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	To:   The Honourable Gordon Brown, Prime Minister of the United Kingdom, 10 Downing Street    SW 1 2AA  London

  


Prime Minister, 

  Re:  A counterplan :  To bring the truth to light in order to end the crisis in the DR Congo 

         I am writing to you in my capacity as a Congolese Pastor, Lawyer, elected  MP and former Presidential candidate, in the hope that you will be willing to use your good offices to help in the dreadful situation of Congolese people who have been treated like the greatest of sinners,  both in the DR Congo and the United Kingdom.  My aim is to set out the better way to end the crisis  in the DR Congo and how to deal with the case of Congolese asylum seekers and refugees.

        On January, 16th 2009, President Sarkozi, speaking of the terrible situation in Congo,  announced his plan to end the  crisis to the whole diplomatic body accredited in France:  " As for the Great Lakes Region, violence is once again raging.  The military option will bring no solution to the basic problems that have been recurring for far more than a decade.  A new  approach  has to be found so that the region's countries can be sure that all these issues will be resolved comprehensively.   This  raises the issue of the place, the future of Rwanda, with whom France has resumed her dialogue, a country with a dynamic demography and small land area.  It involves thinking about the Democratic Republic of the Congo, a country with a huge land area and a lot of its resources located near its borders.  At some point in time there will certainly have to be a dialogue, not one simply on current economic issues  but a structural dialogue:  how, in this region of the world, to share territory and resources and people will have to understand that geography has its laws, that countries rarely change address and that they must learn to live side by side with others."  (New Year greeting to the diplomatic corps - Speech of the President of the Republic, Elysee Palace, 16th January 2009, p.8)      

      
 Strangely, one month before, Herman Cohen, a former assistant US Secretary of State was bold enough to make the following statement:  "After his inauguration, Barack Obama should appoint a special negotiator who would propose a framework for an economic common market encompassing Congo, Rwanda, Burundi, Kenya, Tanzania and Uganda. This agreement would allow the free movement of people and trade. It would give Rwandan businesses continued access to Congolese minerals and forests. The products made from those raw materials would continue to be exported through Rwanda. The big change would be the payment of royalties and taxes to the Congolese government. For most Rwandan businesses, those payments would be offset by increased revenues. In addition, the free movement of people would empty the refugee camps and would allow the densely populated countries of Rwanda and Burundi to supply needed labor to Congo and Tanzania. If such a common market could be negotiated, Rwanda and Congo would no longer need to finance and arm militias to wage war over the natural resources in Congo’s eastern provinces. Without government backing, the fighting groups would either dissolve on their own or be integrated into legitimate armed forces.  If undertaken with enough will and persistence, an American-led mediation to create a common market in East Africa could end the war and transform the region” 

         Now, as allegedly stated by  former US President Roosevelt, " In politics nothing happens by chance. If something happens then you can bet it was planned that way."     

        In fact, the speeches by  Sarkozi and Cohen are, quite simply, a plan.  The writings and the words of several European and American politicians and scientists support this view.    

       Herman De Croo, former president of  the Belgian Chamber of Representatives, speaking at a meeting with Congolese women said that in, "  the area occupied by Nkundabatware, there is practically just one ethnic group.   He is truly at home... In the meantime, there must be a plan for the dividing up of your resouces."   

    The author of «The last King of Scotland », the British professor Giles Foden,  said , exactly one month before Sarkozi and at the same time as Cohen, that « in the longer term, as eastern Congo seems ungovernable from Kinshasa, I see no option but the creation of a buffer state on the western shores of Lakes Kivu and Tanganyika. This could be achieved by regional forces with Monuc-EU backup».     
   In April 2002, Kagame himself, stated the following, “We have a security problem which comes from Congo and we cannot allow that to happen. Our intervention in Congo can go on for years without any problem ….. Rwanda will occupy Congo until the last Hutu is rooted out and recalled back to their country of origin either willingly or by force”. 

