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TITLE: An Old Testament Example Of 

                New Testament Grace

TEXT: Ex. 3:1-10; Josh. 24:14-15; Lk. 18:18-23; 

Josh. 24:29-31; Ro. 10:9-10; Mt. 7:21-23

INTRODUCTION: One of the things that I love about the Old Testament Scriptures is all of the beautiful illustrations of New Testament grace that can be found there. There are many, many O.T. types or fore-shadowings of Christ strung throughout the O.T.

Israel in the Old Testament is a type or foreshadowing of the Church in the New Testament.

 A people that God has called into personal relationship with Himself.
In fact from Genesis clear to the end of the book of Malachi what we find is God preparing His people for the grace that would be revealed in Jesus Christ.
Some of the greatest foreshadowing of Christ in the Old Testament starts with The Hebrews enslaved to the Egyptians.

The Israelites were in bondage to the Egyptians for over 400 years! Four generations of Hebrew Children had known nothing other than slavery and hard and cruel bondage..

More and more their task masters were increasing their burdens and it came to the point to where the people were suffering so much that, in earnest, they started to cry out to God for deliverance.
God hears their heartfelt cries for help and responds.

He calls out to an exiled Hebrew by the name of Moses who is tending his father-in-law’s sheep in the desert in the land of Median.


Exodus 3:1 - 10 (NIV) 1Now Moses was tending the flock of Jethro his father-in-law, the priest of Midian, and he led the flock to the far side of the desert and came to Horeb, the mountain of God.  2There the angel of the LORD appeared to him in flames of fire from within a bush. Moses saw that though the bush was on fire it did not burn up.  3So Moses thought, “I will go over and see this strange sight—why the bush does not burn up.” 4When the LORD saw that he had gone over to look, God called to him from within the bush, “Moses! Moses!” And Moses said, “Here I am.” 5“Do not come any closer,” God said. “Take off your sandals, for the place where you are standing is holy ground.”  6Then he said, “I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob.” At this, Moses hid his face, because he was afraid to look at God. 7The LORD said, “I have indeed seen the misery of my people in Egypt. I have heard them crying out because of their slave drivers, and I am concerned about their suffering.  8So I have come down to rescue them from the hand of the Egyptians and to bring them up out of that land into a good and spacious land, a land flowing with milk and honey—the home of the Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites.  9And now the cry of the Israelites has reached me, and I have seen the way the Egyptians are oppressing them.  10So now, go. I am sending you to Pharaoh to bring my people the Israelites out of Egypt.”
What is the type or foreshadowing of God’s Grace that we see here?

God sending Moses into Egypt to redeem and release Israel from the bondage and oppression of the Egyptians is an Old Testament example of what would be fulfilled in the New Testament by Jesus coming to redeem and release us from the bondage and oppression of sin…
In this sense, Moses is an O.T. foreshadowing of Christ.
And that is not where the typology ends but is it where is just begins.
How did Moses gain the release of the Israelites?

Through the working of miracles!

Aaron’s staff became a snake! Then there was the plague of blood, then the plague of frogs, then the plague of gnats, then the plague of flies, then the plague of boils followed by the plague of hail followed by the plague of locusts, followed by the plague of darkness and finally the plague of the death of all the firstborn thought-out Egypt.
God established Moses through the working of miracles!

How was Jesus ministry established among the people? Through the working of Miracles!

The water was turned to wine, the blind received their sight, the deaf regained their hearing, Demons and evil spirits were cast out and even the dead were raised to life!

What Moses did in the Old Testament was just a preparation and foreshadowing of what Jesus would do in the New!

 And the O.T. examples just keeps on comming…

As the armies of Pharaoh are pursuing, Moses leads the people through the Red sea as the waters part before them….It was the Israelites salvation experience from Pharaoh and symbolizes our New Testament salvation experience through Christ!

The passing through the waters was a type or foreshadowing of Christian baptism!

Then we have the entrance into the Promised Land and the mantle passes from Moses to Joshua..
Joshua now becomes the O.T. foreshadow of Christ!

 He leads the people from the desert into the Promised Land! In the Promised Land Joshua leads the people into one victory after the other until they have taken hold of all of Gods promise.
This was just a foreshadowing of what Jesus would do in the most real and complete sense..
Jesus came to be the savior of our soul’s delivering us from the bondage and oppression of sin! He came to lead us into the true Land of Gods Promise! He came to show us the way to literally live and dwell with God in a paradise that makes Canaan look like a slum!

