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TITLE: Why Bad Things Happen to Good People
TEXT:  Eccl. 7:20; Ro. 3:9-10; Isa. 53:2-9; Ro. 8:19-24
& 5:6-11; Jn 15:13; Ephe. 2:1-10
 INTRODUCTION: A question that seems to come up from time to time is “Why Bad Things Happen to Good People”?
 As a Pastor I have been asked this question quite often and it is not an easy question to answer. In fact most of the time there is no answer that really seems sufficient, especially to the person who may be suffering because of a personal loss or heartache.

 This kind of came up a while back in adult Sunday school class.

 As I found myself pondering this question I felt the Lord challenge me on something.

 And he challenged me on the premise of the question itself—Why Do Bad Things Happen to Good People”?

 So let me start out with a question this morning?

How many good people do we have here this morning?

 How many good people do you know of?
 How would you define a good person?

 Someone who has never killed or raped or stolen?

 Someone who has never smoked or drank or cursed?

 Someone who has never missed a day of Church in their life?

 We may look to these kind of folks and say that yes we know some good people but the problem is good in comparison to what--To some of the less savory people we may know, to the drunk driver who killed a friend or loved one-- To ourselves?

 We may not admit it in Church but I imagine most of us will look at ourselves as basically good people, certainly not perfect or holy but basically good.

 The real question that should be asked is how good of a person are we in contrast to God. I mean God created us to be like Himself, We were created in His image and His likeness. In that sense we were created as good people. Before the fall Adam and Eve were truly good people!
 But what we need to understand is that they were the last good people to have ever existed and even then it only lasted for them a short time because of the choices that they made.

 God’s Word assures us that this is true….
 Ecclesiastes 7:20 (NIV2011) 
20 Indeed, there is no one on earth who is righteous, no one who does what is right and never sins. 

Romans 3:9-10 (ESV) 
9 What then? Are we Jews any better off? No, not at all. For we have already charged that all, both Jews and Greeks, are under sin, 
10 as it is written: “None is righteous, no, not one..
 So we may say or think, OK I get it…I am not really all that good of a person, especially in relation to God…..But if you compare me to my neighbor I am really pretty good or at least not so bad..

 Be honest, this is the way you think……It’s the way I think. 

 And you know why-- Because we are all narcissist.

We are all self-absorbed to some degree. Narcissism, consumption with self, is a part of our sinful nature.

 Some more narcissistic than others but all are narcissistic.

 So what does this have to do with the question why do bad things sometimes happen to good people?

 It shows we start off with a flawed premise!

 There are no good people!

 You’re not a good person! I am not a good person!

Not by Gods standard of goodness which is the only true standard that there is.

As I was thinking about all of this this past week and trying to convince myself that I am not really all that bad of a person, that I might even pass off as a good person in somebodies eyes, God put an image similar to this in my mind---The image of the cross… But not the sanitized version….But the cross as it most likely really was.
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First I will show the sanitized version we are used to seeing….

We use catchy phrases within our churches about how Jesus died for our sins…

 Most of the time we visualize a very sanitized version of the cross. The same pictures like this one that hangs on the walls in our homes and Sunday school classes….Jesus on the cross with a little blood on His brow and maybe a trickle on His hands and feet where the nails pierced them.

Church, this is not real!  This has had makeup applied! 

This is the version that we can better live with!
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This is real! This is what the cat of nine tails would most likely have done to Jesus flesh.

 And it lines up with what Isaiah foretold about the event.

  Isaiah 53:2-9 (NIV) 
2 He grew up before him like a tender shoot, and like a root out of dry ground. He had no beauty or majesty to attract us to him, nothing in his appearance that we should desire him. 
3 He was despised and rejected by men, a man of sorrows, and familiar with suffering. Like one from whom men hide their faces he was despised, and we esteemed him not. 
4 Surely he took up our infirmities and carried our sorrows, yet we considered him stricken by God, smitten by him, and afflicted. 
5 But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was upon him, and by his wounds we are healed. 
6 We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way; and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all. 
7 He was oppressed and afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth; he was led like a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is silent, so he did not open his mouth. 
8 By oppression and judgment he was taken away. And who can speak of his descendants? For he was cut off from the land of the living; for the transgression of my people he was stricken. 
9 He was assigned a grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his death, though he had done no violence, nor was any deceit in his mouth. 
 Now here is the truth of the matter….

I did this to Jesus! This would not have been necessary if it was not for me! My sin did this and I controlled my sin. It just as well had been my hand driving the whip and my hand pounding the nails into His flesh.
  We need to stop all of this generalization about the cross and what put Jesus there.

  If I was the only human being on the planet this still would have happened!

 I did this to Jesus! I can never be described as a good person in any aspect of the word…..

 You did this to Jesus as well!

If we don’t see it as something that we did personally, I fear that we will go on asking the same meaningless questions…..

 The problem, a lot of the time, is not that we question God but we ask the wrong questions or frame them in the wrong way.
 Maybe our question should not be why Good people sometimes go through bad times but why do we bad people ever see anything good happen in our lives for what we did to Jesus?

 Mankind handed the title and deed to the planet over to Satan in the Garden of Eden. He is called the prince of the power of this world.
  What we need to understand is that because of sin, our sin, the entirety of creation here on earth was subjected to that sin.

