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TITLE:  GREAT IS THY FAITHFULNESS

TEXT: Lame. 3:22-23; Ex. 16:19-21; Ps. 37:25; Heb. 11:8; Ps. 86:15; Duet. 7:9; Rev 2:10; 2nd Tim. 2:11-13

INTRODUCTION:  This morning I want to talk about the faithfulness of God.  One indisputable, undeniable fact about God that we find repeated over and over again in the pages of Scripture is that God is faithful and His faithfulness is great.
 We sang about the great faithfulness of God a few moments ago…

 Great is thy faithfulness, O God my father!  There is no shadow of turning with Thee. Thou changest not; Thy compassion’s they fail not: As thou hast been Thou forever will be!

 Great is Thy faithfulness, Great is Thy faithfulness! Morning by morning new mercies I see! All I have needed Thy hand hath provided!

 Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord unto me!

 This great old hymn was written by a man named Thomas O. Chisholm.

 Chisolm was born in a crude log cabin in Franklin Kentucky in 1866. From this humble beginning and without the benefit of high school or advanced education, he somehow began a career as a school teacher at the age of 16 in the same country school where he had received his elementary training.  After accepting Christ as His Lord and Savior, he became the editor of “The Pentecostal Herald” and was later ordained as a Methodist minister.    

       Throughout his long lifetime, Mr. Chisholm wrote more then 1200 sacred poems, many of which have sense become prominent Hymn texts. Great Is Thy Faithfulness being one of them.

  While many enduring hymns are born out of a particular dramatic experience, this one was simply the result of the authors, morning by morning, realization of God’s personal faithfulness in his daily life.

 Shortly before his death in 1960 at the age of 94 Thomas Chisholm wrote:

  My income has never been large at any time due to impaired health in the earlier years which has followed me until now. But I must not fail to record here the unfailing faithfulness of a covenant keeping God and that He has given me many wonderful displays of His providing care which has filled me with astonishing gratefulness!

 Thomas Chisholm’s life ended the same way that it was lived….with an astonishing gratitude to God because his God had always proved Himself to be faithful….

   The life of Thomas Chisholm echoed what the writer of Lamentations once said…

Lame 3:22 (NIV) Because of the LORD's great love we are not consumed, for his compassion’s never fail. 

23 They are new every morning; great is your faithfulness. 

  This is one of the great and first truths that God wants to instill in us as His children…

 That His love for us has no limits and that His compassion for us will never fail and that His faithfulness to us is great..
Because of the LORD's great love we are not consumed, for his compassion’s never fail. 

23 They are new every morning; great is your faithfulness. 

Hebrew word for faithfulness:

0530 'emuwnah {em-oo-naw') 

1) firmness, stability, fidelity, steadfastness, steadiness

 Great is the faithfulness; great is the fidelity of our God!

 I like the word picture that we get from this.
 Great is the faithfulness, the fidelity of God..
 It speaks of that complete devotion and care and commitment that a husband is to have for his wife and a wife for her husband.
  Scripture contains many tremendous examples to us of the faithfulness, the fidelity of God.
  One of the most important lessons that the Children of Israel had to learn during their wilderness journey was that their God was faithful.
 We see this lesson of God’s faithfulness in the story of Gods provision of manna, the bread from heaven.
 Scripture tells us that there were 600,000 men who left Egypt in the exodus. 600,000 men plus women and children.  Conservative estimates show that there would have been over 1.5 million Israelites who Moses led out into the desert.
There were no McDonald's or Kentucky Fried Chickens or Taco Bells or Pizza Huts in the desert to help feed this great number of people.
 The land was desert and couldn’t support this great number of people passing through it..
 So God provides manna, the bread from heaven.
  But even then God provided it in a specific way.
 God didn’t just drop it from heaven on a weekly or monthly basis for the people to gather and store…

Exod 16:19 (NIV) Then Moses said to them, "No one is to keep any of it until morning." 

20 However, some of them paid no attention to Moses; they kept part of it until morning, but it was full of maggots and began to smell. So Moses was angry with them. 

21 Each morning everyone gathered as much as he needed, and when the sun grew hot, it melted away. 

 God provided the manna day by day, morning by morning.
 And He did it this was for a specific reason.
 To teach the people of His faithfulness.
 God did the same thing with water. God didn’t just give the Israelites rivers of water to drink from in the desert but He would miraculously provide water at just the right times to meet their needs.

 God most often taught His faithfulness through times of adversity.  He still does so today.
 Thinks about it? Have you learned more of Gods faithfulness through your times of prosperity or in your times of need?