After Canaan has been conquered and the Israelites are living securely in the land and Joshua has become old and knows that his time on earth is drawing near so as their leader so he gathers all the people together one last time.

Turn to Joshua chapter 24.

 The closing chapters of the book of Joshua are Joshua’s final words to the people of Israel.

 Israel is in the Promised Land and Joshua wishes to renew the covenant between Israel and Yahweh before he dies.

 In this chapter Joshua reviews the history of the covenant and speaks about God’s faithfulness to His people.

Joshua is very aware that after his death the temptation for compromise with the Canaanites will be strong, and a compromise would mean death to Israel’s culture and faith.

So Joshua is anxious for the people of God to affirm their loyalty to the God of Abraham, Moses, Sinai, and the conquest of Canaan, so he calls them to do so!

Joshua gives them this heartfelt challenge in:

Joshua 24:14 - 15 (NIV) 14“Now fear the LORD and serve him with all faithfulness. Throw away the gods your forefathers worshiped beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the LORD. 
 15But if serving the LORD seems undesirable to you, then choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your forefathers served beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you are living. But as for me and my household, we will serve the LORD.”

Choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve!

This too is an Old Testament foreshadowing of a New Testament truth…
Isn’t this the ultimate challenge that God makes to each of us when it comes to Jesus Christ?
Choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve!
When He walked this Earth Jesus made this challenge several times..
  One such time is when a wealthy ruler among the people came to Jesus to ask him how he might attain eternal life…


Luke 18:18 - 23 (NIV) 18A certain ruler asked him, “Good teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” 19“Why do you call me good?” Jesus answered. “No one is good—except God alone.  20You know the commandments: ‘Do not commit adultery, do not murder, do not steal, do not give false testimony, honor your father and mother.’£” 21“All these I have kept since I was a boy,” he said. 22When Jesus heard this, he said to him, “You still lack one thing. Sell everything you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.” 23When he heard this, he became very sad, because he was a man of great wealth. 

What was the essence of Jesus Question to this man who was asking how to obtain eternal life?

The essence of His question was:

Then choose for yourself this day whom you will serve.”

Jesus response to this seeker of eternal life

who had obviously been a good Church going man who had kept the commandments was: 

“You still lack one thing. Sell everything you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.”23When (the man) heard this, he became very sad, because he was a man of great wealth. 

Matthew 6:24 (NIV) 24“No one can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and Money.

 I don’t know that this man went away sad just because Jesus said that for him to enter eternal life he would need to give his money to the poor, or if he went away sad more because Jesus said you must come then and follow Me!

Jesus was not just asking the man to give up his wealth but he was asking him to completely surrender his life as well. Then come and follow me!

When this man asked Jesus the question Jesus looked into the man’s heart and saw that the man’s heart was a heart of covetousness…
Having money was not the problem! Abraham and Job were very wealthy men who served God in their wealth. God had blessed them with that wealth..
The problem comes, not from the wealth, but with attaching oneself too tightly to that wealth! To covet that wealth! To feel like your world would collapse without it!

Jesus was not just asking this man to forsake his wealth but to forsake his life itself--Then come and follow me!

The real question Jesus was asking was the same question that Joshua asked centuries before: Choose for yourself this day whom you will serve?

When Joshua made this challenge to the Israelites they yielded to God and pledged their allegiance to Yahweh. The Lord God Almighty!

Joshua’s appeal to the people is based on God’s actions for Israel and not on Israel’s actions for God.

God had chosen and blessed Israel, and their motive for serving Him must be His great mercy and grace to them.

The same is true for us today. The important thing is not what we have done for God but what God has done for us!

The deliverance from Egypt, the provision in the wilderness, the crossing of the Jordan, and the conquest of the land of Canaan are historical pictures of the redemption provided for us in Christ Jesus.

They are but Old Testament examples or foreshadowing’s of New Testament grace!

 Christ will provide for all those who come to trust in Him and He will give us grace to overcome all our foes, as well as all of our trials and tribulations!

The effectiveness of Joshua’s plea to the people is indicated in the closing verses of the book of Joshua.


