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TITLE: HERO’S

TEXT: Hebrews 11:1-40; Gen. 39:2-21; Dan. 3:13-29

INTRODUCTION:  This morning I want to talk about hero’s. You know, the large sandwich’s made on a long crusty roll split lengthwise and filled with meats and cheese (and tomato and onion and lettuce and condiments)…

Actually what I want to talk about this morning is the other kind of hero’s. Hero’s as the dictionary defines as: Someone distinguished by exceptional courage and nobility and strength; Someone who fights for a cause; a being of great strength and courage celebrated for bold exploits.
 Every little boy wants to grow up to be a hero of some sort and every little girl a heroin. 

 And this desire to be heroic doesn’t really diminish with age.

 Husbands and fathers want to be a hero to their wives and kids. Wives want to be seen as heroes in the eyes of their husbands and children. Maybe not the kind of hero that can leap tall buildings with a single bound or outrun a fast moving freight train----but someone who is looked up to, admired and respected by those you love.

 Scripture is full of hero’s. One entire chapter of the bible is devoted to all the hero’s of our faith….

 Hebrews 11:1 - 40 (NIV) 1Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see.  2This is what the ancients were commended for…
 4By faith Abel offered God a better sacrifice than Cain did. By faith he was commended as a righteous man, when God spoke well of his offerings. And by faith he still speaks, even though he is dead. 
5By faith Enoch was taken from this life, so that he did not experience death; he could not be found, because God had taken him away. For before he was taken, he was commended as one who pleased God.

……..  .7By faith Noah, when warned about things not yet seen, in holy fear built an ark to save his family. By his faith he condemned the world and became heir of the righteousness that comes by faith. 8By faith Abraham, when called to go to a place he would later receive as his inheritance, obeyed and went, even though he did not know where he was going…… 

  17By faith Abraham, when God tested him, offered Isaac as a sacrifice. He who had received the promises was about to sacrifice his one and only son,  18even though God had said to him, “It is through Isaac that your offspring will be reckoned…..  
20By faith Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau in regard to their future. 21By faith Jacob, when he was dying, blessed each of Joseph’s sons, and worshiped as he leaned on the top of his staff. 22By faith Joseph, when his end was near, spoke about the exodus of the Israelites from Egypt and gave instructions about his bones. 23By faith Moses’ parents hid him for three months after he was born, because they saw he was no ordinary child, and they were not afraid of the king’s edict. 24By faith Moses, when he had grown up, refused to be known as the son of Pharaoh’s daughter.  25He chose to be mistreated along with the people of God rather than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a short time.  26He regarded disgrace for the sake of Christ as of greater value than the treasures of Egypt, because he was looking ahead to his reward….

. 31By faith the prostitute Rahab, because she welcomed the spies, was not killed with those who were disobedient.
32And what more shall I say? I do not have time to tell about Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, David, Samuel and the prophets,  33who through faith conquered kingdoms, administered justice, and gained what was promised; who shut the mouths of lions,  34quenched the fury of the flames, and escaped the edge of the sword; whose weakness was turned to strength; and who became powerful in battle and routed foreign armies……

Others were tortured and refused to be released, so that they might gain a better resurrection.  

36Some faced jeers and flogging, while still others were chained and put in prison.  37They were stoned; they were sawed in two; they were put to death by the sword. They went about in sheepskins and goatskins, destitute, persecuted and mistreated— 38the world was not worthy of them. They wandered in deserts and mountains, and in caves and holes in the ground. 39These were all commended for their faith, yet none of them received what had been promised.  40God had planned something better for us so that only together with us would they be made perfect.

  If we want to see what true heroism is we need to look no further than the pages of Scripture.  Scripture is full of heroic men and woman who put their very lives on the line for their faith.
 Have you ever thought what makes a person a hero? A hero is brave against all odds.  A hero will fight for what’s right, even if it cost his or her reputation, health, wealth, power, social position, or even life itself.
 One of my favorite examples of true biblical heroism is in the life of Joseph.

