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“a place like home”
At Little House in the Country, it is our mission to foster the development of the whole child, according to his or her individual needs and abilities. In working cooperatively with the child and family, our goal is to help guide the child on his unique path to realize God’s ultimate purpose in his life.

Policies and Information


(Revised September 14, 2017)
PHILOSOPHY/ PURPOSE

     Aside from a safe and healthy environment, the most important aspect of quality child care is an atmosphere that is comforting and enjoyable for the children as well as the care givers. We strive to provide every child with a level of care and comfort that will help him or her to be relaxed and ready for learning. Through a “home like” environment, we are able to provide developmentally appropriate activities that are challenging but not overwhelming and thus foster optimal growth for a well rounded early childhood experience.
      Play and exploration are key factors in the learning process for young children. Through hands-on experiences, children develop their natural curiosity of the world around them. Learning and laughing are what life is all about for a pre-schooler. At Little House, the emphasis is on learning through fun!

      An effective teacher understands that teaching is an art-form. An artist is able to recognize the   inherent beauty in his materials and harmonize the unique qualities for others to appreciate. As such, we believe that a child is God’s most spectacular creation. We do not attempt to “form” or “mold” the child, rather, our goal is to foster the child’s inner beauty while helping him develop the confidence necessary to handle the types of situations that he will eventually face on his own. 

      Because children learn what they live, it is essential that care givers model acceptable behavior. When treated with respect, patience, love and understanding, children will learn to take on these qualities for themselves. It is our concern for the well-being of future generations that inspires us to pass on positive attitudes and personal qualities through any means possible. Christian values and spiritual growth are fostered through the use of children’s Bible stories, Christian songs, holiday celebrations, and community service projects. 
At Little House, we understand that your child is one of the most important people in your life. Please remember that your child’s day care teacher is one of the most important people in his or her life.  

EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM; INTRODUCTION

      At Little House the emphasis is on learning through fun. We believe that developing a child's natural curiosity and love for learning is best achieved through a balance of teacher guided and self initiated activities. Children learn best when they are having fun and when their daily activities are governed by a flexible schedule and include developmentally appropriate experiences, stimulating as well as relaxing activities, and an environment that is clean, safe, and enjoyable. 

      Our program is designed for the development of the whole child. The loosely structured curriculum allows for teacher creativity as well as individualizing for each child's personal needs and developmental stage. Daily activities allow for growth and learning in all developmental areas: spiritual, social, emotional, cognitive, creative, and physical.

      Learning experiences in each of these areas will be available to each child on a daily basis through a variety of means. For example, our program is designed to foster spiritual development through prayer, Bible stories and songs, and community service projects. 

    Social development takes place each time a child interacts with another child during free play, and also during the more structured circle time when the child learns to listen, to speak in turn, and to share thoughts with the group. Emotional growth occurs as the child learns to deal with separation from parents and through daily teacher guided experiences, as well as through dramatic play and discussions about our own and other people's feelings.

      The best way to promote cognitive development in preschool children and foster their natural curiosity of their world is by providing an intellectually stimulating environment and asking open-ended questions which will encourage discussion and contemplation. We achieve this through the monthly concepts which are discussed during circle time and reinforced throughout the day with books, projects, activities, games and field trips. 

      Creative expression is encouraged during art time, through dramatic play, and in many other ways throughout the day. Art projects are presented by the teacher in a way that encourages the children to use their own creativity. In this way, children learn that it is the process, not the product, which is important.

      A good portion of each day is set aside for physical activity and gross motor development. Being physically active is a major part of a young child's life, and Little House is well equipped to accommodate this need. Outside, our playgrounds are designed to encourage motor skills development and provide a safe place for children to release energy. Indoors, the open space in our play room encourages block building, singing and dancing, as well as dramatic play and fine motor activities.