Joshua 24:29 - 31 (NKJV) 29Now it came to pass after these things that Joshua the son of Nun, the servant of the Lord, died, being one hundred and ten years old.  30And they buried him within the border of his inheritance at Timnath Serah, which is in the mountains of Ephraim, on the north side of Mount Gaash. 
31Israel served the Lord all the days of Joshua, and all the days of the elders who outlived Joshua, who had known all the works of the Lord which He had done for Israel.
“Israel served the Lord all the days of Joshua, and all the days of the elders who outlived Joshua, who had known all the works of the Lord which He had done for Israel.”

What this tells us is that all the people who had known,  who had seen and experienced the work of the Lord answered the challenge of Joshua, to choose for yourselves this day who you will serve, and made the pledge of allegiance and surrendered their life to the God of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and the God of Joshua!

“Israel served the Lord all the days of Joshua, and all the days of the elders who outlived Joshua, who had known all the works of the Lord which He had done for Israel.”
It is necessary for every individual in every successive generation to see the work of the Lord personally.

  Each of us must come to a meeting with God in which we enter into a covenant relationship with Him.
In the book of Romans this covenant agreement is laid out before us and we are challenged with the challenge of Joshua…Choose for yourself this day whom you will serve!

Romans 10:9 - 10 (NIV) 9That if you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.  10For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved. 
Salvation is a covenant relationship with God..
Paul tells us here how we enter into that covenant relationship..
9That if you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead you will be saved!

In my view, this is thee most important New Testament Scripture because it tells us how a man must be saved!

 I have used it many times before and it is important enough that I will use it many times yet!
 If this is how a man must be saved then it is not just important but essential that we understand what it is saying..(and what it is not saying).

9That if you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 

The promise is Salvation but it is a conditional promise! The condition to receive the promise of Salvation is: 9That if you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead.

Three words are essential for our understanding here.

Confess, Believe and Lord.

Believe= pist-yoo'-o acceptance of a fact, mental persuasion! EXAMPLE: James account—(You believe there is one God, Good! Even the demons believe that and shudder) 
Romans ia a belief that leads to salvation---James passage belief does not. Difference is in the preposition “in” that is lacking in James. One is just to be mentally persuaded the other is placing trust and confidence “in”.
 Confess= hom-ol-og-eh'-o---come into agreement with. EXAMPLE  man before judge--Confess crimes and you come into agreement with the  judge about charges brought against you.
Lord= koo'-ree-os
 (supremacy); supreme in authority, that is, controller; God, Lord, master.
Example  slave owners in south….who became free bondsmen. They were free to go but choose to remain in servanthood because of their relationship with the master. 
 To confess Jesus as Lord means that we need to come into agreement with God about the Lordship of Jesus Christ!  We have to become a free bondsman!

 One who is free to do as we choose but chooses to place our lives under the control of Christ.
Allow Him to have supremacy in our life.

If we say Jesus is Lord but have not really allowed Jesus control of our life then we have given a false confession…You cannot confess a lie or a non-reality and have it remain true confession…..

We can say Jesus is Lord until we are blue in the face but if we have never really surrendered our life to Him then our confession is a false confession!

If we have truly confessed Jesus as the Lord of our Life then Jesus is the one that needs to be in control of it!

There are some sobering words that Jesus speaks in:
 Matthew 7:21 - 23 (NIV) 21“Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only he who does the will of my Father who is in heaven.  22Many will say to me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and in your name drive out demons and perform many miracles?’  23Then I will tell them plainly, ‘I never knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!’
Jesus isn’t talking about the obviously lost here he is talking about those who have played the game of Church all their lives! They had prophesied in His name, and drove out demons in His name and did many miracles in His name!—Yet they had never really confessed Him as Lord! They had never really surrendered their lives to Him!

So Jesus will tell them plainly, ‘I never knew you. (You never really knew Me) Away from me, you evildoers!’

It all comes down to surrender and Lordship!

If you confess with your mouth Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead you will be saved!

The challenge of Scripture remains today as it has always been---Choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve?

Have you chosen whom you will serve this morning?

Have we chosen to serve Jesus? Have we chosen to make Him Lord of our life? Allowing Him to be Master and we His servant?
 If we have, If we do, then we are saved and the words that we will hear Him speak to us on that Day we stand before Him is: Well done, good and faithful servant—now enter into your reward!
 Are these the words you long to hear Jesus one day speak to you?
 Have you in truth, in reality, made Him your Lord?