If you want an example of everyday heroism, in my opinion, Joseph is a wonderful example of a true hero.
  An example of what makes a hero from Gods perspective.

  Joseph lived a heroic life. Even though he lived centuries before God gave the Israelites the Ten Commandments, Joseph knew what Gods law required, and he lived by it.  The evil practices of Egypt had not corrupted him.

  After Joseph had been sold by his brothers as a slave into Egypt and had found favor as a Hebrew slave in the house of a high Egyptian official named Potiphar  we have this account of Joseph’s life…

 Genesis 39:2 - 21 (NIV) 2The LORD was with Joseph and he prospered, and he lived in the house of his Egyptian master.  3When his master saw that the LORD was with him and that the LORD gave him success in everything he did,  4Joseph found favor in his eyes and became his attendant. 

 Potiphar put him in charge of his household, and he entrusted to his care everything he owned. 

 5From the time he put him in charge of his household and of all that he owned, the LORD blessed the household of the Egyptian because of Joseph. The blessing of the LORD was on everything Potiphar had, both in the house and in the field.  6So he left in Joseph’s care everything he had; with Joseph in charge, he did not concern himself with anything except the food he ate. 
  Now Joseph was well-built and handsome,  7and after a while his master’s wife took notice of Joseph and said, “Come to bed with me!” 8But he refused. “With me in charge,” he told her, “my master does not concern himself with anything in the house; everything he owns he has entrusted to my care.  9No one is greater in this house than I am. My master has withheld nothing from me except you, because you are his wife. How then could I do such a wicked thing and sin against God?”  10And though she spoke to Joseph day after day, he refused to go to bed with her or even be with her. 11One day he went into the house to attend to his duties, and none of the household servants was inside.  12She caught him by his cloak and said, “Come to bed with me!” But he left his cloak in her hand and ran out of the house.
 13When she saw that he had left his cloak in her hand and had run out of the house,  14she called her household servants. “Look,” she said to them, “this Hebrew has been brought to us to make sport of us! He came in here to sleep with me, but I screamed.  15When he heard me scream for help, he left his cloak beside me and ran out of the house.”

……….19When his master heard the story his wife told him, saying, “This is how your slave treated me,” he burned with anger.  20Joseph’s master took him and put him in prison, the place where the king’s prisoners were confined. But while Joseph was there in the prison,  21the LORD was with him; he showed him kindness and granted him favor in the eyes of the prison warden. 

 Someone once said:

Hell has no fury like a woman scorned!

What made Joseph such a hero here? Why is this account of Joseph’s life looked upon as heroic action on his part?

As a high official of Pharaoh, Potiphar would have had his choice of just about any woman in Egypt. Potiphar’s wife was no doubt a very beautiful woman..
 Joseph was described as a well built, handsome young man.

  Potiphar’s wife became infatuated with and sexually attracted to this young Hebrew slave that was so well thought of by her husband that he had put him in charge of everything that he owned!
 Day after day she tries to get Joseph to go to bed with her.
 Finally it all comes to a climax one day when Potiphar’s wife gets all the other servants and staff out of the house so that she and Joseph are all alone….

 Her advances have all been verbal up until this time and now she literally grabs hold of his garment to tries to force herself on him.
12She caught him by his cloak and said, “Come to bed with me!”
How did Joseph react?

 But he left his cloak in her hand and ran out of the house. 

 How many of you this morning would look at someone turning tail and running in the face of adversity as an act of heroism?

Yet this is probably one of the most heroic acts of a man displayed in all of Scripture.

I have heard this portion of Scripture exposed many different ways…

 Many have taught that what caused Joseph to run out from under his cloak was that he was completely appalled by this woman’s sexual advances! 

I don’t necessarily agree with that exposition…

I think that what very well might of happened here was that, after weeks and maybe even months of sexual advances by a very beautiful woman, that  Joseph may have felt himself starting to weaken.  And now he is placed in a position, crafted by Potiphar’s cunning wife, where no one would ever know.
All the other servants are gone and it is just him and her.
 Could it be that what caused Joseph to run out from under his cloak in retreat was that he may have started to feel himself weaken in his resolve? Possibly the temptation of “pleasure for a season” had started to compromise his stand.

