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TITLE: The Degradation of a Nation

TEXT: Is. 5:20-21; Lev. 20:10-16; Mt. 5:17-18; Heb. 13:8;

Mal. 3:6; 1 Cor. 6:9-10

INTRODUCTION: This morning I want to talk about the degradation of a Nation. 

 George Mason, the Father of our Bill of Rights once insightfully said this: “As nations cannot be rewarded or punished in the next world they must be in this. By an inevitable chain of causes and effects, Providence (God) punishes national sins by national calamities.”

 Mason’s insight was that as nations will not enter eternity or stand before the judgment seat of Christ to answer for their sin any judgment must take place in this world. 
 And this has proven true throughout the pages of Scripture. As we follow Gods chosen people Israel throughout their history we see this very thing. When Israel lived according to Gods laws and moral decrees they were blessed and prospered as a Nation.

 When they turned from Gods laws and moral decrees they were punished as a nation. Many times very severely. Even to the point of total National destruction. From 70 AD until 1948 Israel was dispersed among the nations without a homeland or a national identity because of their turning from God and embracing the wicked practices of the world.
   If God would not overlook the apathy and disobedience of His chosen people then He will not overlook our apathy and disobedience in America either.
 Another Founding Father, Thomas Jefferson, once said this: “Can the liberties of a nation be thought secure when we have removed their only firm basis, a conviction in the minds of the people that these liberties are of the gift of God? That they are not to be violated but with His wrath?” Indeed, I tremble for my country when I reflect that God is just and His justice will not sleep forever!”

 Our founding Fathers understood that above all else God is just and His justice demands that sins be judged.
There are many national sins that I could talk about this morning that stand to bring the judgment of God upon us as a nation.

Many, such as legalized abortion, Government sanctioning the killing of our unborn children is one such sin that we will one day pay the price for as a nation if it is not repented of and put to an end.

But what I want to talk about this morning is something that is slowly but surely bringing our nation to its knees….Political correctness……
It started quite a while ago but today it is rampant in our nation.  Being politically correct!

For years the battle to expand Homosexual and now transgender rights has become a politically correct issue.

 When these things could not get through the legislative process the left choose a different route---the courts.

 It is the courts, largely through legislating from the bench, that have advanced this politically correct issue now having made same sex marriage the law of the land. Actually the word “law “does not apply since the decision was not made by the people through their elected representatives but by a few men in black robes overstepping their constitutional restraints for purely ideological reasons..

 Chuck Colson once wrote an article called The Thought Police. What the Hate Crimes Law Would Do
In George Orwell’s classic novel 1984, the government Thought Police constantly spies on citizens to make sure they are not thinking rebellious thoughts. Thought crimes are severely punished by Big Brother.
1984 was intended as a warning against totalitarian governments that enslave and control their citizens. Never have we needed this warning more urgently than now, because America’s Thought Police are knocking on your door.
 At the time of Colsen’s writing  the House Judiciary Committee, egged on by radical homosexual groups, passed what can only be called a Thought Crimes bill. It’s called the Local Law Enforcement Hate Crimes Prevention Act. But this bill is not about hate. It’s not even about crime. It’s about eventually outlawing peaceful speech—speech that asserts that homosexual behavior is morally wrong.
 Some say we need this law to prevent attacks on homosexuals. But we already have laws against assaults on all people and property. Moreover, according to the FBI, crimes against homosexuals in the United States have dropped dramatically in recent years. Out of 863,000 cases of aggravated assault, just 177 cases were crimes of bias against homosexuals—far less than even 1 percent.
 Another problem is that in places where hate crimes laws have been passed, hate crimes have been defined to include verbal attacks—and even peaceful speech. The Thought Police have already prosecuted Christians under hate crimes laws in England, Sweden, Canada, and even in some places in the United States.
 In Canada, pastors who preach sermons giving the biblical view of homosexuality have been prosecuted.   Today in America Christian businessmen who refuse to print pro-gay literature or a baker or photographer refusing to partake in a Gay wedding because of their personal beliefs are prosecuted and some have lost their business to overzealous prosecutors. 
 In classic 1984 fashion, today free speech is under attack and if it is conservative or biblically moral speech it is often treated as a violent attack worthy of punishment.
 This is nowhere more evident today than on many of our college campuses.

