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The Connellsville Canteen is the only WWII Museum in Southwest-
ern Pennsylvania.  It is also the home of Harry Clark’s Indian Creek 
Valley Railroad Display.  Since opening it has received the Pennsyl-
vania Downtown Center award for community enhancement.  The 
Canteen has also been visited by the Travel Channel, Mysteries at 
the Museum and News Center 4 from Cleveland, Ohio.

ConnellsvilleCanteen.org

Fayette County Cultural Trust
FayetteTrust.org

The Fayette County Cultural Trust has 3 basic initiatives.  The Downtown Connellsville initiative focuses on the 
historic preservation of Downtown Connellsville as well as promoting Connellsville as a great destination within 
the Laurel Highlands of Pennsylvania.  The Connellsville Canteen perserves the history of the Fayette County 
men and women who served not only in the War but at the homefront.  The Rural Arts Collaborative was formed 
to place local professional artists into a classroom setting.  The Fayette County Cultural Trust brings all walks of 
life together in the Fayette County area to perserve the history and collaborate working relationships with other 
like minded organizations.  
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      While I feel this way all year, I want to take a moment to express gratitude for our network 
of funders and partners dedicated to helping the Fayette County Cultural Trust promote Fay-
ette County, preserve history, advance economic development and enhance the lives of those 
who call this area home.  Thank you to the Allegheny Conference on Economic Development 
for all the help you provided the Trust with this year.  In particular, thank you to UPMC Health 
Plan, Somerset Trust Company and TriState Capital for your contributions to the Neighbor-
hood Partnership Program.  With these funds we have seen a tremendous change in Connells-
ville through economic development initiatives, public art projects and the betterment of the 
quality of life issues facing residents.  Thank you to Pennsylvania’s Department of Community 
and Economic Development for help in obtaining funding and guidance. 
     Local businesses and organization have played a big part in advancing Downtown Connells-
ville’s mission in promoting and enhancing the opportunities for economic development and 
business expansion in our downtown.  This year alone we have seen the expansion of business-
es and the grand openings of several new locally owned stores and restaurants.   It is because 
of the donations from businesses and individuals that we were able to put together a program 
geared to enhancing the façade and signage for businesses in our downtown.  Through a grant 
with the Allegheny Foundation and part of an estate left by Michael Prestia we were able to 
offer several façade improvements and public art projects in the downtown that help preserve 
the historic nature of buildings and help make our gateways welcoming to visitors and residents 
alike. 
     The Claude Worthington Benedum Foundation is the primary sponsor of the Rural Arts 
Collaborative Initiative, and I would like to thank them along with Carmelle Nickens who leads 
that program.  Through this initiative we have also received funding from the Community 
Foundation of Fayette County and Chevron.  
     The Fayette County Achievement in the Arts program keeps growing through a partnership 
with local Rotary organizations.  This year we awarded 21 students from all the High Schools 
in the county with much deserved recognition in the achievement in Music, Theater and Visual 
Arts.
     Lastly, I would like to thank all the board members and volunteers working together to make 
a difference.  This year would not have been so successful if it 
were not for all these dedicated volunteers!

Daniel Cocks

     This year has really marked a change in the “atmosphere” in Connellsville!  Yes, Con-
nellsville is open for business!!  The façade improvement and public art projects really 
made 2019 a banner year for Downtown Connellsville!  Thank you to Jeremy Raymer 
and Randi Stewart for doing such a fantastic job on the public art projects.  As well as to 
Penn State professor Patrick Daugherty and his students.  Also thank you to the Allegh-
eny Foundation and to the estate of Michael Prestia.  With the passing of each year the 
positive change in Connellsville is becoming very apparent.  
     Partnerships and collaborations is what it is all about.  Thanks to all those who see 
the vision, participate in the creation of art, and the preservation of history in our area.  
These collaborations are part of the solid foundation that not only enhance the area but 
attract more economic development and tourists to the Laurel Highlands.  Our area is 
full of scenic beauty, and having a city with character that matches the environment is 
a positive step towards being successful.  Thanks to all of those who made our “Scenic 
Pittsburgh” award a reality!
     The Connellsville Canteen has been busy this year.  The Canteen hosted numerous 
Laurel Highlands Ambassador Programs, Lunch & Learns, Dinner & Dialogues, and 
special events.  Thanks to all of those individuals who frequent the Canteen and attend 
the educational programming that is offered.
     Lastly I look forward to 2020 with a vision of building upon all the successes that 
were achieved in 2019.  Together we are making a 
difference.  Thank You!  