 He may very well of found himself desiring to go to bed with this beautiful woman who was so willing……

 And in his heart he knew that if he stayed there a second longer he may very well find himself compromised and in bed with her.
  So when she laid hold of his cloak to draw him near to her he turned tail and ran out from under his cloak leaving it in her hand as he fled the premises. 

 Was his fleeing in this manner the act of a hero or the act of a coward?

It was the act of a hero!  Joseph would rather face the wrath of a woman scorned, and a very powerful woman by the way, rather than to sin against and disappoint his God.
 In my view Joseph displayed a moral integrity here that is as heroic as any other heroic act in Scripture.
King David faced the same kind of test yet he failed miserably…. 

Matthew Henry once said:
When faced with temptation it is better to loose a good coat then a good conscience!

 The world in which we live has its hero’s and rules for heroism and God has his hero’s and His rules for heroism …

 It is up to each of us to decide what kind of hero’s we desire to be. Hero’s from the world’s perspective or hero’s from Gods perspective.
 Joseph was a hero from Gods perspective because of the stand that he took when in the face of temptation.
I don’t know that you can contemplate biblical heroism and not think of Daniel’s three Hebrew friends; Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego.

 Along with Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego were Hebrew slaves brought into the service of the Babylonian King, Nebuchadnezzar.

 Nebuchadnezzar had just had a great golden statue of himself made and all the people of the land where required to bow down before and worship the image.

 Because of their relationship with the one true God Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego refused to bow down or worship the image of the King.

 So King Nebuchadnezzar has them brought to him…

Daniel 3:13 - 29 (NIV) 13Furious with rage, Nebuchadnezzar summoned Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego. So these men were brought before the king,  14and Nebuchadnezzar said to them, “Is it true, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, that you do not serve my gods or worship the image of gold I have set up?  15Now when you hear the sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp, pipes and all kinds of music, if you are ready to fall down and worship the image I made, very good. But if you do not worship it, you will be thrown immediately into a blazing furnace. Then what god will be able to rescue you from my hand?” 

 Bow down and worship my image of gold or suffer a horrific death by burning in the flames!

 How do these three young Hebrew slaves reply to the king?

16Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego replied to the king, “O Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to defend ourselves before you in this matter.  17If we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God we serve is able to save us from it, and he will rescue us from your hand, O king.  18But even if he does not, we want you to know, O king,  that we will not serve your gods or worship the image of gold you have set up.”

 Talk about three young men who had the courage of their convictions!
17If we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God we serve is able to save us from it, and he will rescue us from your hand, O king.  18But even if he does not, we want you to know, O king, that we will not serve your gods or worship the image of gold you have set up.”

 These young men did not take the time to consider what was offered them when they refused to worship the golden image. They knew they would not change their minds, and might as well have the execution performed sooner rather than later.
   It looked bleak for them at the moment. After they had made their defiant answer, Nebuchadnezzar seemed to go wild with fury..
 19Then Nebuchadnezzar was furious with Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, and his attitude toward them changed. He ordered the furnace heated seven times hotter than usual  20and commanded some of the strongest soldiers in his army to tie up Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego and throw them into the blazing furnace.  21So these men, wearing their robes, trousers, turbans and other clothes, were bound and thrown into the blazing furnace.  22The king’s command was so urgent and the furnace so hot that the flames of the fire killed the soldiers who took up Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego,  23and these three men, firmly tied, fell into the blazing furnace. 24Then King Nebuchadnezzar leaped to his feet in amazement and asked his advisers, “Weren’t there three men that we tied up and threw into the fire?” They replied, “Certainly, O king.” 25He said, “Look! I see four men walking around in the fire, unbound and unharmed, and the fourth looks like a son of the gods.” 

