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Scripture reading….13 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches.14 And unto the angel of the church of the Laodiceans write; These things saith the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the beginning of the creation of God;15 I know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor hot: I would thou wert cold or hot.16 So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of my mouth.
In paying close attention to the above scripture, our Lord spoke in a very strong tone of voice in order to get a message across to all churches, all members, and all Christians all over the world. Beloved God has called us to be very active in service unto Him, and not to be just complacent. Our responsibility to all people everywhere is to direct them back to our maker. As His Holy Spirit leads us we want to focus on remaining on fire for the Lord. I pray this message will help everyone who is just tittering or straddling the fence as it were, come out of their Luke warmness and get back the zeal for the Lord.
First in order to understand how to remain on fire for the Lord we must understand what the Lord meant by the word…”Luke warm” 
I know that we sometimes feel that we do not seem to make a difference by the way we lead our lives, but honestly speaking, we can make a difference in someone else’s life.

Often the problem lies in the fact that we consider that we are just one in comparison to this world, and we feel we need to make a difference in the world. With such high goals, everyone will admit defeat even before they make any effort at all. We need to make a difference in our world. Our world is where we dwell and interact with others, our homes, our Jobs our Communities, our association at various places we visit.

Today I want to emphasize on the need to make a difference. By just adjusting to the ability God gives us to make a difference. The effort we need to apply to our lives in order to make a difference and here is where it all begins…The realization that in order to make a difference in others, I must start with making a difference in me I must remain on fire for the Lord.!!
Let’s read the scripture again….from another translation…
Revelation 3:15-17
“I know your deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot, I would that you were cold or hot. So because you are lukewarm, and neither hot or cold, I will spit you out of My mouth. Because you say ‘I am rich and have become wealthy and have need of nothing’ and you do not know that you are wretched and miserable and poor and blind and naked”



Here is a quick idea of how this works, let’s look at the example of cold and hot liquids.
When it’s hot and you are working hard outside, you know that cold water or some other beverage cools you down on the INSIDE.
When the weather is cold, nothing warms as well as a cup of hot chocolate, tea, or coffee. It warms you up INSIDE.
Either way,when we injest these liquies, the liquids are there to make a difference in how we feel. 
The problem is that………Luke warmness does not do this.!!!

Lukewarm Christians
The problem with being lukewarm is that everything appears to be fine on the outside.
Some Christians feel that they have the appearance of being good moral people, and we figure that this is good enough for God most of the time. But that is a false perception. Lukewarm Christians could never make a difference in the people around them as God desires.

Lukewarm Christians have far too little impact on the lives of those whom they come in contact with.
Sure, they have some good qualities, and maybe they feel good about themselves because of their good qualities. But the real truth is that these people are not totally devoted to God. They Love God, but God is not first in their life.

They consider that only the “extreme” Christians actually love God with their whole heart.
Logically, they know that God should come first, but they do not consistently place Him there.
The Bible teaches the following…..
Matthew 6:33, 3 But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you.
Matthew 22:37-39— 37 Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind.38 This is the first and great commandment.39 And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.

Luke warm Christians are not all that religious. Sure, they know that serving God is important and all that. But they do not believe that making a spectacle of themselves or to show how religious they are matters. They want just enough religion to settle their conscience and stay out of trouble and that other Christians don’t point them out to others. That’s a form of straddling the fence…

Over in the Epistle of Timothy we read…..
2 Timothy 3:5—This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come.2 For men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy,3 Without natural affection, trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that are good,4 Traitors, heady, high minded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God; 5 Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such turn away.
Notice that this particular scripture covers all persons who have a form of Godliness, this includes Lukewarm Christians….

 Lukewarm Christians only pretend to love others, in theory, such a concept of loving others sounds good. But they rarely do something for others unless they can get something out of it themselves. Doing good for others is usually limited to a few friends or family. And perhaps only when it is convenient and in their favor!!
Matthew 22:39-40… 39 And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.40 On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.