  Most probably in your times of need, your times of adversity.
 I once read about farmers in southern Alabama who were accustomed to planting one crop every year--cotton. They would plow as much ground as they could and plant their crop. Year after year they lived by cotton. Then one year the dreaded boll weevil devastated the whole area. So the next year the farmers mortgaged their homes and planted cotton again, hoping for a good harvest. But as the cotton began to grow, the insect came back and destroyed the crop, wiping out most of the farms. 

   The few who survived those two years of the boll weevil decided to experiment the third year, so they planted something they'd never planted before--peanuts.

   And peanuts proved so hardy and the market proved so ravenous for that product that the farmers who survived the first two years reaped profits that third year that enabled them to pay off all their debts. They planted peanuts from then on and prospered greatly. 

   Then you know what those farmers did? They spent some of their new wealth to erect in the Town Square a monument—A monument to the boll weevil. If it hadn't been for the boll weevil, they never would have discovered peanuts. They learned that even out of disaster there can be great delight.

 They learned that sometimes God uses adversity to bring about blessing. That God will use adversity to teach us that He is faithful.
 Or As Thomas Chisholm testified….morning by morning new mercies I see….All I have needed Thy hand hath provided…Great is Thy faithfulness Lord unto me.
 King David recognized the faithfulness of God…

   David started out life as a poor shepherd boy.

 He came from a very modest home with a large family where
 each one had to do their part just in order to survive.
  David went on to become one of the greatest kings of Israel and enjoyed all the wealth and prosperity that went along with that position.
 But one thing that remained consistent in the life of David was His reliance and dependence on God. Whether it be in poverty or in wealth David knew that His God was faithful to His children.
 David knew that…

Because of the LORD's great love we are not consumed, for his compassion’s never fail. 

 They are new every morning; great is (His) faithfulness. 

We see this reflected in a statement that David makes late in His life…..

 David is an old man when he writes….

Psal 37:25 (NIV) I was young and now I am old, 

yet I have never seen the righteous forsaken 

or their children begging bread. 

I was young and now I am old, I have been around a long time, I have seen much, I have experienced much, and one thing that I have noticed, one thing that I can testify to is the faithfulness of God!
  I have never seen the righteous forsaken or their children begging bread. 

 This is a statement that was made by a man who had experienced the faithfulness of God. Who had seen first hand that God was faithful.  Faithful whether it was in his poverty or in his wealth. Whether it was in times of sickness or in times of health. Whether it was in times of peace or in times of war, God’s faithfulness was always consistently the same.
 Regardless of what he might be going through David knew that the mercies of the Lord were new every morning. The compassions of the Lord never failed. That His faithfulness is indeed great.
 And guess what?

  We serve the same God that David did.
  And that God is the same today as He was in the time of the Israelites exodus from Egypt. He is the same today as He was in the time of King David.  He is the same today as He was in the time of the Apostle Paul.
 And even more importantly---He will be the same tomorrow as He is today.
Scripture assures us of that fact!

Hebr 13:8 (NIV) Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever. 

 His love is the same, His mercy is the same, His compassion is the same and His faithfulness is the same.
 Because of the LORD's great love we are not consumed, for his compassion’s never fail. 

 They are new every morning; great is your faithfulness O God. 

Psal 86:15 (NIV) But you, O Lord, are a compassionate and gracious God, slow to anger, abounding in love and faithfulness.

 Does anyone know what the United States Marine’s motto is?

Semper Fi.  Semper Fi is Latin for “Always faithful”.
 This is a motto that the Marine’s borrowed from God.
 For God is always faithful. He always has been and He always will be.
Deut 7:9 (NIV) Know therefore that the LORD your God is God; he is the faithful God, keeping his covenant of love to a thousand generations of those who love him and keep his commands. 

 Over and over again God has proved Himself to be faithful to us. He has proved that because of His great love for us we are not consumed, He has proved that His compassions have never failed us nor will they ever fail us.  

He has proved that they are new every morning.  God has proved that His faithfulness is indeed great.
 So how are we to respond to such a great faithfulness?

 By being men and women and children who are faithful.
 By being faithful and remaining faithful to Him.
  The faithful God has called you and I to be a faithful people. A people that is faithful to Himself.
 To what degree?  To the highest degree humanly possible.
Reve 2:10 (NIV) Do not be afraid of what you are about to suffer. I tell you, the devil will put some of you in prison to test you, and you will suffer persecution for ten days. Be faithful, even to the point of death, and I will give you the crown of life. 

Be faithful, even to the point of death, and I will give you the crown of life.

 We are called to be faithful even if our faithfulness cost us all that we have. Even if our faithfulness cost us life itself…
 Faithfulness will always come with a price attached to it.
 God was faithful to us and it cost Him the life of His one and only Son.
 The disciples paid the price of faithfulness.
 For some the cost was their friends and families. For some the cost of faithfulness was putting aside fame and fortune. For some the cost of faithfulness was lives full of trial and tribulation.
 For some the cost of faithfulness was life itself.
 But one thing that their faithfulness always had in common was that their faithfulness always reaped much more then the price that they paid.
 The end reward for faithfulness is a crown of life.
 The end reward of living our life faithful to God is an eternity with God in His eternal kingdom.
That understanding is what led Theodore Roosevelt to say…
It is better to be faithful than famous. 