26Nebuchadnezzar then approached the opening of the blazing furnace and shouted, “Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, servants of the Most High God, come out! Come here!” So Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego came out of the fire,  27and the satraps, prefects, governors and royal advisers crowded around them. They saw that the fire had not harmed their bodies, nor was a hair of their heads singed; their robes were not scorched, and there was no smell of fire on them. 28Then Nebuchadnezzar said, “Praise be to the God of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, who has sent his angel and rescued his servants! They trusted in him and defied the king’s command and were willing to give up their lives rather than serve or worship any god except their own God.  
29Therefore I decree that the people of any nation or language who say anything against the God of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego be cut into pieces and their houses be turned into piles of rubble, for no other god can save in this way.”

 There is no greater act of true heroism then to stand up for what you believe in the face of great adversity.
  There is no greater act of heroism then when a Christian stands up for what they believe regardless of the consequence for doing so…

 That in the face of all the Nebuchadnezzar’s of our world  today we stand and say by our actions….

 Even if  we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God we serve is able to save us from it---But even if he does not, we want you to know, that we will not serve your gods or worship the image you have set up.”

 God is as faithful to give the comfort of His presence today to all those who have the courage to stand up for their convictions as He was in the days of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego.

 Having courage of conviction is not always easy is it?

 There was a young soldier of evident breeding and culture who had one peculiarity. He would never drink alcoholic beverages with the others. One day the major asked him to take a message to the express agent in town. 
“Where shall I find him, sir?” he asked. “Just go into Casey's saloon and sit down. He'll show up in the course of the afternoon.” The soldier drew back and said, “Beg pardon, sir, but can't I meet him some place else?” “Why, what's the matter with Casey's? Are you afraid to go there?” “Yes, sir, I am, because drink was what made me enlist and leave my family in the first place. I was drunk and didn't know what I was doing.” 

The major said curtly “You may go,”. “I'll find a more accommodating and less cowardly man.”
From then on this soldier carried a reputation for cowardice because he was realistic enough to avoid danger he knew he was too weak to face. 

However, the opinion of the company changed one day when he was one of the seven chosen to fire a cannon salute to a visiting general. 
One bag of powder failed to discharge, and the sergeant ordered it pulled out. As it fell to the ground, the men were horrified to see that one corner split open and the trail of powder ignited. For a breathless moment no one moved. Then this soldier flung himself upon it and with his bare hands smothered the deadly spark. From then on he was the hero of the company. 

There is one thing that you can depend upon; the man who is afraid of doing wrong will be brave enough to do right when the occasion calls for it.
Someone once said:

The fear of God makes a hero; the fear of man makes a coward.
 Have you ever thought of what the results might have been if Joseph had yielded to temptation? He wouldn’t have been cast into prison where he met the baker and cupbearer and interpreted their dreams. Pharaoh wouldn’t have made Joseph the second highest official in Egypt, commissioned to gather food in preparation for the famine, and God would have had to fulfill His purposes in some other way.
 Our obedience to God can have far-reaching consequences; in the same way, our disobedience to God can have devastating effects. In Joseph’s case, we see that a young man’s fidelity, refusing to compromise his honor with a lustful woman, resulted in enormous good.
 Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego’s refusal of bowing down to another god brought great honor and many people to fear the one and only true God.

 How heroic are you this morning? What is it that regulates your life’s actions? Is it the fear of God or the fear of man?
The fear of God, the fear of not disappointing Him by our life’s choices is what  makes  a true hero; the fear of man, allowing what man may think to detour us from doing what we need to do to please God is what makes a true coward.
 So again, What is it that regulates your life’s actions this morning? Is it the fear of God or the fear of man?
 Is it your desire to be heroic in the eyes of your Lord this morning?  To be a Joseph, a Shadrach, Meshach, or Abednego…. 

 Keep your eyes firmly fixed upon Jesus and when you get to Eternity then Scripture promises you a hero’s welcome….

 You will hear your Lord say to you: well done good and faithful servant—enter into your reward!

 Are these the words that you long to one day hear Jesus speak to you?

  Then become a hero of the faith…
 Simply follow and serve Christ today and you will receive a hero’s welcome in eternity!