      At Little House, your child will be learning, growing, and sharing, in an enjoyable atmosphere that feels like home. 
Preschool and School-age Academic Enrichments
                    Every classroom in each of our centers has a weekly lesson plan posted, with planned learning activities for each day. These lesson plans are created by the teachers according to our center curriculum, incorporating our monthly and weekly themes and Christian concepts, and developed according to the CT Early Learning Development Standards (ELDS) for each age group. 
                    Our preschool curriculum is continually enriched, under the guidance of the Ellington School Readiness Initiative and our Educational Consultant, Tressa Giordano, founder of The Seeds Network, LLC. The preschool and school-aged groups are organized at each of our two centers according to each center’s classroom design. 
                    At our Main St location, the “Dragonflies” group is a combined group of three and four-year olds, each learning and progressing according to their individual developmental abilities. 

                    At our Nutmeg Dr. location, the preschool and pre-k students are grouped by age and development into three programs which flow, one into the next: the Punkin Munchkins, the Jack-O-Lanterns, and the Clubhouse Jrs. 
                    Students in grade K-6 are in the “Clubhouse Cadets” group at both locations. This program is run separately from the pre-k and younger preschool programs, though the space is shared with the “Clubhouse Jrs’” at Nutmeg Dr. and with the “Dragonflies” group at Main St.
Punkin Munchkins at Nutmeg Dr.

                    At our Nutmeg Dr. location, the “Punkin Munchkins” are our youngest preschoolers. They spend their indoor time in the Punkins’ Room throughout the day.

                   These young preschoolers remain in their familiar environment where they have the opportunity to become comfortable with the transition from the Ducklings Room to the more structured atmosphere of the preschool program. The developmental milestones (as specified according to the CT Early Learning Development Standards, or ELDS) for this group include:

· “the ability to interact with one or more children (including small groups); beginning to work together to build or complete a project”

           - Growth in this area occurs as the children use materials available to them such as wooden building blocks or Lincoln Logs to build structures cooperatively in small groups during classroom centers time. 

· “using basic grammar rules, including irregular, past tense and questions”

             -Stories read and songs sung during circle time, as well as the children’s presentation and discussion of their “show and tell” items from home help them to build these communication skills.  Group discussions and open ended questions led by the teacher during circle time are another means of fostering growth for this developmental standard. 

· “counting up to at least five objects using one to one correspondence, using the number name of the last object counted to represent the total number of objects in a set”               

           -One activity which fosters development in this area occurs during circle time, when children are given the opportunity to count up to ten objects, such as blocks or figurines. Each day, these children will also practice as a class counting as many as thirty one days on the calendar, in order to build recollection of counting order through repetition.   

Jack-O-Lanterns at Nutmeg Dr.

                    At the Nutmeg Dr. location, our younger four-year olds are in our “Jack-O-Lanterns” group. This group will be signed in and out by their parents in the Punkins’ Room. They will spend the early and later part of the day with the “Munchkins” group, but will transition over to the Clubhouse Room for morning structured activities. 

                    The daily transition to the Clubhouse Room allows the older preschoolers the opportunity to participate in our pre-k curriculum alongside our “Clubhouse Jrs’”, within the context of the more nurturing atmosphere of the Punkins’ Room.

                    Some learning activities which the children in the “Jack-O-Lanterns” group have become familiar with in the Punkins’ Room will be modified for use at a higher developmental level in the Clubhouse Room. 

Our letter matching game is used in this way. In this game, the teacher gives each child a turn to pick a card that has a letter on it. The student will then be asked to identify the letter and match it to the letter on the alphabet carpet in each room. 

                    This activity can be used in the Punkins’ Room to help the child match and recognize letters, and to begin to learn the names and sounds of each letter. The same materials might be used at the pre-k level in the Clubhouse Room, with the emphasis being on the ability to recognize the letters and sounds, and to begin learning how to write the letters. In this way, we help encourage growth of the pre-reading skills and ease the transition for a positive and successful kindergarten experience. 

                    Some developmentally appropriate goals and activities for the pre-k (Jack-O-Lanterns and Clubhouse Jr’s) group include:

· “the ability to use an increasing variety and specificity of accepted words for objects, actions and attributes encountered in both real and symbolic contexts”

            - Growth in this area occurs during group reading times, when children are asked open-ended questions for discussion, as well as questions related to events in the story. This activity can be used to build vocabulary and to help the child to recall the sequence of events that occurred in the story.

