Randy Jackson Appeared At Sweetbriar Nature Center
By Ronald A. Busse

It may be sixteen years since Zebra peaked with their self-titled 1983 debut album, but front man singer/guitarist Randy Jackson gave a solo acoustic performance of thirty songs over four hours on October 2, 1999 at the Sweetbriar Nature Center that captured the same powerful energy, unique sound, and style that kept the band rockin’ during the 80s.
     Taking a stage decorated appropriately in ‘early October’ with corn stalks, hay bails, autumn flowers and even a scarecrow, Jackson sat on a familiar wooden bar stool and opened with a familiar tune, the Beatles’ “You’ve Got To Hide Your Love Away.”  “He’s Makin’ You The Fool” from 3.V followed without interruption.  Throughout a most pleasantly warm and sunny afternoon, Jackson successfully alternated between Zebra-penned tunes and covers of songs by the major influences in his musical career:  Led Zeppelin, Pink Floyd and the Moody Blues.  The combination blended well together, as an intimate crowd enjoyed hearing concert favorite “The La La Song” as it merged into “The Story In Your Eyes” (Moody Blues), and back to a reprise of “La La.”  
     The show was a fund raiser to benefit the Sweetbriar Nature Center in Smithtown, and all proceeds went to the cause of nursing disabled, endangered species of animals back to health and providing a safe environment for them to live.  In addition, the good-natured Jackson generously donated all money made that day through the sales of Zebra CD’s and T-shirts to Sweetbriar.  Although Jackson, who lived part of his life on Long Island, admitted to never having heard of the sanctuary prior to being asked by a friend to do the benefit, he jokingly remarked as he began playing “Bears,” “I wrote this song for Sweetbriar Nature Center about twenty years ago.”

     During a break in the music, the audience was treated to a nature presentation featuring live birds of prey which included several species of owls and hawks.  And after the third set, another presenter educated us on different types of reptiles, displaying live snakes, turtles and a stage frightened, urinating iguana.

     For the kids, Mr. Lucky the magician performed tricks with his highly intelligent dog, Magic, who stole the show.  Jackson then executed a trick of his own when a blaring car alarm threatened to delay the start of the third set.  He began striking chords in time with the loud siren, and like magic it shut off!

     As the fourth and final set began, a row of children sat along the stage’s edge listening attentively, as if Jackson was singing directly to them, “If I could only relive yesterday, I think I’d try to do it right,” the opening lines to “One More Chance.”  Also from Zebra, Jackson featured a heartfelt falsetto on “Take Your Fingers From My Hair.”

     The audience became entranced by several consecutive, expertly played tracks from Pink Floyd’s  Dark Side Of The Moon, particularly the sitarish chords of “Breathe.”  But Jackson truly shined on Led Zeppelin classics “Gallow’s Pole,” “Tangerine,” “Thank You” and “The Rain Song,” crooning like Robert Plant and simulating Jimmy Page’s guitar work with impeccable accuracy.  Oh, and he also echoed a little tune across the open green field called “Stairway To Heaven.”

     Although the future of Zebra    seems     uncertain, 
Randy   Jackson   put   some

hope in the hearts of fans by introducing a new song titled  “Why?” describing  it as a 
song from the ‘next’ Zebra album.”  There was a chuckle in his voice.
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