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TITLE: Foundations Part 3
Text: Gen. 1:26-27, 11:1-9; Acts 17:26; 1st Thess. 4:9-10; Zech. 7:9-10; Mal. 2:10; 1 Jn 4:20-21; Lk. 6:41-42; 1st Pet. 4:7, 2:17
 Introduction: This morning I want to talk about Darwinism and Race.  Race has once again become a hot topic in America today. It seems whenever you watch cable news someone will be calling someone else a racist.
 President Trump will often be called a racist by the left. Is President Trump a racist? No. Black, Asian and Hispanic unemployment has gone down greatly under his administration. There are more Blacks and Hispanics working today than any time in recent history.

 So why do many on the left call him a racist? Because that is what they are starting to call anyone who disagrees with them. Especially disagrees with them on things like illegal immigration. 
 If You want to protect our borders and make sure people come here through the legal immigration process and stop the flow of people entering our country illegally and you are a racist!

 You want to curb or end the welfare state that is keeping people enslaved to government and you are a racist!

  Your great, great, great, great Grandfather owned a slave and you are a racist and you must pay for that sin yourself forever because of your so called white privilege.

 The charge of racism is used as a tool by many to cause turmoil and strife within our nation because it is politically advantageous for some to do so.

 Charles Darwin was one of the greatest racist that has ever lived.  Darwin believed that man evolved from a lower ancestor such as an ape. But he also believed that not all man evolved at the same rate or from the kind of ape.

 According to Darwin, the western European and Americans, white Caucasians, were a whole lot more evolved than say Africans or Chinese or most the rest of the world.

 Largely because of Darwinism the indigent people of Australia, the Aboriginal people were thought to be the possible missing link according to Darwin’s theory of evolution. Hundreds of these people were hunted down and killed for scientific experimentation. 
 One Aborigine, Ota Benga, ended up in a zoo in America and was kept in a cage displayed as half man/half ape along with an Orangutan as a display how man has evolved. Ota Benga ended up committing suicide rather than continue the humiliation. . 

 Darwinism was largely responsible for all kinds of white supremacy. Hitler tried to annihilate the Jews because he believed them to be an inferior race. All genocide is for the same reason---one people feeling more evolved than another.
 In America the KKK and other White supremacy group’s beliefs of being a superior race come largely from Darwinism.

 But this is an aspect of Darwinism that is conveniently left out of school curriculum today.

 So what does the bible have to say about race?

Genesis 1:26-27 (NIV) 26 (NIV)  Then God said, "Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and let them rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the earth, and over all the creatures that move along the ground." 
27  So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them. 
 We confuse terms today and none more so than the term race.

 We don’t seem to understand the difference between race and ethnicity.
 The difference between race and ethnicity is that race is biological and ethnicity is cultural.
 Test this morning –hold up black piece of paper, white piece of paper and yellow piece of paper. Ask-have you ever seen anyone one of these colors? Pure black, pure white or yellow? NO!

 Why? Because all men are actually different shades of brown.

Caucasians often being the lightest and some from the African continent being the darkest shade of brown. .
  Skin color is determined primarily by the amount and type of melanin, the pigment in the skin. Variation in skin color is largely due to genetics. As a general pattern people with ancestors from tropical regions and higher altitudes (hence greater UV light exposure) have darker skin than people with ancestors from subtropical regions.
 When you think of it it is pretty amazing how God created within our DNA the body’s ability to adapt to different Environments.

  The amount of melanin that we have protects the skin against ultraviolet light and the damage it can cause.
If you have too little and live in a sunny environment you will more easily get sunburned and be at greater risk of skin cancer.

 If you have a lot of melanin  and live in a country where there is little sunshine it will be much harder for your body to get adequate amounts the vitamin D. Your body needs sunshine for its production of vitamin D and Melanin filters it out. Not enough Vitamin D and you may get bone disorders.

 The things that we use to determine so called race are all superficial. Skin color, the shape of the eyes, facial structure, whether people are short or tall. All superficial and none are indicators of race.
  In Genesis chapter 1 we read that God created every kind of animal and plant. He made them each to reproduce after its own kind. In fact the phrase “after their kind” appears 10 times in Genesis chapter 1.
 The implication is that each kind will produce its own kind.

 God created Adam and Eve (the human kind) with a perfect genetic make-up. In perfect balance with their Creator and their environment they lived in the Garden of Eden in perfect harmony and peace.

 When Satan tempted Eve Adam chose to disobey God.

The entrance of sin changed everything. Guilt and shame entered the equation; they were banished from the tree of life; death became a reality on all fronts.

 After the fall Adam and Eve began to procreate. Although their environment was presumably much more uniform and stable than the one we live in now, the genetic diversity that God created them with began to show itself in their offspring.