Ndahiro, the spokesman for the Rwandan Army has been even more explicit when he stated that there will be no peace while these Interahamwe exist. Peace is impossible unless the Interahamwe are disarmed and disbanded.. Lieutenant Colonel Rutayisire has made it understood that the Rwandan army intends staying a few more years in Congo ».   

          Actually, as you already know, the President of the Congo, acknowledging  that this was all just a pretext, has, paradoxically, authorised Kagame to kill innocent Congolese men, women and children, who were never involved in the genocide. His Minister of Foreign Affairs recently told the diplomatic corps that: 
« Cynics say that we asked for this war.  They maintain it is our fault, for having harboured Rwandan ‘genocidaires’, who should not be given refuge  anywhere in the world. The pretext given for this war is, therefore, the presence of Rwandan genocidaires on our soil.  This argument, broadcast widely throughout the world, is an utter lie. Congo did not invite in these Rwandan genocidaires.  The international commmunity forced them on our country and then, showing its cowardice,  abandoned them in our country, without giving us the means to control them or to render them no longer a threat..  Our country is the innocent victim of the Rwandan genocide.  The presence of these Rwandan genocidaires on our soil is a pretext, the tip of the iceberg, to destabilise the rich provinces and prevent them from being properly governed by the central administration in Kinshasa.  In fact, the only aim of the present war in the East is the illegal exploitation of the natural resources of the Congo.  The Kivus would be at peace if these two provinces did not have raw materials of great strategic importance. Those who wish to profit from these resources fuel the wars, as they cannot acquire them any other way.  Everybody knows this.  The international community knows.  The ambassadors know.  MONUC knows.  However, sadly, it must be recognised that there is a conspiracy of silence over the real reason for waging this war.  It is as if everyone has agreed this must be allowed to happen in order to show that Kinshasa cannot govern such a vast country and, thereby, advance the break up of the country and a new map of this part of Africa being drawn up. » 

     Given all of this, how then can this same government authorise the Rwandan army to pursue the Hutus into Congo?  It is because the government in the Congo is weak and is allowing a crime to be perpetrated against both Rwandan and Congolese by Rwanda. This is what the Spanish warrant against Kagame has stated. In fact, the Spanish judge has indicted 40 current or former Rwandan military officers  including Kagame, who are  indicted on several counts of genocide and human rights abuses, which have led to at least  4 million Rwandan Hutus and Congolese dying or disappearing during the 1990s. 
             This makes the truth about the Congo war clear.

      Indeed,  according to the UN group of experts on the plundering and illegal exploitation of resources and wealth of the Democratic Republic of the Congo, heads of State and business men from different countries, backed by multinational companies, needed and continue to need conflict in the DRC in order to have access to five minerals of supreme importance: coltan, diamond, copper, cobalt and gold. Consequently, “the lives of civilians in the DRC are exposed to the whims of fate through this war to plunder the wealth of their country." 

        In fact, in their recent final report published in December 2008, the Group of Experts have demonstrated that the war in Congo has nothing to do with ethnicity or tribalism, nor with the claim of “capturing” the Hutu “genocidaires”. In fact,  Nkunda Batwari, and the CNPD, through which he has been claiming to  defend  Tutsis in danger from the FDLR genocidiaires, is just a proxy, backed by the Rwandan Government and its army. Moreover, says the Group of Experts, the FDLR in question have been trading in Congolese resources, not only with the Rwandan government  "but also with the whole world. For instance, the Group showed that the principal method used by FDLR to raise funds is through the illegal trade of mineral resources in Goma and Rwanda. “The Group has obtained official documents that show that in 2007, the only importers of cassiterite and coltan from FDLR were the Belgian company Traxys, and the United Kingdom-based company Afrimex”. With regard to the CNDP, “the Group has investigated allegations that the Government of Rwanda is providing support to CNDP. It has found evidence that the Rwandan authorities have been complicit in the recruitment of soldiers, including children, have facilitated the supply of military equipment, and have sent officers and units from the Rwandan Defence Force (RDF) to the Democratic Republic of the Congo in support of CNDP... The Group has received numerous reports of RDF presence within CNDP and RDF units deployed in support of CNDP in September 2008...According to information obtained locally and from child protection actors, the recruitment of children by CNDP  intensified in September 2008, in particular in the territory of Masisi.”   