4

Neighborhood Partnership Program

Community Ministries

The Fayette County 
Cultural Trust pre-
sented a check for 

$4,500 to the Connellsville Area Community Ministries for an auto-
mated entrance system that will make it easier for people to gain en-
trance to their building. The Community Ministries building is located 
at 110 West Crawford Avenue and houses a thrift store and food bank. 
— with Daniel Cocks and Dana Evans Krofcheck.

The Partnership is funded through the Pennsylvania Neighborhood Assistance Program, which is a tax credit 
program offered through the Pennsylvania Department of Community and Economic Development. The pro-
gram offers tax credits of 80% against applicable Pennsylvania business taxes to businesses who commit at least 
$50,000 per year for over 5 years and up to 10 years for an approved program.

     On January 5, 2019, the Fayette County Cultural 
Trust, through the Neighborhood Partnership Pro-
gram, presented $5,000 checks to each of our NPP 
partners.  Pictured here are Daniel Cocks, Fayette 
County Cultural Trust; Margie Eiford, Wesley Health 
Center; Eileen Gallo Beveridge, Connellsville Car-
negie Free Library; Michael Edwards, Connellsville 
Redevelopment Authority and Rita Smith, Connells-
ville Community Ministries.
     The Fayette County Cultural Trust has three Neigh-
borhood Partnership Program corporate partners 
which include UPMC Health Plan, Somerset Trust 
Company and TriState Capital.

The Connellsville Community Ministries serves low income in-
dividuals and families.  They operate a care & share boutique and 
currently run the largest food pantry in the area.
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Neighborhood Partnership Program

Wesley Health Center

Connellsville Carnegie Free Library

Allegheny Conference on Community Developement
Continued Support

     Wesley Church Health Center, Inc. (WHC), a mission of Wesley Unit-
ed Methodist Church, was founded in 1993 by the Rev. Eugene Ankeny and 
parishioner Dr. J. Miller Oppy.  WHC has been in continuous operation since 
that time and is the only clinic in southwestern Pennsylvania that provides free 
primary health care for individuals without health insurance or wo are under 
insured. WHC is managed by a volunteer Board of Directors and a volunteer 
Executive Director.  Part-time paid staff consists of a Nurse Practitioner, Office 
Manager, and a Medical Assistant.  Dr. Mouhanad Al-Fakih is WHC’s Medical 
Collaborator and, over the years, WHC has added services through collabora-
tive agreements including those with Connellsville Counseling and Pyscholog-
ical Services for counseling, Dr. John Ellis for eye care, Dr. Francis Jacobyansky 

for dental care, and Excela Health’s Frick Hospital for blood analysis.  An elevator makes WHC’s second floor accessi-
ble for additional services such as dental and vision screenings, patient education and health classes.

     The library opened its doors on April 30, 1903, thanks to the gen-
erosity of Andrew Carnegie, who believed that education is the cor-
nerstone of success. At that time, Connellsville was the leading coke 
producer in the world and immigrants were flocking here to work in 
the mines and coke works. Built of sandstone in the Italianate manner, 
the building housed books and magazines and offered early patrons 
both educational and recreational reading, as well as musical evenings 
in the second floor auditorium. The library was named to the National 
Register of Historic Places in 1981. Library patrons now have access 
to more than a million volumes including magazines, e-books, audio 
books, music and movies through the WAGGIN network.

     The Allegheny Conference’s Strengthening Communities Partnership (SCP) program as-
sists communities to achieve stronger momentum in their economic transformation. Leaders 
representing communities, business and government are working collaboratively to create 
truly transformative economic development. Their program was created to concentrate pri-
vate investment and help address disparities in many of the region’s neighborhoods.
     Since the program’s inception in 2012, they have seen the tremendous impact these part-
nerships have, not only the buildings and vacant lots in these communities, but also, in the 

