to take the wife of this fallen soldier Uriah into his house as his wife…

 How could David be a man after Gods own heart when he did such a wicked thing?
 God revealed to the prophet Nathan what David had done so Nathan goes to David with a fictionous account about a rich man who stole a poor man’s sheep….
2 Samuel 12:1-7  1  The LORD sent Nathan to David. When he came to him, he said, “There were two men in a certain town, one rich and the other poor. 
2  The rich man had a very large number of sheep and cattle, 
3  but the poor man had nothing except one little ewe lamb he had bought. He raised it, and it grew up with him and his children. It shared his food, drank from his cup and even slept in his arms. It was like a daughter to him. 
4  “Now a traveler came to the rich man, but the rich man refrained from taking one of his own sheep or cattle to prepare a meal for the traveler who had come to him. Instead, he took the ewe lamb that belonged to the poor man and prepared it for the one who had come to him.” 
5  David burned with anger against the man and said to Nathan, “As surely as the LORD lives, the man who did this must die! 
6  He must pay for that lamb four times over, because he did such a thing and had no pity.” 
7  Then Nathan said to David, “You are the man! 
When David heard this how did he respond? 

 First, how would you have responded? How is it that we respond when someone may confront us of a personal sin or shortcoming?

 How dare you? Who do you think that you are? Who made you my judge and jury? 

How was it that David responded?

After Nathan had spoken Gods judgment upon David for his sin…That the child born to him from this adultery would die and that the sword would never depart from his house…

 David simply said this: 
2 Samuel 12:13 ( NIV ) 13Then David said to Nathan, “I have sinned against the LORD.” 

 That maybe sounds too simplistic to get the full impact of David’s repentance here. To just hear David say I have sinned against the Lord…

So let’s go to Psalms 51.  The title of this psalm is this:
For the director of music. A psalm of David. When the prophet Nathan came to him after David had committed adultery with Bathsheba.

This reveals what David really went through at this time as he writes out the condition of his heart in this psalm.

Psalms 51:1-19 ( NIV ) 1    Have mercy on me, O God, 

    according to your unfailing love;
    according to your great compassion
    blot out my transgressions.
2    Wash away all my iniquity
    and cleanse me from my sin.
3    For I know my transgressions,
    and my sin is always before me.
4    Against you, you only, have I sinned
    and done what is evil in your sight,
    so that you are proved right when you speak
    and justified when you judge.
5    Surely I was sinful at birth,
    sinful from the time my mother conceived me.
6    Surely you desire truth in the inner parts;
    you teach me wisdom in the inmost place.
7    Cleanse me with hyssop, and I will be clean;
    wash me, and I will be whiter than snow.
8    Let me hear joy and gladness;
    let the bones you have crushed rejoice.
9    Hide your face from my sins
    and blot out all my iniquity.
10    Create in me a pure heart, O God,
    and renew a steadfast spirit within me.
11    Do not cast me from your presence
    or take your Holy Spirit from me.
12    Restore to me the joy of your salvation
    and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me.
13    Then I will teach transgressors your ways,
    and sinners will turn back to you.
14    Save me from bloodguilt, O God,
    the God who saves me,
  and my tongue will sing of your righteousness.
15    O Lord, open my lips,
    and my mouth will declare your praise.
16    You do not delight in sacrifice, or I would bring it;
    you do not take pleasure in burnt offerings.
17    The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit;
    a broken and contrite heart,
  O God, you will not despise.
 Well, it certainly wasn’t David’s perfection that God was talking about that made David a man after his own heart..
 David’s response to his sin was grief and anguish of soul!  He was humble enough to acknowledge his own depravity!  He was firmly rooted in the reality of man’s corruption and his repent-ability was high because of that understanding of himself in contrast to His God.

 David understood that his sin was not against Bathsheba or even against her husband Uriah who he had killed but that his sin was against his God!

3    For I know my transgressions,
    and my sin is always before me.
4    Against you, you only, have I sinned
    and done what is evil in your sight…

We can and we do wrong other people, sometimes terribly, but our sin is not against them our sin is against God and God alone!

 David understood that.
4    Against you, you only, have I sinned
    and done what is evil in your sight,
    so that you are proved right when you speak
    and justified when you judge.
7    Cleanse me with hyssop, and I will be clean;
    wash me, and I will be whiter than snow.
8    Let me hear joy and gladness;
    let the bones you have crushed rejoice.
9    Hide your face from my sins
    and blot out all my iniquity.
10    Create in me a pure heart, O God,
  and renew a steadfast spirit within me.
 It was David’s ultimate humility before God; It was because David recognized that he was poor in spirit,
It was David’s repent-ability that made him a man after Gods own heart…
John Everrett—

No man ever enters Heaven until he is first convinced that he deserves hell….

David understood that fact!

3    For I know my transgressions,
    and my sin is always before me.
4    Against you, you only, have I sinned
    and done what is evil in your sight…
 At the age of 11 John Newton started his life as a rough and decadent Seaman. Eventually he engaged in the despicable practice of capturing natives from West Africa to be sold in the slave trade markets around the world.