 Liberal thinking has taken over most of the college campuses in America today.

 The same people who dodged the draft in the 60”s and spit on American soldiers as the came home from Viet Nam are now running a lot of our educational and media systems, especially college campuses and network media.

 We have a generation of kids being brainwashed by the most liberal or even socialist thinkers that are the professors in many of our universities..
 If we do nothing, 1984 will no longer be fiction, and Big Brother will be watching you and me—ready to punish the “wrong” thoughts.
 In fact it has already started…In recent months when conservative speakers have been invited to speak on some of our University campuses by conservative students  the left leaning students who are in the majority have rioted and tried to keep them from speaking. Even on our most prestigious campuses such as Berkley and Harvard conservative voices are shouted down or placed in great physical danger from flying objects.
 They have been taught by liberal professors that free speech only applies if you agree with that speech. If the speaker believes in things that you don’t then they are too dangerous to even listen to…

 It is these kinds of students we see marching in a lot of the organized marches against President Trump. When asked just exactly what they are protesting a lot of the times they have no logical answer-- they have just been told that whatever this president  does has to be bad so they blindly follow the herd like sheep being led to the slaughter. 
 Or they find they have to go to one the universities “safe zones” that have been set up for them if they ever do come across someone who does not agree with them….
 To me, many of our college campuses today  look a whole lot more like day care centers than they do places of higher education. (no insult intended for day care centers)
 Isaiah 5:20 - 21 (NIV) 20    Woe to those who call evil good  and good evil, who put darkness for light and light for darkness, who put bitter for sweet and sweet for bitter. 21 Woe to those who are wise in their own eyes  and clever in their own sight.
God says:  Woe to those who call evil good and good evil, who put darkness for light and light for darkness!
What a description of what we see happening all around us in America today!
 I remember a while back we had demonstrations in many of our cities by immigrants, many of them illegal immigrants, demanding that we change our laws and not just allow them free and unrestrained access to our nation but also give them instant citizenship!

  The Homosexual  community marches in our streets flaunting their immoral sexual lifestyle in our faces and demand that we accept their lifestyle. In our schools they want it taught as something normal and even healthy.
God says:  Woe to those who call evil good  and good evil, who put darkness for light and light for darkness!
 So what does things like making homosexual behavior a protected class under the law have to do with calling evil good and good evil?  

 To answer that we need to see what the Bible has to say about the subject of homosexuality?

Leviticus 20:13 (NIV) 13“‘If a man lies with a man as one lies with a woman, both of them have done what is detestable. They must be put to death; their blood will be on their own heads.
 In the Law God covers all kinds of human behavior. Transgressing the law had varying degrees of consequences..

 If you were caught stealing you had to repay 4 times what you took.
The more severe transgressions were considered capital crimes punishable by death.
If the death penalty applied to the crime then that spoke of the severity of the crime in God’s eyes.
It is interesting that most all sexually immoral acts were considered capitol offenses punishable by death.

Leviticus 20:10 - 16 (NIV) 10“‘If a man commits adultery with another man’s wife—with the wife of his neighbor—both the adulterer and the adulteress must be put to death. 
11“‘If a man sleeps with his father’s wife, he has dishonored his father. Both the man and the woman must be put to death; their blood will be on their own heads. 

12“‘If a man sleeps with his daughter-in-law, both of them must be put to death. What they have done is a perversion; their blood will be on their own heads. 

13“‘If a man lies with a man as one lies with a woman, both of them have done what is detestable. They must be put to death; their blood will be on their own heads.

