
   

WOMEN OF THE BIBLE - 2 
 

THE MAGDALENE-2 
Mary Magdalene - First Witness of the Resurrection 

 
Mark 16 
King James Version (KJV) 
 
16 And when the sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and 

Salome, had bought sweet spices, that they might come and anoint him. 

 

2 And very early in the morning the first day of 

the week, they came unto the sepulchre at the 

rising of the sun. 

 

3 And they said among themselves, Who 

shall roll us away the stone from the door 

of the sepulchre? 

 

4 And when they looked, they saw that the 

stone was rolled away: for it was very great. 

 

5 And entering into the sepulchre, they saw a young man sitting on the right side, clothed in a 

long white garment; and they were affrighted. 

 

6 And he saith unto them, Be not affrighted: Ye seek Jesus of Nazareth, which was crucified: he 

is risen; he is not here: behold the place where they laid him. 

 

7 But go your way, tell his disciples and Peter that he goeth before you into Galilee: there shall 

ye see him, as he said unto you. 

 

8 And they went out quickly, and fled from the sepulchre; for they trembled and were amazed: 

neither said they any thing to any man; for they were afraid. 

 

9 Now when Jesus was risen early the first day of the week, he appeared first to Mary 

Magdalene, out of whom he had cast seven devils. 

 

10 And she went and told them that had been with him, as they mourned and wept. 

 

11 And they, when they had heard that he was alive, and had been seen of her, believed not. 

 

12 After that he appeared in another form unto two of them, as they walked, and went into the 

country. 



   

 

13 And they went and told it unto the residue: neither believed they them. 

 

14 Afterward he appeared unto the eleven as they sat at meat, and upbraided them with their 

unbelief and hardness of heart, because they believed not them which had seen him after he was 

risen. 

 

15 And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature. 

 

16 He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned. 

 

17 And these signs shall follow them that believe; In my name shall they cast out devils; they 

shall speak with new tongues; 

 

18 They shall take up serpents; and if they drink any deadly thing, it shall not hurt them; they 

shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall recover. 

 

19 So then after the Lord had spoken unto them, he was received up into heaven, and sat on the 

right hand of God. 

 

20 And they went forth, and preached every where, the Lord working with them, and confirming 

the word with signs following. Amen. 

 

 
 

Mary Magdalene (Hebrew: תמלדגיה םירמ, original Greek: 

Μαρία ἡ Μαγδαληνή), or Mary of Magdala and sometimes 

The Magdalene, 

 

 

The Bible provides no personal details of Mary Magdalene’s, 

status or family. 

 

ary Magdalene travelled with Jesus as one of his followers. She was present at the 

two most important moments in the story of Jesus: the crucifixion and the 

resurrection.  

 

 

 Her name. It suggests that she came from a town called Magdala. This is ancient place 

place,120 miles north of Jerusalem is on the shores of the Sea of Galilee. The name 

occurs in the New Testament, and also in Jewish texts. Its full name is Magdala 

Tarichaea. Magdala. 
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 Matrimonial Status. Her name, Mary of Magdala, could suggest she was unmarried. A 

married woman would have carried her husband's name and Mary didn't. 

 She's never described as being a widow and she’s not said to have any children. 

2,000 years ago, an unmarried woman was viewed with suspicion. Perhaps this 

isolated Mary, but it wouldn't fully account for her negative image of being a 

prostitute. 

 

Mary Magdalene’s Biggest Moment 
 

Mary is alone when someone asks her why she's crying. She believes it's 

the gardener, and says, "they have taken my lord's body and I do not know 

where it is". The figure says her name. And then she sees Jesus. She is 

overwhelmed and says "Master!" and goes forward to reach out to him, 

but he stops her. He says "don't touch me". Instead, she must go to the 

others and tell them that he has risen from the dead. It's an awesome 

moment. Jesus stands before her, yet he's beyond her reach. 

 

 

Jesus' resurrection was the turning point for Christianity. It changed from a small crusade 

to a complete new religion. And Mary Magdalene was a key figure in this event. She could 

be recognized an apostle. 

 

 Loyal. Jesus was at Bethany in the house of Simon the leper, when a woman came to him 

with an alabaster jar of the most expensive ointment, and poured it on his head as he was 

at table. When they saw this, the disciples were indignant. “Why this waste?” they said. 

“This could have been sold at a high price and the money given to the poor.” Jesus 

noticed this. “Why are you upsetting the woman?” he said to them.... “When she poured 

this ointment on my body, she did it to prepare me for burial. I tell you solemnly, 

wherever in all the world this Good News is proclaimed, what she has done will be told 

also, in remembrance of her.” 

 

 

 

 

 



   

Meanwhile Mary stayed outside near the tomb, weeping. Then, still 

weeping, she stooped to look inside, and saw two angels in white sitting 

where the body of Jesus had been, one at the head, the other at the feet. 

They said, “Woman, why are you weeping?” “They have taken my Lord 

away,” she replied, “and I don’t know where they have put him.” As she 

said this she turned around and saw 

Jesus standing there, though she did 

not recognize him. Jesus said, 

“Woman, why are you weeping? 

Who are you looking for?” 

Supposing him to be the gardener, 

she said, “Sir, if you have taken him 

away, tell me where you have put 

him, and I will go and remove him.” 

Jesus said, “Mary!” She knew him then and said to him in Hebrew, 

“Rabbuni!”—which means Master. Jesus said to her, “Do not cling to me, 

because I have not yet ascended to...my Father and your Father, to my 

God and your God.” So Mary of Magdala went and told the disciples that 

she had seen the Lord and that he had said these things to her. 

 

 When the men in that company abandoned him at the hour of mortal danger, 

Mary of Magdalene was one of the women who stayed with him, even to the 

Crucifixion. She was present at the tomb, the first person to whom Jesus appeared 

after his resurrection and the first to preach the "Good News" of that miracle.  

 It seems that her status as an "apostle," in the years after Jesus’ death, rivaled 

even that of Peter. It was Mary Magdalene was one of the women who kept vigil 

at Jesus' tomb. It was customary at this time for Jewish women to prepare bodies 

for burial. Corpses were considered unclean, and so it was always a woman's task 

to handle them.  

 

Matthew 27:56   Among which was Mary Magdalene, and Mary 

the mother of James and Joses, and the mother of Zebedees 

children. 

Matthew 27:61  And there was Mary Magdalene, and the other Mary, sitting over against the 

sepulchre. 

 

Matthew 28:1 In the end of the Sabbath, as it began to dawn toward the first day of the week, 

came Mary Magdalene and the other Mary to see the sepulchre. 

 

Mark 15:40There were also women looking on afar off: among whom was Mary Magdalene, 

and Mary the mother of James the less and of Joses, and Salome; 



   

Mark 15:47 And Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joses beheld where he was laid. 

 

Luke 8:2 And certain women, which had been healed of evil spirits and infirmities, Mary called 

Magdalene, out of whom went seven devils, 

 

Luke 24:10 It was Mary Magdalene and Joanna, and Mary the mother of James, and other 

women that were with them, which told these things unto the apostles. 

John 19:25 Now there stood by the cross of Jesus his mother, and his mother's sister, Mary the 

wife of Cleophas, and Mary Magdalene. 

John 20:1 The first day of the week cometh Mary Magdalene early, when it was yet dark, unto 

the sepulchre, and seeth the stone taken away from the sepulchre. 

 

John 20:18 Mary Magdalene came and told the disciples that she had seen the LORD, and that 

he had spoken these things unto her. 
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