restoration of pride and hope in these communities.
     The Conference helps build strong relationships between business and community leaders and has committed 
resources to assist our community partners. The Conference currently assist 16 communities. These communities are 
Beaver Falls, Bloomfield, City of Butler, Braddock, North Braddock, Rankin, Swissvale, Fineview, Perry Hilltop, Ha-
zelwood, Hill District, Penn Hills, Homestead, W. Homestead, Munhall, Connellsville, Homewood, McKees Rocks, 
Mount Oliver, Knoxville, Sharpsburg, City of Washington, and Wilkinsburg.
     Since its inception in 2012, SCP has assisted communities to bring in over $15M in revenue, close to 50% coming 
from tax credit funds. The role of a business, investing in tax credits, providing 
technical support, and creating strategic partnerships is essential for the region’s 
communities to thrive. The SCP program is part of the Conference’s focus of pro-
moting a regional vitality where a thriving people living in the highest quality of 
place.
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Downtown Connellsville - Scenic Pittsburgh Award - October 16, 2019
     Connellsville, PA–Years of planning and labor by area leaders to 
leverage their scenic resources and make good on a new vision of the 
former “coal and coke capital of the U.S.” have brought big changes to 
Connellsville, and a first-of-its-kind award by local environmental and 
civic advocacy group Scenic Pittsburgh.
     Scenic Pittsburgh’s Community Scenic Achievement Award is given 
to a southwestern.  Pennsylvania community that has “demonstrated 
a consistent, long-term, and visionary commitment to protecting and 
promoting their scenic resources.”
     The public award ceremony took place on Wednesday, October 16, 

2019, at the Connellsville Canteen.. The planned location was in front of the mural at the Italian Independent So-
cial Club at 400 West Crawford Avenue, but due to inclement weather it was moved to the Canteen.   The 4,000 sq. 
ft. mural was commissioned by the Fayette County Cultural Trust from noted Pittsburgh muralist Jeremy Raymer, 
and portrays scenes from the history of Connellsville’s Italian-American community.  Aside from the mural and the 
Connellsville Canteen, a restaurant and WWII museum housed in an historic train station, other scenic attractions 
include flower plantings, renovated historic buildings, and improved facades. Public art calls attention to the city’s 
history and location, adjacent to the Youghiogheny River and Great Allegheny Passage bike trail. Connellsville also 
adopted an ambitious Comprehensive City Plan in April 2019 that focuses on further development of the area as a 
“recreational haven” and local arts showcase with a walkable downtown.
     Scenic Pittsburgh’s focus is the preservation and promotion of southwestern PA’s scenic resources – those places, 
sights and unique features of communities that make them great places to live and work. The non-profit serves a 
10-county region that includes Allegheny, Armstrong, Butler, Beaver, Fayette, Greene, Indiana, Somerset, Washington 
and Westmoreland counties.  Scenic Pittsburgh’s Executive Director, former PA state senator, state representative and 
Allegheny County commissioner Mike Dawida, says Connellsville is a great example of how communities can make 
the most of their scenic resources.
“Our motto is that beauty is good for business. Connellsville is leading the way, and showing how communities in the 
region can provide economic opportunity and quality of life for their residents by taking advantage of what makes 
them beautiful and unique.”
     One of the main forces behind the city’s revitalization has been Daniel Cocks, who created the Fayette County 
Cultural Trust specifically to seek funding for Connellsville’s downtown. He says the Trust’s efforts helped to catalyze 
a broader transformation financially supported by a broad range of local organizations, businesses and individuals 
called Downtown Connellsville. “Collaborations are very important for any community development initiative, and 
Connellsville has proven that working together produces positive results,” he said.
     The city council and Connellsville Redevelopment Authority have also been on board every step of the way. Mayor 
Greg Lincoln said, “It is a great honor to receive an award from Scenic 
Pittsburgh for all the efforts done by so many to make Connellsville a 
better place to work, live, and do business in.”
     Mayor Lincoln also emphasized the role of collaboration in the 
city’s success. “We have an amazing community full of volunteers who 
love Connellsville and its history. This award exemplifies working 
together to build a better community and I am grateful to Scenic Pitts-
burgh for recognizing our jewel on the Yough.”  “The people behind 
this had a vision,” adds Dawida. “And through a lot of hard work, and 
a focus on the beautiful aspects of their community, they’ve brought it 
to life.”
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Downtown Connellsville
Downtown Facade Improvement Program

166 West Crawford Avenue
Restored Cornice

139 West Crawford Avenue
New Windows,

Accessible Doors

119 West Crawford Avenue
Restored Cornice,

Metal Awning

109 West Crawford Avenue
 Accessible Doors

142 North Pittsburgh Street
New Windows,

Accessible Doors

The Fayette County Cultural Trust leveraged funds from the Allegheny 
Foundaton with an estate left by Michael Prestia to complete historic 
preservation work on several downtown buildings.  The historic preservation 
initiative also included making some of the buildings handicapped accessible.

