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TITLE: VALUES VOTER
             JUSTICE

TEXT: Eccl. 3:16; Deut. 16:18-20; Lev. 19:15; Heb. 4:12; Jer. 1:4-5;
Ps. 139:13-16; Job 36:17; Is. 10:1; Eccl. 12:14; 2 Chr. 7:13-15;
1 Pet. 4:17; Ps. 127:1
INTRODUCTION: Today’s message on values voting I want to talk about justice.
Of all of the values voter’s issues ; marriage and family, the stewardship of wealth and life, the abortion debate, Justice is key to all of the above.

 King Solomon had these words of insight about the world of his day….

Ecclesiastes 3:16 ( NIV ) 16And I saw something else under the sun: In the place of judgment—wickedness was there, in the place of justice—wickedness was there.

 Justice is essential to a free society. When there is a lack of justice within society then that society is doomed to failure.

 Our founders built our nation upon the precepts of justice. We see justice woven into our Constitution and our Bill of Rights,

      So just what is it that we are talking about when we talk about justice?
Justice=

the maintenance or administration of what is just especially by the impartial adjustment of conflicting claims or the assignment of merited rewards or punishments  2 a : the quality of being just, impartial, or fair  b (1) : the principle or ideal of just dealing or right action (2) : conformity to this principle or ideal : RIGHTEOUSNESS  c : the quality of conforming to law

3 : conformity to truth, fact, or reason : CORRECTNESS

Biblical justice is:

The principle or ideal of just dealing or right action RIGHTEOUSNESS.

  When we reflect upon justice in our land today do we see it as Solomon did in his day….

In the place of judgment—wickedness was there,
in the place of justice—wickedness was there.
 Contemplate what has happened in the halls of justice in America today? In our courtrooms which were created to dispense justice, right action, righteousness.

The Supreme Court has taken prayer out of our schools under the guise of justice.
 The highest court in the land has determined that the Ten Commandments of God are un-constitutional even though many of the men who wrote that Constitution felt and said otherwise.

 James Madison, the chief Architect of the Constitution said this about the Ten Commandments.

 “ We have staked the whole future of American civilization, not upon the power of government, far from it. We have staked the future of all of our political institutions upon the capacity of each and all of us to govern ourselves according to the Ten Commandments of God.”

Isn’t it ironic that that which the chief architect of the Constitution considered to be the most crucial aspect of American Constitutional Government, the Ten Commandments of God, the current Court has now declared to be unconstitutional?

George Washington in his farewell address to the nation gave a warning that has proven to be prophetic….
 Washington said;“ Let us with caution indulge the supposition that morality can be maintained without religion. Whatever may be conceded to the influence of refined education on minds…reason and experience both forbid us to expect that national morality can prevail in exclusion of religious principle.”
 Washington warned that to remove religious principle would be to lose national morality.
 Founder John Adams once said this:

 “We have no government armed with power capable of contending with human passions unbridled by morality and religion…Our constitution was made only for a moral and religious people…it is wholly inadequate to the government of any other,”

 The founders of our republic believed that the Constitution would work only for people who had internal restraints and controls---for people who would use the word of God as their standard.

 Our courts have moved us away from that and clearly the Constitution, apart from religious principles, is not working the way that it should. They way that it once did!
 When we look at what our courts are doing today can it be described as the administration of justice in many cases?

    Justice being defined as: The quality of being just, impartial, or fair  b (1) : the principle or ideal of just dealing or right action --RIGHTEOUSNESS.

The courts have time and time again overstepped their constitutional bounds and went around the will of the people with unjust judgments….