       Now, a mine, which is producing hundreds of kilograms of coltan ore per week, has been found in Masisi. The recent systematic massacre of civilians was committed in Kiwanja in Masisi territory. This demonstrates that the war in Congo is about resources, particularly, coltan.     

          “In fact, Peter Erlindr wrote, evidence has long existed that the war in the Eastern Congo,, between 1996 and today, has little or nothing to do with “ethnicity” or capturing “genocidaires.”7 Like “weapons of mass destruction” used to justify another war of aggression by the U.S. on Iraq.….“ethnic” and “response to the genocide” have been used by both Uganda and Rwanda to justify a war of aggression, waged for economic reasons, described in the UN Experts Reports. Now, coincidentally, Uganda and Rwanda are two of the largest recipients of US and British economic and military assistance in Africa 

       If Congolese people are being killed today mainly for coltan, yesterday, they were killed for rubber.  There were several other resources such as uranium, from which the first bomb was made in  the US and for which no payment was made to the DR Congo but great numbers of Congolese died because of the Rubber Boom.  “In the early 1890s, however, a larger source of wealth suddenly loomed. The invention of the inflatable bicycle tire, followed soon by that of the automobile tire, triggered an enormous boom in rubber. Throughout the world's tropics people rushed to establish rubber plantations. But new rubber trees often require fifteen years of growth before they can be tapped. During that window of time those who profited were the people who owned land where rubber grew wild. No one owned more land like this than King Leopold II, for equatorial rain forest, dotted with wild rubber vines, comprised half of his Congo state, Hochschild wrote.
       Similarly, the coltan boom started with “the high-tech boom of the 1990s, in which the price of coltan skyrocketed to nearly $ 300 per pound”, according to Sprocket. From that time and after the Rwandan genocide, the  Congo war was planned in terms of geopolitics.   

       According to Cynthia McKinney’s statement in May 2001, during the hearing before the House of Representatives’ Subcommittee on International Operations and Human Rights of the Committee on International Relations: “The cost of their actions to the DRC and its people is almost beyond measure. The scale and savagery of the crimes committed by the Rwandan and Ugandan armies in DRC compares to the abhorrent actions of the Nazi assault upon Eastern Europe. What we do know is that the U.S. Special Forces and U.S. funded private military companies have been arming and training Rwandan and Ugandan troops to deadly effect. I think it is appalling that the U.S. taxpayer should be directly assisting the military efforts of Rwanda and Uganda, the aggressors in this tragic conflict and who are confirmed by Amnesty International and Human Rights Watch as the authors of terrible atrocities against Congolese civilians. Our efforts in Africa have amounted to nothing more than bankrolling belligerents and mass murders. What makes this conflict particularly sickening is the role of U.S. and European corporations, together with Rwanda and Uganda, in the plunder of DRC’s resource’, mainly coltan.        

    So, the coltan boom “has  transformed the DRC in more subtle ways. Farmers displaced from their lands have little option but to join coltan-mining brigades. Mined much like gold, coltan is found by digging large pits in riverbeds, with miners scraping away at the dirt to get to the coltan below.
Reports of rampant human-rights abuses pour out of the rebel-controlled mining region, where there is also a huge market for prostitution. An estimated two million people in the DRC are HIV-infected. Local men, women and children are forced into mining, fighting and sex work, or they are threatened with torture, rape and murder” (Sprocket).   

    Consequently, the Congo war, and the ensuing humanitarian disaster, is simply a war instigated for economic and hegemonic aims. 
            This hegemonic aim was held  by Laurent Nkunda, who, according to Johann Hari, is backed by Rwanda.  He claims he “needs to protect the local Tutsi population from the same Hutu genocidaires who have been hiding out in the jungles of eastern Congo since 1994. That's why he is seizing Congolese military bases and is poised to march on Goma. It is a lie...          