 I ran across an illustration of just what faithfulness is really all about….

 Author and business leader Fred Smith said that one of his most treasured memories comes from a doughnut shop in Grand Saline, Texas. 

   There was a young farm couple sitting at the table next to his. The man was wearing overalls and his wife a pretty spring dress. After finishing their doughnuts, the man got up to pay the bill, and I noticed his wife didn't get up to follow him.  But then he came back and stood in front of her. 

   She put her arms around his neck, and he gently and lovingly lifted her up, revealing that she was wearing a full-body brace. He lifted her out of her chair and backed out the front door to the pickup truck, with her hanging from his neck.  As he gently put her into the truck, everyone in the shop watched. 
No one said anything until a waitress remarked, almost reverently, "He took his vows seriously."

 You see this man had made a vow…To love and to cherish in sickness and in health and he was being faithful to those promises that he had made, and what a witness, what a testimony it was to those who observed it.
  Faithfulness most always comes with a price but the end rewards will always be of much greater value then the price paid.
  Jesus was faithful and it cost Him the most horrendous of death’s…crucifixion on a cross….

 Yet the reward was great….Sins price was paid and paid in full! And Jesus ascended to His throne in everlasting glory.
 Our faithfulness will also have its price, but whatever the price that we may have to pay, it will pale in comparison to its reward.
 The reward of a crown of life, the reward of an eternity lived in the presence of our God.
  God has called us to be faithful to Himself.
 How do we express our faithfulness to God?

One word…..Obedience…
 It all comes down to the words that we sang this morning….

 I will go where you want me to go dear Lord O’re mountain or plain or sea,  I’ll say what you want me to say dear Lord, I’ll be what you want me to be…
 It is not always easy to be faithful. Sometimes, many times, it can be very, very hard and even costly.
  A women by the name of Pauline Hylton shares how her parents, Salvation Army officers, were out on a miserable December night for an open-air meeting. 
 Not another person was around, but her dad said that "God didn't need people to be out listening--he only needed us to be faithful." So they played a few carols and she said Dad gave a short message before they retreated inside. 

   A few weeks later, her Dad was ringing the bell at a mall when a lady asked him if he had been on that street corner two weeks earlier. She explained: "My father had been in a coma for six months. We were dreading the holidays since Dad was not really with us. But then we heard the carols, and to our amazement, my father sat up and said, 'That's God's music.' And with that he died with a smile on his face. He was a man of faith and the Lord took him home".

 What an encouraging proof of God's faithfulness to those who are faithful. 

 Even though we think that no one hears, no one notices, no one is listening; God can take what we do by faith and do great and mighty things through it.
 Even if it is just to bring a last moment of comfort to a saint who is about to go home…
  Church, God has called us to live the life of faithfulness that he Himself lives.
 And His faithfulness is a great faithfulness…
 The great faithfulness of our God is revealed in this truth…If you were the only person that had ever lived on planet earth God wouldn’t have changed a thing!

 Jesus would still have come to die for your sin. 

 He still would have endured all of the ridicule and mockery, the lashes of the whip, the nails driven in His hands and feet....
 His faithfulness to you and me is that great..
 2Tim 2:11 (NIV) Here is a trustworthy saying: 
If we died with him, we will also live with him; 

12 if we endure, we will also reign with him. 

If we disown him, he will also disown us; 

13 if we are faithless, he will remain faithful, 

for he cannot disown himself. 
 What a comforting truth of Gods Holy Word.
Even… if we are faithless, he will remain faithful, 

for he cannot disown himself. 

He remains faithful to us even at those times when we may be faithless to Him…
 Even though we may have spent our lives being faithless to Him He has always remained faithful to us.
 Even though we so often turn from Him and run from His embrace, His arms of love are always outstretched to us ready and willing to take us into His embrace and receive us as His own.
  God has called us to be faithful. Faithful in our marriages. Faithful to our children. Faithful to our family and friends. Faithful in our jobs. But most of all He has called us to be faithful to Himself.
  This morning, are you as faithful to the Lord as He has been, and is, to you?

 Have you come to that place of simply saying yes to God?

 Saying, Yes, I will go where you want me to go dear Lord, I’ll say what you want me to say and I’ll be what you want me to be?
 This morning are you determined to live your life faithfully to your Lord?

 Being faithful to go where He has for you to go, saying what He has for you to say and becoming what He has for you to become?

  Will you be faithful to Him as He has always been and always will be faithful to you?

