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TITLE: Discerning the Call of God

TEXT: Jn. 14:6; Mt. 9:9-13; Luke 19:1-9; 

1st Co. 7:17-20; Mt.24:45-46

INTRODUCTION:   This morning  I want to talk about discerning the call of God upon our life--But before we can determine just what Gods call for our life may be I believe that there is an important question that we have to ask ourselves..

  The question is: How do we define our faith?

 How do we define Christianity?

 We may use different words to define it but it will be defined in one of two ways...

  Either Christianity as mere religion or Christianity as truth.
  Let me see if I can explain what I mean--

 If we see Christianity as mere religion, than, say, if asked the question about the existence of God, our response would be something like this---well, yes I believe God exists.
Why? How do you know? Because I am born again. I have had a personal experience with Him.
  With this view we see that the existence of God is dependent on our experience.
 On the other hand if we view Christianity as ultimate truth then it doesn't make any difference whether we have had a personal experience with God or not. It doesn't even matter if we believe or not.
  God is simply because He is!

  If God is truth than it doesn't make any difference if anyone believes in Him or not…
  If we view Christianity as mere religion and ourselves as religious then we may come to Church on Sunday and maybe even on Monday and Wednesday nights to worship God.
  If we view Christianity as truth than we will worship God, not only when we are in Church but whenever and wherever we are. We will live lives of worship to God.
  Webster defines religion as: 1. Belief in, or the worship of, God or a group of gods. 2. A particular system of belief or worship built around God, moral ideals, a philosophy of life, ect.

  You can be a rock worshiper and be religious. You can be Satanists and be religious..
 A bolder can become a god as it is surrounded by those who worship it...but take away the worshipers and the bolder is nothing more than a big rock…
  God is God whether anyone worships Him or not because He is truth..
  Jesus, nowhere in scripture ever describes Himself as religious.  How does Jesus describe Himself?

John 14:6 (NIV) Jesus answered, "I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 

 Jesus said I am the truth…
225 aletheia {al-ay'-thi-a}

1) (actual--not subjective)

1a) what is true in any matter under consideration

1a2) of a truth, in reality, in fact, certainly

  Religion is often subjective--it is dependent upon our beliefs…
 Jesus said that He is objective, actual, and factual----

 He said that I am not just truthful but that I am the objective truth. What is true in any matter under consideration.
  So, what does all this have to do with our calling? Whether we view Christianity, our faith, as mere  religion or as absolute truth?

 From the religious mindset, the ultimate calling that God would place upon our life is what?  The ministry!

 Pastor, preacher, teacher, evangelists, ect.....

 Isn't this how most of us define full time ministry?

  Let me tell you that if this is how we define full time ministry that your perception of ministry is primarily just a religious one.  And it has no foundation in the Word of God.
  Let me illustrate from Scripture this morning----

Matt 9:9 (NIV) As Jesus went on from there, he saw a man named Matthew sitting at the tax collector's booth. "Follow me," he told him, and Matthew got up and followed him. 

10 While Jesus was having dinner at Matthew's house, many tax collectors and "sinners" came and ate with him and his disciples. 

11 When the Pharisees saw this, they asked his disciples, "Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and `sinners'?" 

12 On hearing this, Jesus said, "It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. 

13 But go and learn what this means: `I desire mercy, not sacrifice.' For I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners." 

  Jesus comes upon a man named Matthew, a sinner, a tax collector... Back then the two words- tax collector and sinner were almost synonymous.
   But what I want to look at is what calling this man received from God.
As Jesus went on from there, he saw a man named Matthew sitting at the tax collector's booth. "Follow me," he told him, and Matthew got up and followed him. 

  Jesus called Matthew to follow Him. Matthew was called into "full time" ministry at that moment.
  Now let us look at another example of one being called by God---

Luke 19:1 (NIV) Jesus entered Jericho and was passing through. 

2 A man was there by the name of Zacchaeus; he was a chief tax collector and was wealthy. 

3 He wanted to see who Jesus was, but being a short man he could not, because of the crowd. 

(Example: Old movie theaters –all seat where the same level---inevitably, a big guy like Jim would sit in front of you wearing his cowboy hat)

4 So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore-fig tree to see him, since Jesus was coming that way. 

5 When Jesus reached the spot, he looked up and said to him, "Zacchaeus, come down immediately. I must stay at your house today." 