It is largely the Courts that are guilty of redefining our Founders intents and removed God from our schools and public places, have brought on the modern day holocaust of abortion, and are completely undermining the very fabric of our society by redefining marriage to include same sex couples.
Solomon could just as well been observing America today when he said:

16And I saw something else under the sun:    In the place of judgment—wickedness was there,    in the place of justice—wickedness was there.
The office of Judges, the judiciary is of Godly design…God saw their importance when His people Israel went in to process the Promised Land…

 God had these instructions to Moses as the Leader of His people Israel…
    Deuteronomy 16:18-20 ( NIV ) 18Appoint judges and officials for each of your tribes in every town the LORD your God is giving you, and they shall judge the people fairly.  19Do not pervert justice or show partiality. Do not accept a bribe, for a bribe blinds the eyes of the wise and twists the words of the righteous.  20Follow justice and justice alone, so that you may live and possess the land the LORD your God is giving you.

God realized the importance of those who would administer justice among His people but He also knew the danger of the position they would hold….

19Do not pervert justice or show partiality. Do not accept a bribe, for a bribe blinds the eyes of the wise and twists the words of the righteous. 
In a democratic republic such as ours the judiciary is not the only place where justice is to be disbursed. 
Justice is also to be administered within our legislative bodies as well.
Those who write our laws are to be administrators of justice, righty action, also.

God is speaking to the leadership of His people Israel when He said in:

Leviticus 19:15 ( NIV ) 15“‘Do not pervert justice; do not show partiality to the poor or favoritism to the great, but judge your neighbor fairly.
According to Scripture showing partiality to the poor or favoritism to the great is a perversion of Justice..
 When we have politicians that run on a platform of the redistribution of wealth by taking from one class of its citizens and giving it to another class of citizens it is a perversion of justice!
 When we have politicians that run on a platform of giving special privileges and advantages to large enterprises at the expense of other citizens then that also is a perversion of Justice!

Whenever Legislators totally disregard the will of the majority in favor of the will of the few then they have perverted justice.

As I said justice is key to all of the value voter issues we have discussed the past couple weeks.
When state legislatures and courts have totally disregarded the will of the majority of its citizens and demanded that the very foundation and fabric of our society, marriage, be redefined to include same sex couples, then justice has been perverted and in the words of Solomon: 

 In the place of judgment—wickedness was there,    in the place of justice—wickedness was there.
 When our legislatures demand that we take what one group of citizens has earned and give it to another group of citizens who have not earned it, it is a perversion of Justice and the words of Solomon become true--- In the place of judgment—wickedness was there, in the place of justice—wickedness was there.
When legislators and courts determine who is allowed to live and who is allowed to die because of a personal narrow definition of life than justice has been perverted and the words of Solomon become true:

In the place of judgment—wickedness was there,    in the place of justice—wickedness was there.
Do you realize that the holocaust of abortion could be ended in this nation vertically overnight with just the stroke of a pen?

 All that the legislative body would have to do is define life and where it begins…
 If the legislature would simply define life as beginning at conception then every child within its mothers womb in this nation would instantly fall under the constitutional protection of the freedom of life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness, a constitutional protection that all the rest of us as citizens have.
 In fact some of the Supreme Court justices that originally decided roe vs wade thought that was what would happen…
 Tragically It didn’t happen and the death toll still rises today.
So the thought today is that since all of this started with the Supreme Court in must end there also by waiting until the balance on the Supreme Court favors life.

That being the case it gives the values voter another issue to be concerned about in the selection of our leadership.

 Since it is the president that selects nominations to fill the Supreme Court it is important for us to know how the presidential candidates stand on the issue of life and who will select justices to fill those positions on the Supreme Court that will stand up for life.
 President Trump ran for office on putting strict constitutionalist on the Supreme Court.

 There was a vacancy when he took office and his first nominee was Neil Gorsuch. After a fierce confirmation battle in congress Judge Gorsuch was confirmed.

 Now that Justice Kennedy has announced his retirement in October another Trump nominee is up before the Senate Judiciary committee, Brett Kavanaugh.
 Judge Kavanaugh made it through a very fierce confirmation process and 2 days before the vote. An unverified claim of sexual assault as a teenager came against him by a lady, who went to a high school in the same town as he did 35 years ago. 
 Mrs. Ford’s claim is that sometime around 35 years earlier at a party at a house she does not remember where, does not remember when it actually happened she was sexually assaulted by then 17 year old Brett Kavanaugh..