15“‘If a man has sexual relations with an animal, he must be put to death, and you must kill the animal. 16“‘If a woman approaches an animal to have sexual relations with it, kill both the woman and the animal. They must be put to death; their blood will be on their own heads.
 Why would God conceder sexual sins as so serious that He would require the death penalty appropriate for those who commit them?

 I believe primarily because of the societal impact that these things would have if they would ever be condoned and accepted by the people as a whole.
 It was sexual sin (homosexuality and promiscuity) that infected the entire cities of Sodom and Gomorrah! 
 How did sexual sin infect the entirety of those cities? 

Because it was never dealt with by that society! It was condoned so it spread until all were infected by it! The abnormal become the normal! People started to call evil good and good evil!

 God could not even find 5 righteous people in those two great cities who were not infected by it! So He destroyed them all!
 Some will say but that was the Old Testament! Times have changed! Jesus came to put an end to all of that Old Testament stuff!

Jesus says this in:
Matthew 5:17 - 18 (NIV) 17“Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them.  18I tell you the truth, until heaven and earth disappear, not the smallest letter, not the least stroke of a pen, will by any means disappear from the Law until everything is accomplished.  
Catch that?17“Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them.  
Who Is Jesus? Jesus is the God of Creation!

In the beginning was the word and the word was with God and the word was God! 

He was with God in the beginning! Through Him all things have been made! Without him nothing was made that has been made! The Word became flesh and made His dwelling among us and we have seen His glory….The one who came from the father full of grace and truth..

Hebrews 13:8 (NIV) 8Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.
Jesus Christ is the same today as He was yesterday and He will be the same tomorrow that He is today!
Malachi 3:6 (NIV) 6“I the LORD do not change. So you, O descendants of Jacob, are not destroyed. 
I the LORD do not change!

This speaks of the immutability of God.

 God doesn’t change! He doesn’t have to because He is God! He is always right!
What does this tell us?

 That if He pronounced something as sin in the Old Testament then it is still sin today and it will still be sin tomorrow.
But the New Testament addresses these issues also.
1 Corinthians 6:9 - 10 (NIV) 9Do you not know that the wicked will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived: Neither the sexually immoral nor idolaters nor adulterers nor male prostitutes nor homosexual offenders  10nor thieves nor the greedy nor drunkards nor slanderers nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God. 
 What is the only alternative for not inheriting the Kingdom Of God?
 Hell is the only other alternative to Heaven!

 So Scripture says: Do not be deceived: Neither the sexually immoral nor idolaters nor adulterers nor male prostitutes nor homosexual offenders  ----will inherit the kingdom of God. 
 Homosexuality is a sexual sin! Just as adultery is a sexual sin! Fornication, any sex outside of the marriage covenant is a sexual sin..
God says that those who practice these things will not inherit the kingdom of God.
 So why do we in the Church so often seem to just talk about one sexual sin? Homosexuality!

 Possibly it is because it is not adulterers or general fornications that are trying to shove their perverse lifestyle down our throats. 

 I have never seen a group of adulterer’s marching in the streets with banners saying that they were created as an adulterer and that we all should accept their behavior.

  To my knowledge, adulterers have not lobbied congress to give their adulterous behavior civil rights status protected by the constitution…
The danger in all of this is that if we yield to the homosexual activist and constitutionally protect this sexual lifestyle then how can we not give all sexually perverse behavior the same civil rights status. 

 Many homosexuals claim that they are the way they are because God created them that way.
 So then the logic that would prevail would be that those who practice pedophilia would do so because that is the way God created them so their sexual preference should also be protected under the constitution as well 

Those who may practice bestiality do so because God created them that way so their sexual preference should also be protected under the constitution.

 There has been bills brought before congress that would make what I am doing this morning, preaching what the word of God has to say on the subject of sexual sins illegal!

 Someone could accuse any pastor who simply preaches the Word of God with a hate crime…
  If you were ever to vocally share what the word of God has to say on the subject in the public arena you also could be charged with a hate crime under many of these laws if ever passed.
The “Hate Crimes Act” that has often come before congress has nothing to do with hate crimes but has everything to do with limiting free speech and religious expression.