615 West Crawford Avenue
New paint, Windows

201 North First Street
New Windows, Doors

414 West Peach Street
New Paint

150 West Crawford Avenue
New windows, Repointing, 

Metal Railing
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Downtown Connellsville

Welcome to Connellsville Walking Map

First City Newsletter

Three pavillions and the band shell at Youghiogheny 
River Park in Connellsville received new roofs. Thanks 
to the Connellsville Rec Board and the Connellsville 
Redevelopment Authority and the Neighborhood 
Partnership Program for funding this project.

Downtown Connellsville 
maintains the downtown 
planters along Crawford 
Avenue and Pittsburgh 
Street. 

Downtown Connellsville produces two publications.  
The Welcome to Connellsville walking map is placed 
in all overnight lodging facilities in Connellsville.  This 
document has a map inside and lets visitors know how 
far participating restaurants and shops are to walk 
from the Hotel.  The First City News is published twice 
a year.  This publication keeps businesses informed of 
events and funding opportuinities.
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Downtown Connellsville
Public Art Scene

Local Artist Randi Stewart was commissioned by the Fayette County Cultural Trust to paint a mural on the side of 
160 West Crawford Avenue.  This mural tells the story of past resident Edwin S. Porter, who conducted the first major 
motion picture The Great Train Robbery in 1903.  This mural was paid for using funds from the Allegheny Founda-
tion and part of the estate from Michael Prestia.

Downtown Connellsville hired a lo-
cal sign graphic designer to replace 
the lettering on the Connellsville 
Municipal building.  The Fayette 
County Cultural Trust partnered, 
for the second year in a row, with 
the students at the Connellsville 
Career and Technical School and 
the students designed seven more 
metal bird houses for the downtown 
planters.



10

Downtown Connellsville
Public Art

Italian Social Club Public Art Project

The Fayette County Cultural Trust commissioned Pittsburgh 
artist Jeremy Raymer to complete a 4000 square foot mural on 
three sides of the Italian Social Club located at 400 West Craw-
ford Avenue.  This building is located just a block from the 
Great Allegheny Passage Bike Trail and along Crawford Avenue 
which sees an average of 20,000 cars daily.  This project was 
funded through the Allegheny Foundation and matched with 
part of an estate from Michael Prestia.

A new sign in front of the building was added 
using funds from the Downtown Connellsville 
organization.
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Downtown Connellsville
Public Art

The Fayette County Cultural Trust partnered with 
Land Art Generator to provide a workshop at the 
Connellsville Canteen.  This workshop was geared 
towards creating a public art project that produces 
energy at Highlands Hospital Center for Autism 
School in Connellsville. Founder and Co-Director 
of Land Art Generator, Elizabeth Monoian & Robert 
Ferry, facilitated  this meeting. Land Art Generator 
has produced public art pieces and held compe-
titions all around the world including Denmark, 
Australia, Dubai/Abu Dhabi, NYC and California. 

Penn State Students Mural Restoration - Connellsville 
City Council Meeting, Mayor Greg Lincoln issued a 
Proclamation thanking Professor Patrick Daugherty. 
and his students for the great work repainting the B&O 
Penn State Mural on the side of 139 West Crawford 
Avenue. That mural was first painted by Penn State 
Professor David Dipietro and his art students in 1983.

Local Artist Brandi Bee created a mural along the 
Great Allegheny Passage near the new Comfort 
Inn Hotel.  This mural was partially paid for by 
Downtown Connellsville.
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Downtown Connellsville - Soup Walk & Chili Walk

Each year Dowontown Connellsville hosts a spring Soup Walk and fall Chili Festival.  This year marked the 4th       
annual for both events.  These events raised money for Downtown Connellsville initiaties as well as encouraged    
people to walk around downtown to visit shops and restaurants.  