 She says she along with everyone there was drinking beer and that in a drunken state a 17 year old Brett Kavanaugh tried to grope her through her clothing. The memory was suppressed until 2012 when she going through physiotherapy when the suppressed memory came to light. This is 26 years after the claimed event took place.
  She sent a letter to the ranking democrat on the Judiciary committee, Senator Feinstein back in July when Judge Kavanaugh was put on a short list as a potential nominee for the Supreme Court by President Trump.
 Senator Feinstein did not bring it up at all during the confirmation process where she even had private meetings with Judge Kavanaugh but after the confirmation hearings where over used it as a last minute grenade to strive to thwart Kavanaugh’s 
nomination.

 The letter that was only in the hands of Senator Feinstein, Mrs Ford’s California Senator and Mrs. Fords attorneys was leaked to the media most likely by someone in one of those three offices even though Mrs. Ford said from the beginning she want to remain anonymous.
 And what has happened sense is the largest travesty in justice that I have witnessed in my entire lifetime.
 Mrs. Fords’ charges are totally unsubstantiated.  She had listed 4 people who were at the same supposed party none of which remember it or even knew Brett Kavanaugh back then.
 Yet the left and the media have strived to crucify this man with their charges and tried to label him as a abuser of women or even a rapist even though he has lived a totally exemplarity life the last 35 years and over 100 women who do know him personally have come to his defense. Female classmates in high School and college as well as women he has worked with professionally over the years.
 Only God knows the real truth here.

 In this nation we live under the principle that  the accused are presumed innocent unless it can be proven they committed a crime.

 The left and the main stream media say it is up to the accused, Judge Kavanaugh, to prove his innocence of unsubstantiated accusations made against him, Accusations that cannot be proven. There are no collaborating witnesses.
 In Scripture no charges could be considered against a person without two or more collaborating witnesses.

  Do we really want to go down this road? Where I can make an accusation against you with absolutely no proof and it is up to you to prove that you are innocent?

 In this process both Mrs. Ford and her family and Judge Kavanaugh and his family have been put through a living hell. Reputations have been forever tarnished.

 Does this even come close to resembling justice?

In the place of judgment—wickedness was there, in the place of justice—wickedness was there.
 For many on the left this has nothing to do with Justice! It doesn’t even have anything to do with women’s rights! I believe that most could care less about Mrs. Ford but it is all about keeping a strict constitutionalist Judge off of the Supreme Court at any and all cost largely because of his perceived pro-life position.

 If you think that this has anything to do with the administration of Justice see me after church as I have some mountain property in Florida I would like to sell you>>>

 Judges are to administer justice according to sound interpretation of the Constitution of the United States, not by personal philosophy or personal ideology!

We need to know how the candidates stand on the values issues that are important to us as a values voter because their worldview will reflect who they appoint as the judges of our land.
  God has called His people to select judges who
 19Do not pervert justice or show partiality. Who do not accept a bribe but follow justice and justice alone.
  As Christians we need to select the leaders who will be the most likely to appoint men and women of this caliber to fill our courts.

 Men or women who; 19Do not pervert justice or show partiality. Who do not accept a bribe but follow justice and justice alone.

 It is my view that Christians make the best judges and legislators. And they do so for the following reason…
 Hebrews 4:12 ( NIV ) 12For the word of God is living and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart. 
  The word of God is here described as living and active. Sharper than any double edged sword—It (the Word of God) judges the thoughts and the attitudes of the heart!
 The word of God is the ultimate judgment tool and it will guide in the administration of just judgments!

 John Jay, the first chief justice of the Supreme Court and one of the three men most responsible for the constitution said this.

  “Providence has given to our people the choice of their rulers, and it is the duty—as well as the privilege and interest—of our Christian nation to select and prefer Christians for their rulers.”