 In 10 generations it went from perfect man to totally depraved mankind and God pretty much wiped the slate clean and started over with Noah and his family.

 But it didn’t take long for man to start to tumble downward once again.

  Genesis 11:1-9 (NIV) 1 (NIV)  Now the whole world had one language and a common speech. 
2  As men moved eastward, they found a plain in Shinar and settled there. 
3  They said to each other, "Come, let's make bricks and bake them thoroughly." They used brick instead of stone, and tar for mortar. 
4  Then they said, "Come, let us build ourselves a city, with a tower that reaches to the heavens, so that we may make a name for ourselves and not be scattered over the face of the whole earth." 
5  But the LORD came down to see the city and the tower that the men were building. 
6  The LORD said, "If as one people speaking the same language they have begun to do this, then nothing they plan to do will be impossible for them. 
7  Come, let us go down and confuse their language so they will not understand each other." 
8  So the LORD scattered them from there over all the earth, and they stopped building the city. 
9  That is why it was called Babel--because there the LORD confused the language of the whole world. From there the LORD scattered them over the face of the whole earth. 
After the flood God again commands man to go throughout the earth and populate it.
 At this time all men spoke the same language and were one people group. Instead of doing what God had commanded to go into all the earth and populate it they found a plain in Shinar and settled there. And in their arrogance and pride decide to just stay there and build a monument to themselves.

 So what does God do to disperse them and get them back to what He had called them to do, populate the earth? He comes down and confuses their language so they cannot communicate with each other.

 What happens is that out of the frustration of not being able to communicate they divide up into different people groups divided by language and set out in different directions to populate the earth.

 At Babel they were all one people, one Race, if you will.

 After Babel they separate and over much time they cover the earth. Some end up in Western Europe, some in Eastern Europe, Some in the mid-east, some in Asia, some in Africa, and in time some in America.

So how many races did we end up with? ONE! Homo Sapiens, Human Beings, The Human race.

 Take a person that is native of Africa and another who is a native of Germany. Do you know how much of a so called “racial” genetic difference there would be? About ½ to .09 percent. Some say only 2 tenths of one percent
More and more scientists find that the differences that set us apart are cultural, not racial, superficial not factual.

Acts 17:26 (NIV) 
26 (NIV)  From one man he made every nation of men, that they should inhabit the whole earth; and he determined the times set for them and the exact places where they should live.
Acts 17:26 (KJV) 
26 (KJV)  And hath made of one blood all nations of men for to dwell on all the face of the earth, and hath determined the times before appointed, and the bounds of their habitation…
Blood= hah'ee-mah
blood, literal (of men or animals), figurative (the juice of grapes) or special (the atoning blood of Christ); by implication bloodshed, also kindred :- blood.
 And hath made of one blood all nations of men for to dwell on all the face of the earth.

 Folks, we are all of the same blood or bloodline.

The difference between you and the darkest skinned man on earth is only a fraction of a percent.

 By any scientific measure you would be considered the same! Of the same Blood! The same Flesh and of the same race!
If you need a kidney transplant you may find that a person from Africa or an Asian man or someone from China may be the  one with the right match and blood type.
 That’s awesome! God created us so that we can even exchange parts if needed!


 We are all one race of people and we are all of one blood!

Race is really a meaningless word today. It is mostly used in a political context, most often not to unite but to divide.

 If we come to grasp the true meaning of race it will open our minds and our hearts to much of what Jesus both taught and commanded us as Christians.

Scripture teaches us a lot on the subject of brotherhood but often our understanding of it is severely limited at best.
1 Thessalonians 4:9-10 (NIV) 
9 (NIV)  Now about brotherly love we do not need to write to you, for you yourselves have been taught by God to love each other. 
10  And in fact, you do love all the brothers throughout Macedonia. Yet we urge you, brothers, to do so more and more.

Brother= ad-el-fos'
 a brother (literal or figurative) near or remote 

 A brother can be near or remote. Biblically, a brother can come from the same mother or in a remote sense from a different mother 10,000 miles away.
  Brothers are those who come from the same blood or bloodline. All mankind comes from the same bloodline.

 With that in mind see if that thought may expand and open your understanding of mind and heart to Scripture.

Zechariah 7:9-10 (ASV) 
9 (ASV)  Thus hath Jehovah of hosts spoken, saying, Execute true judgment, and show kindness and compassion every man to his brother; 
10  and oppress not the widow, nor the fatherless, the sojourner, nor the poor; and let none of you devise evil against his brother in your heart.