Fayette County Train Day
Fayette County Train Day was created to encour-
age people to travel around Fayette County and see 
several scratch built railroad displays.  This event 
draws many people to Fayette County from the 
adjoining counties.
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Downtown Connellsville Events
Amish Donuts

In April Downtown Connellsville Steering Committee presented 
Tyler Garlick with the Connellsville Police Department a $500 
check for the Connellsville Police K-9 initiative.

Downtown Connellsville
Promotions Committee

It’s a Connellsville Christmas

The Fayette County Cultural Trust has been 
working with Punxsutawney Amish donut mak-
ers.  They have been coming to Connellsville for 
the past 3 years making fresh donuts during the 
summer.  This event draws hundreds of people to 
downtown Connellsville.

At the end of each year, the Downtown Connellsville Promotions 
Committee plans It’s a Connellsville Christmas.  This event is a 
city wide open house and emcompases Breakfast with Santa, a 
Christmas Parade, Non-Profit Cookie Sales, Church Tours, Live 
Nativity, Gingerbread House Contest, and activities for children.

Crime Prevention
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Connellsville Canteen

May 2019 - The 3rd grade classes from West Crawford Elementary 
took a field trip to the Connellsville Canteen, Appalachian Creativi-
ty Center and the Laurel Highlands Native American Interpretative 
Center in Connellsville. They spent all day having fun learning about 
the Canteen, train display, creating art, WWII, Native American 
History and even got to meet Officer McGruff who stopped by to say 
hi. This field trip was provided by the Allegheny Foundation which 
included their transportation, lunch and a fun day in Connellsville! 
Thanks to the teachers at West Crawford Elementary for making this 
happen.

     A project of the Fayette County Cultural Trust, the Connellsville Canteen has been operating since 2012 and is the 
only museum in Southwestern Pennsylvania dedicated to preserving the history of WWII.  Since opening, the Can-
teen has hosted several school field trips, mystery tours from out of state tour groups, the Travel Channel, news teams 
from Ohio, and has received an asset enhancement award from the Pennsylvania Downtown Center.  The Canteen 
continues to be the hub of education in the area with its programming to include Lunch & Learns, Dinner & Dia-
logues, educational partnerships with the Heinz History Center and other organizations.  

     The Connellsville Canteen employs a Chef, Canteen Manager, and 
two waitresses.  The Canteen has also worked with seniors from the 
local Area Agency on Aging.  The facility also has a “Canteen Boot-
camp” program to train Culinary Career and Technical Students the 
aspects of running a kitchen. This past year we have utilized interns 
from Penn State University.
     The Canteen is also the home of Harry Clark’s Indian Creek Val-
ley Railroad Display.  This 25’ x 55’ display was rated one of the best 
scratch built displays in America.  This display houses many recreated 
buildings from the area around the 1940’s. A group of volunteers runs 
the trains every Saturday.
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Connellsville Canteen - Events & Tours
Harry Clark’s Indian Creek Valley Railroad Display

The Connellsville Canteen is home to the 
Laurel Highlands Ambassador Program.  
Through this program Southwestern Pennsyl-
vania residents can learn about the history of 
their area by local professionals.  This year the 
Canteen has hosted several sessions dealing 
with history, art, tourism and businesses such 
as wineries and brewing companies.

During Martin Luther King Jr.’s birth-
day  the Cantreen hosted a video Love 
& Solidarty produced by former local 
resident Rev. James Lawson.

Retired nurses from Frick enjoyed 
touring the Canteen and learning 
about the local WWII History as 
well as seeing Harry Clark’s Indi-
an Creek Valley Railroad Display.

This year the Fayette County 
Cultural Trust teamed up 
with the Holocaust Center 
of Pittsburgh to bring their 
educational programs to 
Fayette County during one 
of the Laurel Highlands 
Ambassador Programs.
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Rural Arts Collaborative
Placing teaching artists in schools.