6 So he came down at once and welcomed him gladly. 

7 All the people saw this and began to mutter, "He has gone to be the guest of a `sinner.'" 

8 But Zacchaeus stood up and said to the Lord, "Look, Lord! Here and now I give half of my possessions to the poor, and if I have cheated anybody out of anything, I will pay back four times the amount." 

9 Jesus said to him, "Today salvation has come to this house, because this man, too, is a son of Abraham. 

   Jesus was passing through Jericho and comes across another tax collector. A sinner named Zacchaeus.
  The reason that sinner and tax collector were so closely related was that most tax collectors would add on to the tax that was actually due to put a little aside for themselves. It was a very corrupt occupation...

  Matthew and Zacchaeus have a lot in common....

Both tax collectors---Both sinners---Both called by God..
  But look at their callings…
  Matthew was called to follow Jesus in the proclamation of the Gospel...

 What was Zacchaeus calling?

  As far as we know Zacchaeus calling was to remain a tax collector but to become an honest one and bring his Christianity within the work place.
  From the viewpoint of Christianity as religion---One was called to full time ministry and one was not.
 From the viewpoint of Christianity as truth both were called to full time ministry!
  The only difference in the two callings was that one was called to come and the other was called to stay..
  Matthew became a minister of Jesus Christ throughout Judea....

  Zacchaeus became a minister of Jesus Christ throughout his home and work place as he lived a Christ like life of integrity and honesty and faith right where he was at!
  But both were called to full time service..
  The fact is there is no part time work in the kingdom of God!
  There is no superior or inferior calling of God!
  Some God will call to Pastoring, some to missionary work, some to the work of an evangelist---
  But some will be called to banking, some to insurance, some to construction, some will be called to be doctors, some to be lawyers, some to be homemakers—even some to work for the IRS!
  I am not sure when it started, sometime at least a generation back, possible two, there was a major shift within the Church in the United states about how 

we view Christianity.... We made a major shift toward viewing it as mere religion rather than as objective truth.
  Within a lot of Christian households look at how we have instructed or advised our children in regards to their occupational careers?
  What is it we as Christian parents have often said or implied to our children.....

  Stay away from politics for that is a dirty business!

 There is no such thing as an honest lawyer!

 Doctors are all greedy, just in it for the money and the bible says the love of money is evil.
  So, son or daughter, think about Bible College, think about entering the ministry, Serve God with your life.
  You want to know where this kind of thinking has taken us.... Just look around!
  If a lot of  professions and politics and government are corrupt and are predominately un-Godly, could it not be because that we, the Church, instead of encouraging our children who may be gifted in these areas of life to enter them, have instead tried to steer them to what we perceive as a more Church friendly occupation?

  Are we, the Church, Guilty of limiting our children's understandings of the call of God? Have we given them the impression that Gods only calling is into areas that directly relate to the Church?

  This is not a biblical perspective!

  Jesus called two tax collectors!

 One he called to work within the Church.
The other he called to work within the work place..
  Which one was the greatest calling? They were both the same! They were both Gods calling!

  Matthew, as he was obedient to God's calling effected change for God where God had placed him--with in the Church.
  Zacchaeus, as he was obedient to God's call effected change for God where God had placed him--within the workplace.
  1Cor 7:17 (NIV) Nevertheless, each one should retain the place in life that the Lord assigned to him and to which God has called him. This is the rule I lay down in all the churches. 

18 Was a man already circumcised when he was called? He should not become uncircumcised. Was a man uncircumcised when he was called? He should not be circumcised. 

19 Circumcision is nothing and uncircumcision is nothing. Keeping God's commands is what counts. 

20 Each one should remain in the situation which he was in when God called him. 

 Each one should remain in the place in life that the Lord assigned to him and to which God has called him.
 Was a man already circumcised when he was called? He should not become uncircumcised. Was a man uncircumcised when he was called? He should not be circumcised. 

 You might paraphrase it this way:

 Were you Jewish when you answered Gods call of salvation--then don't think that you have to become a gentile!

  If you were a gentile when you came to Christ then don't think that you have to become Jewish!

 If you were a Methodist when you came to Christ don't think that you have to become a Baptist--If you were a Baptist don't think that you have to become a Methodist!