             Actually, Nkunda, a Rwandan Army officer, is working to occupy the Congo, in order 
to illegally continue the exploitation of its resources and to achieve the balkanisation of the country in order to give space to the hegemonic designs of the Tutsis.    

              Collette Braekman had already written that “Such a plan is in perfect accord with the arguments repeated often in North America. That Congo was ungovernable because it was too large and too diverse and that it should, or could implode in order to allow either a very loose federation of provinces or a constellation of micro-states.  The latter would have a privileged relationship less with a very weakened central power than with the bordering countries. Rwandan and Uganda and to a lesser extent Angola and South Africa would establish in this way a kind of protectorate over their Congolese neighbour and have a right .........over certain provinces. Such plans are discussed without any restraint in the American press and amongst the ruling classes in Kigali and Kampala. 

                   That is the sad truth about the greatest human tragedy the world has seen since the Second World War.  

  Prime Minister, 

     Given that the Congo war was instigated to allow the plundering of  Congolese resources and the occupation of  land by the Rwandan and Ugandan armies, the only way to end the crisis is to call for:   

-The truth to be published in the western media: that UN reports issued between April 2001 and December 2008 and the recent so-called arrest of Laurent Nkunda in Rwanda indicate that the Congo war has nothing to do with « ethnicity », « tribalism » or capturing ‘genocidaires’ but is a war of aggression, waged  by both Rwanda and Uganda, supported by the US, UK, Canadian and Belgian governments, the European Union, UN and multinational companies in order to exploit and plunder Congolese resources,  in particular coltan, and occupy Congolese land through the deliberate mass killing of Congolese civilians. The world has been the victim of a disinformation campaign by the western media, by European and American governments together with those of Uganda and Rwanda, about the origins and reasons of the war in the DR Congo; 

 
- The change of geopolitics in the Great Lakes region, particularly with regard to the DRC, Rwanda, Uganda and Burundi. Consequently,  Bill Clinton and Madeleine Albright’s foreign policy, which consisted of blindly supporting the Rwandan government in any and every way, including in the crimes they are committing in Congo, in the name of the 1994 genocide, must end. This is also valid with regard to Tony Blair’s politics, which are still in effect through those of your administration. As a former prime Minister, Mr. Blair should not be helping a head of state suspected by both Spanish and French judges of having committed genocide and crimes against humanity in both Rwanda and Congo.   This was also what Carl Del Ponte, the former prosecutor of the International Criminal Tribunal of Rwanda,sought: to bring Kagame before this tribunal. Tony Blair’s presence at the side of the Rwandan Government is, therefore, mistaken. He should remain neutral on account of his involvement in decisions on the World stage and about Congo, during his ten years in power; 

- The cutting of  world financial support to Kagame and Rwanda, which Netherlands and Sweden have done, on the basis of the December 2008 UN report of the expert panel on the illegal exploitation of Congolese resources, which has revealed a great deal of evidence of Rwanda’s involvement in the Congo war; 

- The clear international support for the French and Spanish judicial process, in order to establish the circumstances of President Habyarimana’s death, as this is acknowledged to have triggered the Rwandan genocide; 

- The Rwandan, Ugandan, Burundian governments and all their associates to be called to account before an ad hoc International Court for all their actions in Congo after the Rwandan genocide; 
- The immediate end to war in Congo, which must be clearly named as an economic and hegemonic war; 

- The perpetrators of the international crimes to be brought before the International Criminal Court of Justice. Nkunda first of all; 

-The compensation for damage caused to the Congolese State and its people by those who have stolen its wealth and its minerals; 

- The mission of Monuc to be re-established and accomplished: to arrest all armed groups including Nkunda; 

- Nkunda’s claim to protect Tutsis to be rejected. The claims of people in Corsica in France or the Basque Country in Spain have been rejected. What is true in Europe is, a fortiori, true in Africa: no one can be allowed to attack militarily the country, the nationality of which he or she claims; 

- The imposition of national reconciliation on Rwanda, Uganda, Burundi and on Congo. The right of opposition must  be respected; 

- The Congolese government to be held accountable for all violations against the opposition and to reparation for all damage. In fact, whilst in America and Europe the opposition of yesterday are working together in the interests of their country. It is incomprehensible that the Congolese President, just because he has been elected, should be allowed to kill, arrest or force the opposition to flee into exile; 

-The setting up of a Ugandan and Rwandan dialogue to lead to a transitional government and free, transparent and democratic elections; 

 -The setting up of a transitional government in DR Congo, which will lead to truly democratic, free and transparent elections.   