Malachi 2:10 (NASB) 
10 (NASB)  "Do we not all have one father? Has not one God created us? Why do we deal treacherously each against his brother so as to profane the covenant of our fathers? 
1 John 4:20-21 (NIV) 
20 (NIV)  If anyone says, "I love God," yet hates his brother, he is a liar. For anyone who does not love his brother, whom he has seen, cannot love God, whom he has not seen. 
21  And he has given us this command: Whoever loves God must also love his brother. 

 Who is our brother biblically? Every one of the same bloodline, Everyone with Adams blood flowing in their veins.
 We all have prejudices that we have been raised with.

Especially when it comes to so-called Race.

 Pam and I were married in 1969 in the midst of the civil rights movement and the nationwide racial riots. We lived in a second story apartment in a house just east of Drake University right off of Harding Road (Now Martin Luther King Parkway) which  was the dividing line between black and white population  in Des Moines. In the summer of 1969 there were firebombs thrown at neighborhood stores and police sirens all around us especially on late Saturday nights.
 I had grown up in a good middle class household in small town Iowa that was culturally prejudice against African Americans. I never heard my dad talk negatively about 

African Americans except in what he called Brazil nuts but I imagine that was probably just the name his father used. . But it is not always parents who we pick up attitudes from is it.
 Also our friends and neighbors and teachers and employers have influence on us as well.

 I had no personal animosity toward African Americans and worked with some at the time that were nice people..

 But I also never strived to befriend or hang out with them either.  I didn’t hate or dislike but I didn’t trust either just because of the color of their skin. So I was prejudice even if I would have said I was not at the time.

 Pam’s dad was a very godly man. He served in the south Pacific in WW2 in the fight against the Japanese who had bombed Pearle Harbor.

 The war in the South Pacific was a very brutal and bloody war. Many American and Allied lives were killed. Ed never talked about his war experience but more than likely had friends or knew men who were killed by the Japanese.

 Those of you that knew Ed knew he liked to eat. I never knew him go to a Japanese or Chinese restaurant and it probably had nothing to do with the food.

 So somethings we must learn and somethings we must unlearn as Christians.
 One of those things is our understanding of race. Especially the difference between race and ethnicity.
 How is it the old children’s song goes…. Whether yellow, Black or white we are precious in His sight Jesus loves the little children of the world.

 All men are of one race of people! All of us today if we could trace our roots, our ancestry it would go to one of the Sons of Noah and their ancestry would go back to Adam and Eve.
 We are all of the same race! We all have the same Blood!

We are all related to each other and belong to the same Human family.

 So we need to start acting like it!
Luke 6:41-42 41 “Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your brother’s eye and pay no attention to the plank in your own eye? 
42  How can you say to your brother, ‘Brother, let me take the speck out of your eye,’ when you yourself fail to see the plank in your own eye? You hypocrite, first take the plank out of your eye, and then you will see clearly to remove the speck from your brother’s eye.
  As a nation there is really more we have in common with one another than we may believe no matter what the color of our skin, no matter how much melanin we have or don’t have.
 Our differences are mostly just skin deep. The skin layer where the melanin, that which gives us our skin color, resides is about a dimes thicknes or less.
 As parents, whatever our color we want the best for our children.
Whatever our color we want to live in peace and prosperity.

Whatever our color we hurt when those we love hurt.

Whatever our color we need food to eat and water to drink.
Whatever our color we love, we grieve, we experience joy and sorrow, sickness and health the same way.
We are all of the same bloodline and so we are all sinners because sin has infected our blood from our very first parents.

  Everyday each of us will probably sin in either word, thought or deed.
 Every day we must rely upon a fresh dose of the grace of God to sustain us.
 No matter the color of our skin we are all one race of sinners in need of Salvation.

 Whatever the pigment of our skin we need Jesus.

 And as Christians we have been called and commanded by God to 

1 Peter 4:7 (NIV) 8  Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers over a multitude of sins. 
 And the multitude of sins that our love for others will cover over is mostly our own.


 1 Peter 2:17 (NIV) 17  Show proper respect to everyone: Love the brotherhood of believers, fear God, honor the king.
 What divides us today is not race but really just ethnic and cultural differences. On the inside we are all the same, we share the same hopes and the same dreams.  Whatever our skin shade we want our children to have a better life than us.

We want our families to live in peace and prosperity.

 I want to close with a quote from Rev. Martin Luther King Jr.

From his “I got a dream” speech given during the civil rights movement in 1963.
 I have a dream that my four little children will one day live in a nation where they will not be judged by the color of their skin but by the content of their character.
 We have made a lot of progress sense that speech was given but we are not completely there yet are we?

Do you judge men by the color of their skin or by the content of their character?
What are the prejudices that God would have you and I to unlearn today?

