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Code of Ethics
     The Caucasian Ovcharka Club USA (COCUSA) is dedicated to upholding the integrity of its Registry, promoting the sport of Caucasian Ovcharka purebred dogs and breeding for type and function. Founded in 2010, uniting the pre-existing kennels ,“one-dog-owners” and unprofessional breeders, COCUSA advocates for the purebred Caucasian dog as a family guardian and companion, proclamation dignity of the breed and its working quality, advancement in canine health and well-being, working to protect the rights of all dog owners and promoting responsible dog ownership.
     Code of Ethics of Caucasian Ovcharka Club USA, Inc recognizes its responsibility to preserve and protect the purebred Caucasian Ovcharka dog. It further recognizes that the quality and reputation of the breed rests squarely in the hands of its breeders. Therefore, as guidance to both the public and its member-breeders, the COCUSA sets forth below certain standards of conduct to be followed by its members:

1. Whether owner, breeder, keeper, or in temporary charge of a dog for any purpose, each member accepts the responsibility to:

· Provide humane living conditions and properly house, feed, water and exercise all dogs under their care

· Maintain the highest standard of regular health and veterinary care, nutrition and cleanliness for their canines in order to ensure the dogs' physical and mental well-being

· Obey the laws set forth for dog owners and their dogs, including, but not limited to, keeping the dog's license and vaccinations current

· Ensure that their dogs wear required by State/ County license and rabies tags and are leashed whenever they are off their property.  Ensure that their dogs are under effective control on their own property.
· All puppies and adults shall be sold in a clean and healthy condition and shall be old enough to make the necessary adjustment to a new home safely. No adult dog or puppy shall be sold without adequate protection against disease. 

· Persons who sell to Dog Fight Market, Pet Dealers, Puppy Mills or to other sources of commercial distribution, singly or in litter lots will not be eligible to be members of the COCUSA. 

2.  All breeding will be planned and aimed at improvement of the breed, including the well-being of the dog.
· The member-breeder will be familiar with the Standard and will do everything in his power to discourage breeding from clearly inferior specimens of the breed, or to use any such specimen with his stud. No dogs exhibiting a disqualifying hereditary defect, unsound temperament or poor health will be bred. A club member shall not engage in the wholesaling of litters or the selling of stock to such places as pet dealers, catalogue houses, auctions or other commercial sources of distribution. Nor shall a Club member engage in the over-breeding of his own bitches for profit with no regard to quality. 

· A club member will seek to do selective breeding  by using studs or matrons so as to reduce faults to a minimum and to secure in the puppies a better type and quality. Dogs offered at public stud shall be used only on purebred registered bitches. 

· A club member will keep breeding and pedigree records accurate, complete and up-to-date according to FCI/AKC/PKF/KCUSA or UKC regulations.

· A club member will provide proper registration applications to the buyers, unless other individual agreements have been made between the buyer and the seller. The breeder will fully disclose any physical problems known to him with regards to a dog and in selling a dog, the breeder guarantees to the purchaser that the dog is free from certain problems, he will fully honor his guarantee.

· A member selling a dog or puppy which he knows to have a physical disorder or a serious deviation from the Standard which indicates that the breeding of the animal would be detrimental to the welfare of the breed, will inform the buyer prior to the sale in an agreement in writing, to be signed by both buyer and seller, that the dog is not to be bred. Additional agreements pertaining to spaying or neutering of the animal are encouraged.

3.  A club member will gauge their actions on the basis of the interests of the club and of the dog fancier for the present and future; and will comply with all COCUSA rules and regulations where they pertain.
4.  A club member shall not degrade any member, his breed, or his kennel operation. Personal gain should be put aside for the betterment of purebred dogs. In the event of a complaint lodged against a member of the COCUSA Club, the club member agrees to extend his cooperation in the resolution of said complaint.
5. A club member shall pledge, as a member and as a matter of ethics, to help educate the public in the standard of Caucasian Ovcharka breed and in all other areas where he/she is qualified. 
All prospective members must read and agree to the Code of Ethics of the Caucasian Ovcharka Club USA, Inc
Club-Member Name _____________________________ 

Date ___________​​​​​​​​​
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