        With regard to the suffering of Congolese people who have fled to the UK to escape the horrific treatment from both President Kabila's politics and the Rwandan army, it is strange that they are being removed back to a country whose President and goverment have been accused by Human Rights Watch of having deliberately killed at least 5 hundred people.  

         Lin Homer, Director of UKBA, and her Deputy,  have stated in letters to MPs that asylum seekers are returned to Kinshasa and that the war in Congo is 1000 miles away, purely in the East.  This is false. In fact, the above mentioned report catalogues the organised killing of the opposition in the West.  Recently,  I had wished to go back to my country for my mother’s burial, after she passed away in December. I could not go.  Forces loyal to Kabila were present at her burial, searching for me.   

          For the hundreds of Congolese who fled for their lives and sought refuge in the UK, the future holds only fear. Voluntary groups around the UK have listened to their stories of horror and felt compelled to support them in challenging the policies of a Home Office that will not accept the reality of Kabila’s campaign against those who oppose him. In the North East of England alone, a series of public seminars and demonstrations have been held to bring home the truth about what is happening in DRC and what we fear will happen to those who are forcibly returned.
         This campaigning strategy is not the work of some disparate group of political agitators; the core activists are drawn from faith groups and include academics, legal representatives and those working in the field of care of the asylum seeking community as well as those who have themselves fled persecution. Many of these have experienced at first hand the savagery of Kabila’s regime and, if returned, will be seen as the spearhead of opposition to it.
Yet most have been refused asylum - victims of a concerted and stubborn adherence to a political line that is regurgitated again and again in response to rational enquiries about how the UKBA can resist such compelling evidence about what is happening in the DRC. 
Two years ago a Middlesbrough family were returned on a charter flight to Kinshasa. The father, Willy M’Vemba was detained, tortured and left for dead. He managed to escape and to this day remains in hiding, protected by NGO workers at risk to themselves. His wife and children are elsewhere - he has not seen them for 2 years, but reports have emerged that the children had succumbed to malaria and have not been to school since leaving the UK. 
      The news of the arrest of the M’Vemba family resulted in people petitioning the Secretary of State and taking to the streets to protest. Their eventual removal left the local community in Tees Valley devastated and determined that it shouldn’t happen again.
How ironic then that almost 2 years to the day another Congolese family were taken from their Middlesbrough home in the early hours of the morning. Elysee Mvovo, her 2 older children and a 15 month old baby were taken to Yarl’s Wood IRC from where they were transported to the airport IN SEPARATE VEHICLES; mother and baby in one van and 2 frightened little ones aged 5 and 7 in another. One can only speculate on whether the escorts with responsibility for the children had specialist training and had been CRB checked.
From the information we have received from Elysee’s family since she arrived in Kinshasa, she was detained at the airport by security officers who showed her an ‘avis de recherche’ indicating that she was a wanted person. She was released when her family paid an extortionate bribe and is now in hiding with the baby.
Dear Prime Minister, 
It begs the question, how much more suffering must these frightened people endure, before politicians will start to listen and revise their misguided and inhumane policy on returns to DRC? 

    I believe you to be a man who will defend human rights and a man of firmly held Christian beliefs like myself, a father, as I am a spiritual father. I implore you to have the courage to give protection to our Congolese here in the UK.  I implore you to work with me for peace in the Congo, so that one day we may return to our parents, to our children, to our husbands and wives, to the country we love. 

 I remain faithfully yours.
Rev. Theodore NGOY
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