 But one day the grace of God put fear into the heart of this wicked slave trader through a fierce storm at sea.

 Greatly alarmed and in fear of his life John Newton started to read from a book by Thomas Kempis called “the imitation of Christ”.

 God used this book to lead him to a genuine conversion and a dramatic change in his way of life.

 Feeling a definite call into the ministry Newton was encouraged and greatly influenced by men such as John and Charles Wesley and George Whitefield. At the age of 39 John Newton became an ordained minister at an Anglican Church in a small village outside of Cambridge, England.

John Newton went on to write many hymns that have blessed us all. One such hymn is Amazing grace.

Amazing Grace was a personal story of redemption for John Newton….

 Amazing Grace how sweet the sound that saved a wretch like me! I once was lost but now am found, was blind but now I see!
John Newton has gone down in the annals of Church history as a great man of the faith who contributed much to the Kingdom of God.

  I believe that John Newton was also a man after Gods own heart..
 And what made him so, like Kind David, was not his personal perfection or godliness but it was his repent-ability!

 In later life John Newton made this great statement of faith…

 There are two things I know. I am a great sinner. And Christ is a great savior." 

 What do we do when confronted with our sins?

Do we get defensive? Are we resistant?

 That may depend on the one pointing our sins out to us.

 A friend’s rebuke is hard to take—strangers harder still.

 The Bible, Gods Word rebukes us frequently, but we find it easy to ignore the Word when we want to.

 I mean there are a lot of other pages that we can quickly turn to when we want a more encouraging or uplifting thought aren’t there?

 But regardless of where the rebuke comes from, we usually don’t want to be bothered with messages about our own corruption or shortcomings.

 We would rather dwell on how far we have come then on how far we have yet to go…
 We don’t like reminders that no matter how long we have been a Christian we are still in great need of Gods mercy and Grace.
 In his book “Why Prayers Are Unanswered”, John Lavender retells a story about Norman Vincent Peale. 

   When Peale was a boy, he found a big, black cigar, slipped into an alley, and lit up. It didn't taste good, but it made him feel very grown up ... until he saw his father coming. Quickly he put the cigar behind his back and tried to be casual. 

   Desperate to divert his father's attention, Norman pointed to a billboard advertising the circus. "Can I go, Dad? Please, let's go when it comes to town." His father's reply taught Norman a lesson he never forgot. "Son," he answered quietly but firmly, "never make a petition while at the same time trying to hide a smoldering disobedience."

 I think that we all need to test the level of our ability to repent. To evaluate our response when we are confronted with our sin, either by another person or by the Word of God.

We need to take make men like King David to be our example and let our humility before God be our guide so that we can constantly see and experience a fresh wave of Gods Mercy and grace..
   There is a story from the Middle Ages about a young woman who was expelled from heaven and told that she would be readmitted if she would bring back the one gift God valued the most.

    She brought back drops of blood from a dying patriot. She collected coins given by a destitute widow for the poor. She brought back a remnant of a Bible used by an eminent preacher. She even brought back the dust from the shoes of missionaries who served many years in a distant land. 

 Although she brought back all these things and more, she was turned back repeatedly. 
   One day as she watched a small boy playing by a fountain, she saw a man ride up on horseback and dismount to take a drink. When he saw the boy playing, he thought of his own childhood innocence. But he looked into the water of the fountain and saw a reflection of his hardened face. 

 He was so overcome by the sin in his life, and in that moment, he wept tears of repentance. The young woman took one of those tears back to heaven, where she was received with joy.
Jesus said in:
Luke 15:10 (NKJV) 10Likewise, I say to you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents.”

Our ability to repent is of great worth in Gods sight. 

 Why does God see it as so valuable?

   Because it is a necessary prerequisite for our salvation and restored relationship with our creator.
 John the Baptist, the forerunner of Christ, was sent with a message to prepare the way for Jesus ministry of salvation and that message was one of repentance…repent for the Kingdom of God is at hand!

 As we come to Christ with a repentant heart, come before Him genuinely sorry for our sin and seek His forgiveness the gap is bridged between us and God…
After we are saved it is our repent-ability that keeps us in close and intimate fellowship with God.  
For as believers we have the assurance of 1st John 1:9

That if we confess our sin He is faithful and Just and will forgive us our sin and cleanse us from all unrighteousness!

…….Maintaining our relationship and intimate fellowship with God.
 And I believe that it will ultimately be our repent-ability that we will be rewarded by on that day that we stand before His throne….

 It is not our acts of righteousness or perfection that will make us a man or a woman after Gods our heart….It is our willingness and ability to repent of our sins!

 This morning, Like King David, is it your desire to be considered by God to be a man or a woman after God’s own heart?

    How is our repent-ability today? 
 Have we maintained a spirit of humility before God that allows us to be putty in the hands of the Master Potter so we can be fashioned for His noble purposes?
 Blessed are the poor in spirit,   for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

How would you describe your repent-ability today? 
Are you truly poor is Spirit? 

Does your heart remain humble before God?

 If so then take assurance that the kingdom of Heaven is yours this very day and that it is your poorness of Spirit that makes you a man or a women after Gods own heart….