· “developing sufficient control of writing implements to copy simple forms or geometric shapes and write some letters (e.g. may write own name since these are most familiar)”

             -During classroom centers time, the pre-k children are given a booklet to use to practice tracing their name and alphabet letters. The children are reminded to hold their pencils correctly, and are taught to use the correct strokes in forming their letters. 

· “the ability to count up to 10 objects using one to one correspondence, regardless of configuration, using the number name of the last object counted to represent the total number of objects in a set”

                            -A counting activity is used for the pre-k students involving a stack of blocks and several paper plates, each plate having a specific number written on it. A child is given one plate and is asked to count out the number of blocks that is indicated on the plate. The teacher will monitor the child’s progress and counting accuracy.  The plates are then rotated as the child’s accuracy improves and the number of objects counted is increased.

Clubhouse Jr’s at Nutmeg Dr

                    The older four-year olds are in the “Clubhouse Jr’s” group. The same pre-k curriculum is implemented with this group as with our “Jack-O-Lanterns” group. The main distinction between these two groups is that the “Clubhouse Jr’s” will be signed in and out and remain throughout the day in the Clubhouse Room. The “Jr’s” will sometimes be combined with the “Clubhouse Cadets” however; they will be grouped separately whenever possible. 
Dragonflies at Main St

                     Our three and four-year olds at the Main St location are combined in the “Dragonflies” group.  These preschoolers share a classroom with the “Cadets,” but function as a separate program. When possible, the “Dragonflies” will alternate playground and classroom time separately from the “Cadets.” In the afternoons, some of the younger “Dragonflies” will use the space in the adjoining Polliwogs’ Room after the arrival of the school-age children. 

                     The curriculum and activities for the “Dragonflies” group are individualized according to the developmental needs and abilities of each child. For example, a counting and matching game involving laminated cards with numbers 1-10, ten laminated colorful leaves, and a laminated drawing of a tree will be set out for use during center activities. A younger three-year old might sort the leaves by color. The teacher might ask the child if he/she knows why the leaves are different colors (colors, seasons.) The same activity can be used by an older preschooler to match numbers to the corresponding leaf, recognizing the name and symbol of each number, as well as one-to-one correspondence of numbers to leaves.

Clubhouse Cadets

                       Upon arrival after school, “Cadets” will wash up and have snack. Afternoon snack for the “Cadets” will include the pm snack on the Little House snack menu, and an additional daily supplemental snack provided exclusively for these older students. A separate “supplemental” menu will be posted each week, which will be served to the “Clubhouse Cadets” in addition to items on the daycare pm snack listed on the monthly menu.  Snack supplements may include nutritious additions such as fresh produce, trail mix, sliced cheese, yogurt, cereal with milk, rice cakes with peanut butter or jam, popcorn, etc.  

                    After snack, the “Cadets” will have 10 to 15 minutes of homework and/or reading/writing time. After homework is completed, “Cadets” will have the opportunity for outside time, separately from the younger groups. Weather permitting, alternate playgrounds will be used outside and in the greenhouse at our Nutmeg Dr. location for the school-age students, separately from the preschool children. 

                    On Thursday afternoons, “Cadets” will participate in a brief weekly meeting with their teacher and classmates, where they can share experiences and ideas, and discuss upcoming planned activities. For upcoming school holidays and vacations (including summer vacation) the “Cadets” will have the opportunity to voice their preferences for planned field trips and activities.  Although our “Cadets” may be varied in age and grade, they share common objectives, which our program strives to foster.                                                                                       

                    At Little House, our unique Christian curriculum provides a spiritual perspective as enrichment to the public school experience. A nutritious and substantive afternoon snack, followed by a balance of academic learning with physical activity, social experiences and spiritual centering in our after school program will set the tone for a relaxed and engaging evening for your family at home with your “Cadet”. 
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