 If you were a lawyer when you accepted Christ then don't think that you have to give up law and become a Minister!

  Allow God to use you in the field that he has already gifted you in to effect change for Him where you are at!

  If you are a baker than be the best baker that you can be for Jesus and effect change for Him where you are.
  If you are a lawyer then be the best lawyer that you can be for Jesus and make a difference for Him in the courtroom and with your clients..
  If you are a politician then be the best that you can be for Jesus in politics and effect change for Jesus there..
  If you are a construction or factory worker than be the best construction worker that you can be for Jesus and effect change for Jesus right where you are at..
  What would things in this country be like if when Roe vs. Wade came before the Supreme Court back in 1970 we would of had a majority of bible believing Christian judges on the bench?

  What would be the prominent programs coming over the airways to our television sets if those who were writing the programs were Godly men and women who feared God?

  How do you suppose the reflection of our Nation may change if we had Christian men and women as our political leaders who would stand up and say enough is enough and enact legislation that would put an end to such ungodly things as state sanctioned abortion on demand and turn this Nation from the roller coaster ride to destruction that it is currently headed on back on a path toward God?

  How would the world around us change if we as Christians changed our view of Christianity from mere religion to view it as ultimate, objective truth?
  When we just view our faith as religion then everything has to center around religious things....
 The Church building becomes the place that we must get people into in order to get them saved.
  The professional is the only one that can do it!

 The highest calling of God becomes that which is centered around or surrounded by religious things--

Pastor, preacher, teacher, missionary, evangelists.
  If we come to view our faith as truth, ultimate, objective truth, then it is as true for us within the work place as it is within the Church building.
  Truth is truth wherever it is at..  

  Jesus said: I am the way and I am the truth and I am the life!

  Not just a truth but the truth! The embodiment of truth! The personification of truth!

  Church, Jesus dwells within us! We have the objective truth of God within our very lives..
  And each of us has been called by God to take that truth to whatever place that God has placed us in.
  Your calling is where you are at right now.
  And it is a calling that is second to none.
 God has called you to that place.
 Will He ever call you to some other place? Will God ever change your calling?

  Maybe, maybe not…
  But let me tell you this--If He ever does you will know it. It will be a clear calling..
Example: My call to Pastoral ministry---was crystal clear---

To both me and Pam! Doors that needed to open were opened!

 Because God called me into the pastorate does that make it a high calling?

  Yes, to me it is a high calling! Because it is the call that God has placed upon my life.
  Is it in any way superior to the calling that God has placed upon your life? No it is not! For whatever God has called you to is a high calling to you because it is Gods calling upon your life. It is what He has chosen for you.
  If we view Christianity as truth and not mere religion, we will accept whatever Gods call upon our life is.

  Martin Luther, I believe had a good perception of His faith as truth that is revealed in these words that he spoke...

   "If I knew that the Lord was coming tomorrow, I would plant a tree today".

 Evidently, Martin Luther had planned to plant a tree the day that he wrote these words.
   What he was saying was this: If I would change what I was going to do today because the Lord is coming tomorrow than what does that say about what I was going to do today anyway---I mean, how worthwhile was it?
 Matt 24:45 (NIV) "Who then is the faithful and wise servant, whom the master has put in charge of the servants in his household to give them their food at the proper time? 

46 It will be good for that servant whose master finds him doing so when he returns. 

  So if you are a Christian surgeon, that is what God has called you to and if Jesus is returning tomorrow, what should you do today? Get up and do your surgery today as you do every day.
  If you are a construction worker and Jesus is coming tomorrow what should you do today? Go out and build a house!

  Why? Because  that is the calling that God has placed upon your life and if it was truth for you yesterday then it is still truth for you today as it will still be truth for you tomorrow...

  There have been many who have spent their whole lives searching for the call of God for their lives and it was right in front of them all the time...they just refused to accept it....

  How about you this morning--

 How do you perceive your faith? As mere religion or as Truth?

 If you perceive it as truth then have you accepted the calling that God has placed upon your life today?

  The calling to bear the ultimate truth of Jesus Christ wherever it is that God has you right now..
  To simply live out your faith in whatever place it is that God has you placed today..  

  That is your calling—and it is a calling that is second to none…