Something else about Lukewarm Christians……
They have Good Intentions, Sure, SOMEDAY, I will teach my neighbor. SOMEDAY I will study my Bible like I should. SOMEDAY I will begin to attend every service. SOMEDAY I will make the necessary sacrifices.
Here is what the scriptures declare…..
Ephesians 5… Be ye therefore followers of God, as dear children;2 And walk in love, as Christ also hath loved us, and hath given himself for us an offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweet smelling savour.3 But fornication, and all uncleanness, or covetousness, let it not be once named among you, as becometh saints;4 Neither filthiness, nor foolish talking, nor jesting, which are not convenient: but rather giving of thanks.5 For this ye know, that no whoremonger, nor unclean person, nor covetous man, who is an idolater, hath any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God.6 Let no man deceive you with vain words: for because of these things cometh the wrath of God upon the children of disobedience.7 Be not ye therefore partakers with them.8 For ye were sometimes darkness, but now are ye light in the Lord: walk as children of light:9 (For the fruit of the Spirit is in all goodness and righteousness and truth;)10 Proving what is acceptable unto the Lord.11 And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather reprove them.12 For it is a shame even to speak of those things which are done of them in secret.13 But all things that are reproved are made manifest by the light: for whatsoever doth make manifest is light.14 Wherefore he saith, Awake thou that sleepest, and arise from the dead, and Christ shall give thee light.15 See then that ye walk circumspectly, not as fools, but as wise,16 Redeeming the time, because the days are evil.17 Wherefore be ye not unwise, but understanding what the will of the Lord is.18 And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but be filled with the Spirit;19 Speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord;20 Giving thanks always for all things unto God and the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ;21 Submitting yourselves one to another in the fear of God


 Some Lukewarm Christians
Talk About Zeal This seems to be the “golden fleece” for these people. They talk about growing in zeal and knowledge and other spiritual things. But they never get around to it. Learning about the great zeal of others never inspires them to work towards making a difference (even in themselves).
Hebrews 12:1-6— Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is set before us,2 Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God.3 For consider him that endured such contradiction of sinners against himself, lest ye be wearied and faint in your minds.4 Ye have not yet resisted unto blood, striving against sin.5 And ye have forgotten the exhortation which speaketh unto you as unto children, My son, despise not thou the chastening of the Lord, nor faint when thou art rebuked of him:6 For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he receiveth. 
A great witnesses should inspire us to focus upon Christ and run the race with endurance.

Lukewarm Christians are often silent about their Faith. They sometimes do set a good example for others and sometimes they have a positive influence on others. Yet rarely do they take time to have a meaningful discussion about salvation or doctrine, or anything having to do with God. It is like they are ashamed of the gospel.
Paul said the following…..
Romans 1:16 16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.

Lukewarm Christians will tend to Settle Into A One Sided Religion. They will recognize that there is one true church and this is probably the one. But they do not integrate it into their lives.
Holding on to sound doctrine is kept in the church building, but not carried about where they go.

2 Timothy 4:3-5…3 For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears;4 And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables.5 But watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, make full proof of thy ministry.


Ephesians 1:18-19 18 The eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that ye may know what is the hope of his calling, and what the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints,19 And what is the exceeding greatness of his power to us-ward who believe, according to the working of his mighty power,

Lukewarm Christians
Depend Upon Themselves They have not learned to put their trust in God.
They arrange their lives so that they can remain comfortable. Just enough church to feel good about me. They believe God exists, But do not take the risk of defending Him.

Proverbs 3:5-12 5 Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding.6 In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths.7 Be not wise in thine own eyes: fear the LORD, and depart from evil.8 It shall be health to thy navel, and marrow to thy bones.9 Honour the LORD with thy substance, and with the firstfruits of all thine increase:10 So shall thy barns be filled with plenty, and thy presses shall burst out with new wine.11 My son, despise not the chastening of the LORD; neither be weary of his correction:12 For whom the LORD loveth he correcteth; even as a father the son in whom he delighteth.

Conclusion
Unfortunately some of this may apply to you, ONLY YOU AND THE LORD KNOW!!!
We as Christians can get caught up in our comfort zones and fail to exercise pure religion and faith. As Christians we are to impact the world for good.
Titus 3:14 “And let our people also learn to engage in good deeds to meet pressing needs, that they may not be unfruitful”.  ..We all know the Lord will ask…Where is thy fruit?

Now you know why lukewarm is so disgusting to the Lord.
 Are you ready to make a difference? WILL YOU BECOME HOT FOR THE LORD???...START YOUR CHANGE NOW!!! YOU WILL NEVER REGRET IT!!!

YOU DON’T HAVE A PROBLEM ALL YOU NEED IS A LITTLE FAITH!!!!