     Started in 2012 and after a year of conversations and 
planning with funding from the Claude Worthington Ben-
edum Foundation, the Rural Arts Collaborative (RAC) Arts 
Education Project was formed. The premise behind the RAC 
project approach was to recruit Teaching Artists to work in 
school districts in Southwestern Pennsylvania counties, with 
the intent to infuse a diverse arts education approach into 
existing curriculum, enhance social and cognitive learn-
ing for students, and contribute to sustained partnerships 
amongst educators, artists and students in the region, partic-
ularly in those schools which were experiencing cutbacks or 
entire elimination of their arts programs.
     The Fayette County Cultural Trust has been the force to 
build a strong home for the RAC on that original founda-
tion, and the project continues to flourish in Southwestern 
Pennsylvania school districts with continuing support from 
the Claude Worthington Benedum Foundation, and addi-
tional funding from the Community Foundation of Fayette 
County, Chevron and EQT. We are ever grateful to our 
funders, supporters and schools for believing in this proj-
ect that has made a difference for so many students in our 
region.

Rural Arts Collaborative
Founder and Manager

Carmelle Nickens

Participating artists include:

Diane Adams
Glynis Board
DW Gregory
Hiromi Katayama
Rebecca Kiger
Michael McKowen
Laura Jean McLaughlin
James Moore
Frank Morga n
Jess Reger
Michelle Sophia Sabol

James Simon
Heather Snyder
Calvin Stemley
Nancy Tirone
Codi Yoders Vanata
Robert Villamagna

Art Organizations

Attack Th eatre
Bricolage

Primary
Sponsor
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Rural Arts Collaborative - 2018 - 2020 Participating Schools
Burgettstown High School, Washington County, Pennsylvania – 2018 – 2019

Fort Cherry Middle/High School, Washington County, Pennsylvania – 2018 – 2019

Ringgold Middle School, Washington County, Pennsylvania – 2018 – 2019

Trinity Middle School, Washington County, Pennsylvania – 2018 – 2019

Washington High School, Washington County, Pennsylvania – 2018 – 2019

Laurel Highlands Middle School, Fayette County, Pennsylvania – 2018 – 2019

Brooke Middle School, Brooke County, West Virginia – 2018 – 2019

John Marshall High School, Marshall County, West Virginia – 2018 – 2019

Weir High School, Hancock County, West Virginia – 2018 – 2019

Bellaire High School, Belmont County, Ohio – 2018 – 2019

Madonna Catholic High School, Weirton, Hancock County, West Virginia – 2019 – 2020

St Paul School, Weirton, Hancock County, West Virginia - 2019 - 2020

St. Joseph the Worker Catholic School, Weirton, Hancock County, West Virginia - 2019 - 2020

Greesburg-Salem, Westmoreland County, Pennsylvania – 2019 – 2020

Washington Middle/High School, Washington County, Pennsylvania – 2019 – 2020

Madonna Catholic Regional School, Washington County, Monongahela, Pennsylvania - 2019 - 2020

Beaver Career & Technical Center, Beaver County, Pennsylvania – 2020 – 2021

North Elementary, Monongalia County, West Virginia – 2019 - 2020

Paden City High School, Wetzel County, West Virginia - 2019 - 2020

Primary 
Sponsor

Corporate
Sponsors

Fiscal Agents
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5th Annual Achievement in the Arts - May 2019

June 2, 2019 - Spring Recital organized by Chelsea Ritenour. 
Students included Bailey Rosensteel, Ava Jordan-Egnot, Lena 
Miller, Sydney Gillott, Haile Rapano, Jenna Kosisko, Riley Ar-
tis, Ivy Flesik, Lily Grimm, Shelby Basinger, Lily Flesik, Aaron 
Zavatchan, Hanna and Halle Detwiler.  Donations went to help 
support the Achievement in the Arts Awards.

The Fayette County Achievement in the Arts mission is to recognize, encourage and reward the advancement and 
achievement in music, theater and visual arts among high school students in Fayette County.  The Achievement in 
the Arts program recognizes 3 students from each of the schools in Fayette County excelling in Music, Theater and 
Visual Arts.  The schools participating are Albert Gallatin High School, Brownsville Area High School, Connellsville 
Area High School, Frazier High School, Geibel Catholic Junior-Senior High School, Laurel Highlands High School 
and Uniontown Area High School.  This initiative is a collaboration between the Fayette County Cultural Trust and 
local Rotary organizations.  2019 marked the 5th Annual. 2019 student award winners include

Albert Gallatin High School
Music - Caitlyn Angel
Theater - Jayda Jones
Visual Arts - Valerie Warren

Brownsville High School
Music - Caitlyn Angel
Theater - Jayda Jones
Visual Arts - Valerie Warren

