BUNNY-PROOFING & LITTER BOX TRAINING
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Bunny Proofing Your Digs!

1. Encase exposed cords in vinyl tubing (can be found at building supply stores)…By simply slitting the tubing vertically, you can wrap around your cords nicely.

2. Give your bunny attention & safe chewables (see toy sheet) so that he/she is distracted from chewing items you don’t want chewed.

3. Young rabbits (under a year) are more inclined to mischief & require a lot more supervision & bunny-proofing than mature rabbits.

4. Remember that it’s in a bunny’s nature to CHEW & DIG so if you don’t supply items for them to carry out their nature on, they’ll find items all by themselves.
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Those Pesky Litter Boxes!

1. In time & if you choose, your bunny is free to run around the house, at first though, use your circle pen only.  Once they are using the litter box consistently, you are free to let them move about the house.  If you choose to allow them to be free in the house, place 1 or more large litter boxes in the spot you intend them to live FOREVER.  Bunnies thrive on consistency.  

2. If you choose to let your bunny live in his/her circle pen with only outside-the-pen play time for just a few hours a day, then 1 litter box in the pen and 1 outside the pen is all that is necessary.  

3. ANY TIME your bunny drops “poopies” outside of his/her litter box, simply pick them up and put them in the litter box.  This tells your bun that the box is where you WANT them to “do their business.”  Eventually, he/she will get the picture.  Easy as that!

4. Urine and Poop mistakes WILL happen from time to time as is the same with ALL animals…So have a supply of plain white vinegar on hand to clean up any mistakes.  The vinegar neutralizes the odor and will not harm your bun.

5. Never use cat litter, alfalfa hay or cedar wood shavings in your litter box.  Cat litter IS POISONOUS to bunnies and cedar wood shavings can cause significant health damage…They won’t go in their boxes much with these products contained within them.

6. The more litter box changes you do, the more your bun will use his/her litter box.  Every 1-2 days is recommended.  Bunnies WILL train more quickly!

7. Most importantly!  Only use POSITIVE reinforcement (treats & praise).  Raisins are the BEST and your bun will LOVE them!  Never punish your bunny!  Nothing they do deserves negative attention and any “bad” behavior can be fixed with positive reinforcement.
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Time & Patience!  Litter box training is VERY easy if you just remember this!

**One of Ms. Amy’s Fave Quotes:  “Bunnies don’t stink, smell or are dirty…Their owners stink, smell and are dirty.”  All this meaning that bunnies HAVE to urinate and poopie.  If you don’t change the litter box and keep their habitat clean, it’s JUST like not flushing your toilet for a couple of days…It WILL stink**
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