Why would John Jay, the first chief Supreme Court justice of the United States of America make such a strong statement?
 Because he knew that as a Christian a judge would first and foremost rely upon the Word of God as the foundation for all of his judgments.
12For the word of God is living and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart. 
 All men are prone to error! God is not!
 We are finite—God is infinite!

 We have limitations---God has none!

 Men seem to struggle with such elementary things as where life begins----God knows where live begins! He is the author of all life!

 God’s Word addresses all of these hard questions…

 He even defines for us in His word such things as where life originates.

Jeremiah 1:4-5 ( NIV ) 4The word of the LORD came to me, saying,   “Before I formed you in the womb I knew£ you,  before you were born I set you apart;   I appointed you as a prophet to the nations.”
 God recognized Jeremiah from the instant he was conceived! God had a calling upon his life from his earliest days in his mother’s womb.
 Again God recognizes life as life from the instant that life is conceived.
True justice will always protect life as the sacred gift of God that it is.
Church, there is an alternate side to justice and that is judgment!

 Job 36:17 ( NIV ) 17    But now you are laden with the judgment due the wicked;  judgment and justice have taken hold of you.
It is a Scriptural truth that when justice is perverted then judgment is not far behind!

 Isaiah just had well been talking to America today when he said in:  
Isaiah 10:1 ( NIV ) 1    Woe to those who make unjust laws, to those who issue oppressive decrees!

 Children being educated totally devoid of Gods influence by judicial decision is an oppressive decree!

Christians being told that they cannot bring God into many of our public places is an oppressive decree!

Not protecting our most precious national commodity that we or any nation has, our unborn children, denying to them the basic right of all American citizens, the basic human right of life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness is an oppressive decree.

God has said: Woe to those who make unjust laws, to those who issue oppressive decrees!
Founding father George Mason, The author of our Bill of Rights once said this:

 As nations cannot be rewarded or punished in the next world they must be in this. By an inevitable chain of causes and effects, Providence punishes national sins by national calamities.

Ecclesiastes 12:14 ( NIV ) 14    For God will bring every deed into judgment,   including every hidden thing,  whether it is good or evil.

The point is that as an American we all have a stake in this for when Gods judgment comes against America for sins embraced as a nation none of us will be exempt from that judgment…
The fact is that America stands today before God guilty! Our justice has in many ways been perverted! 

But all of that said we are not without hope as a nation!

God has provided a way for His sure and just judgment to be avoided.
  2 Chronicles 7:13-15 ( NIV ) 13“When I shut up the heavens so that there is no rain, or command locusts to devour the land or send a plague among my people,  14if my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then will I hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal their land.  15Now my eyes will be open and my ears attentive to the prayers offered in this place. 
 As Carman said in his song America Again….
Church, America’s dead and dying hand is on the threshold of the Church.
Church, We have the Answer! But it must first start with us!

1 Peter 4:17 ( NIV ) 17For it is time for judgment to begin with the family of God!

14if my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then will I hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal their land. 
 Are you praying for our nation? Are you praying for God to guide you in the selection of our leaders? Will you be a values Voter? Not casting your vote for what some politician may promise to give you but vote for the values that politician stands for? 

Psalms 127:1 ( NIV ) 1    Unless the LORD builds the house,     its builders labor in vain.
Unless the LORD watches over the city,
 the watchmen stand guard in vain.
 In a little over a month we are called to exercise one of the most precious rights that we have as an American citizen. The right of choosing those who will represent us in the affairs of Government. It is a right that has been preserved for us with the shedding of much American blood.
Early American Evangelist Charles Finny….

The Church must take right ground in regards to politics..

Politics are part of religion in such a country as this, and Christians must do their duty to country as part of their duty to God… God will bless or curse this nation, according to the course Christians take in politics.

Will we do our duty to country as part of our duty to God and go out and vote our Christian conscience in this election?