 I believe that homosexual activist want to silence one of the last resisters to their movement. The Church.
The ironic thing is that what they want to silence may be their only hope out from under the bondage in which they live.   The hope of deliverance that only God can provide.
 Church, this is something that we dare not be silent or apathetic about. By our silence are we helping promote calling evil good and good evil?
 Our silence may very well bring the sure judgment of God down upon our nation.
  Jefferson had a very legitimate fear when he said:   

  Indeed, I tremble for my country when I reflect that God is just and His justice will not sleep forever!
 As the Christian artist Carman once said in one of his songs… Church America’s dead and dying hand in on the threshold of the Church!
 It is us who have the answer! Through Jesus we hold the power to set the prisoner free!

 It is only Jesus that can lift the chains of bondage that those who are caught up in sexually perverse lifestyles are under. It is only Jesus that can break the shackles of sexual enslavements.
 And if we are silenced then those people will die in their sin. Scripture has assured us that those who practice these things will not inherit the Kingdom of Heaven.
 We need to speak up on these issues for the very ones who are trapped in sexual bondage and if no one brings them the news of Jesus and the truth of the Gospel they will perish in Hell.

 Regardless of what the activist may think it is not hate that drives us but Love. 
Edmund Burke once said:

"All that is necessary for the triumph of evil is that good men do nothing." 
 Church we need to get or stay  involved. Call, write or email your congressman and give your opinion on all legislation that is morally wrong.   If such legislation passes in Congress then contact the president and ask him to veto that legislation if it ever reaches his desk!
 And diligently pray for all of our leadership in government that their hearts would be opened to God and that moral and Godly legislation would prevail in our Nation.
 Pray that we reverse the present course that we are on as a nation where evil is often called good and good is called evil.
 And most importantly share Jesus with all those who God brings across your path. 
 Tell them how He came to set the captive free…
 Share your testimony of how Christ has set you free from the bondages of sin you were once under….
  How He continues to set us free from bondage and oppression each and every day as we yield our lives to Him. 

 1 Corinthians 6:9 - 10 (NIV) 9Do you not know that the wicked will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived: Neither the sexually immoral nor idolaters nor adulterers nor male prostitutes nor homosexual offenders  10nor thieves nor the greedy nor drunkards nor slanderers nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God. 
11  And that is what some of you were. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.
There is some truth to when a person trying to justify their sin says I was born this way indicating that that is the way God created them.

 The lie is that God created them the way that they are. God created us to be like Himself, holy and righteous.

 The truth is that they were born the way that they are—a sinner in need of a savior.

 We were born the same way—a sinner in need of a savior.

 Our propensity to sin is just as great as theirs although we may just lean toward different sins.

  As a young person my tendency toward sin was the abuse of alcohol and a very rebellious spirit.

 Your propensity to sin may have been something else but we all have the same problem…We are all sinners in need of a savior…We were all born into sin!

Scripture says all have sinned and fallen short of the Glory of God!

 The only thing that separates us as Christians from the most vile in our world is what we have done with Jesus….

11  And that is what some of you were. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.
 And that is the answer for a nation that has succumbed to political correctness—to strive to become Godly correct…or correct in Gods sight.

The only way to do that is by embracing Gods sacrifice for all sin—embracing Jesus as the Lord and Savior of our life.

 And this is the message that we have been given to share will all in our world---especially those who are caught up in destructive lifestyles that will lead to eternal destruction. Both for an individual and for a nation that has come to call evil good and good evil.

 Every one of us here this morning has a loved one or friend that is caught up in a destructive lifestyle today.  Someone who is separate from God and needs to come to find and experience Jesus.
Are we committed to pray for them and witness Christ to them in both word and deed even if it take us the rest of our life?  Proclaim to them Him who came to set the captive free…