Connellsville Area High School
Music - Anthony Domina
Theater - Parker Carte
Visual Arts - Kellie Marie Willians

Frazier High School
Music - Nicholas J. Miller
Theater - Logan Kulikoski
Visual Arts - Laci Sullivan

Geibel Catholic Junior-Senior High School
Music - Nina Alvarez
Theater - Lauren Judy
Visual Arts - Amanda Knapp

Laurel Highlands High School
Music - Brandon Scott Saghy
Theater - Isabella Leonardo
Visual Arts - Madison Adele Ford

Uniontown Area High School
Music - Luke Patton
Theater - Abigail Rocks
Visual Arts - Leah Jane Anido

Thank you to this year’s sponsors!

House Financial
Services

Murphy Hall
Connellsville
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Perryopolis- Fayette County

December 15, 2019
Funds raised for the Achievement in the Arts

This year the Fayette County Cultural Trust toured Washington’s 
Grist Mill Facility in Perryopolis with the Perryopolis Parks & 
Recreation Authority.  Washingtons grist mill is currently in need 
of maintenance, and a plan is being formulated to partner with 
Perryopolis and their historical society to continue the preserva-
tion efforts.. 
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Connellsville Crossroads Magazine
The Connellsville Crossroads Magazine was first published in the Spring of 2009.  The Connellsville Crossroads is 
printed quarterly.  The magazine covers stories relating to the area’s past, present and future.  The winter 2019 
magaznie marked our 43rd issue.  This year the magazine had a subsciption base of 225 people from all around the 
country.



21

Laurel Highlands Visitors Bureau Tourism Grants
In 2019, the Fayette County Cultural Trust received two tourism grants from the Laurel Highlands Visitors Bureau - 
Hotel Tax Program.  The first one was for  $1,491 which was used for marketing Connellsville as a destination along 
the Great Allegheny Passage to cyclists in the “Trail Guide.”  The second was for capital projects in the amount of 
$25,684.  The capital projects included placing signage, bike racks, benches and trash receptacles along Crawford Ave-
nue in downtown.
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The Fayette Non-Profit Partnership was creat-
ed as a way to get non-profits working to-
gether.  “Better Together” is facilitated by MJ 
Callaway. Represented here were the Fayette 
County Cultural Trust, Wesley Health Center, 
Highlands Hospital, Youghiogheny Holistic 
Living, Connellsville Community Ministries, 
Alternative Yes, Connellsville Redevelopment 
Authority and community members that are 
engaged with helping the area move forward 
in a positive way. — with Cathy Kumor, Hei-
di Dunlap McClain, Dana Evans Krofcheck,   
Paula Grubach, Mj Callaway, Daniel Cocks 
and Emily Saylor Richter. 

The Fayette County Culturla Trust represented Fayette County at the February 2019 Washington County Tourism 
Pormotion Agency Summit in Washington PA.  

The Fayette County Cultural Trust and Connellsville 
Rotary partnered together to place a bronze plaque at the 
East Park Bandshell honoring local musician Herald 
Betters who just turned 92 years old.

Fayette Non-Profit Partnership
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Financials - 2019
Revenue & Support $643,127

Expenses $880,290

The official registration and financial information of the Fayette County Cultural Trust, Inc. (EIN: 65-1283985), 
a 501(c) (3) non-profit, may be obtained from the Pennsylvania Department of State by calling toll free, with-
in Pennsylvania, 1-800-732-0999.  Registration does not imply endorsement.

Grants 
71% - $457,025

Sales
22% - $139,831

Contributions & Fundraising
7% - $46,271

Program
85% - $746,404

Management & General
15% - $133,682

Fundraising Expenses
Less than 1% - $204

The Fayette County Cultural Trust uses the calendar year for IRS purposes and audits. The FCCT incorporates 
two financial cycles in its end of year financial report. The IRS calendar year runs from January 1st through 
December 31st on any given year and the Pennsylvania state’s fiscal year is a 12-month period that runs from 
July 1st through June 30th of the following year. Pennsylvania’s Neighborhood Partnership tax credit program 
is based on the state’s fiscal year. The financials reported in this end of year financial report only reflects part 
of the income from the Neighborhood Partnership tax credit program which is the reason the FCCT is show-
ing a deficit at the end of the 2019 calendar year.



to our
Neighborhood Partnership Program

sponsors!