Romans 8:19-24 (NIV) 19 The creation waits in eager expectation for the sons of God to be revealed. 
20 For the creation was subjected to frustration, not by its own choice, but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope 
21 that the creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to decay and brought into the glorious freedom of the children of God. 
22 We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up to the present time. 
23 Not only so, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for our adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies. 

20 For the creation was subjected to frustration, not by its own choice, but by the will of the one who subjected it.

 We not only disobeyed God and became sinful beings but as those God put into control over His creation we have subjected all of creation to sin and destruction as well.
 The question that should be pondered is why does anything good ever happen to us for doing what we did to Jesus!

 Frame it this way…If a man abducted your 13 year old daughter or granddaughter and abused her, marred her body, maybe even took her life…..What is it that person would deserve?
 What would you deem as appropriate punishment?

 Locked up in prison for life?—Too good for them!

 Put to death?- Still too good for them!

 How about  having them water boarded, have their fingernail ripped out, have their teeth pulled out without anesthetic? Still too good for them!

 How about an eternity separated from God in the torments of the fires of Hell?
  Now we are getting a little closer to what they deserve for what they did to the one we dearly loved.

 Glace again at the cross of Christ? What punishment do you think would be appropriate for doing this to Jesus—the sinless, spotless, totally pure and innocent Son of God?
 If we personalize the cross and what went on there, and we should, what do we deserve for doing this to Jesus?

 Why would God allow anything good to ever happen in any of our lives for what we did to His Son?

 Again our premise if often flawed in the questions we ask of God.  Should we really be asking why bad things happen to good people or why God ever allows anything good into our life for being responsible for what happened to His only Begotten Son?

 After the Lord dealt with me on my personal goodness (or lack of it) I must confess that I did not feel all that good about myself. In fact I felt guilty and ashamed. There was a crushing feeling within my spirit, my heart, for what I had done to Jesus.

 Jesus! I am so, so, so sorry for what I did to You! The part my sin played in putting you on the cross.
 I am sorry and ashamed I did that to You…
 Then God placed another thought on my heart----

It was as if Jesus was saying:  You didn’t do it to Me---I did it for You!

Romans 5:6-11 (NIV) 
6 You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. 
7 Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous man, though for a good man someone might possibly dare to die. 
8 But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 
9 Since we have now been justified by his blood, how much more shall we be saved from God's wrath through him! 
10 For if, when we were God's enemies, we were reconciled to him through the death of his Son, how much more, having been reconciled, shall we be saved through his life! 
11 Not only is this so, but we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation. 

 With this new thought in mind look again at the picture of the cross…..
This is how much Jesus loves me that He allowed this to happen to himself!
This is how much Jesus loves you that He allowed this to happen to Himself!

John 15:13 (NIV) 
13 Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends. 
In reality I did not put Jesus on the cross and neither did you but it says He laid down His life there….

Lay down=  tith'-ay-mee
to place in a passive or horizontal posture,:- bow, commit give, lay (aside, down), settle, sink down.


This gives a very specific thought…Jesus laid down His life for us….There was no fighting the cross on Jesus part…When the time came He laid down on it! He wasn’t forced upon it as most would have been but He lay down! It was of His own free will, it was His choice!
  As the Son of God no one could have forced this upon Jesus.. He had Ten Thousand legions of angels at his disposal at this very moment that he could have called upon if he so chose.
 But instead he simply laid down allowing it to happen…..
 And He did it for me because He considers me His friend!

 He did it for you because he considers you His friend!

 What a friend we have in Jesus!!!!

 These two separate thoughts, my doing this to Jesus and Jesus doing this for me actually encompasses the Gospel message and how we are saved.

 One thought links to the message and ministry of John the Baptist and the other to the message and ministry of Jesus.

 What was John’s preparatory message as the forerunner of Christ sent to prepare the way for Him?

 Repent, for the Kingdom of God is at hand…
 What was the message and ministry of Jesus?
I am the way and the truth and the life and no one comes to the Father except they come through Me.
Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends. 
 It is only as we personalize the cross, admitting to ourselves that it was my sin that put Jesus there that will lead us to true repentance, Genuine sorrow for our sins that put Jesus on that cross.

 It is only that repentance that will then open our heart to salvation….Coming to the truth that Jesus laid down His life for me. 
 As wretched of a sinner that I am when it came to paying the price of my redemption that Jesus lay down His life for me on that cross!

Ephesians 2:1-10 (NIV) 
1 (NIV)  As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, 
2  in which you used to live when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient. 
3  All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our sinful nature and following its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature objects of wrath. 
4  But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, 
5  made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions—

 8  For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith--and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God-- 
9  not by works, so that no one can boast. 
10  For we are God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do. 
 Why do bad things happen to good people?
 If none are truly good than the question become an irrelevant one…

 The question that we should ask is why does anything good ever happen to bad people, sinners such as us? 

Gods answer to that question—GRACE!
 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith--and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God-- 
 Have you received this grace, God’s Amazing Grace, for your life this morning?
 Have you passed from "I did this to Jesus" to hearing Jesus say "No, I did this for you". 
 Have you reaped the fruit of Jesus laying down His life for you? The fruit of salvation--a renewed relationship with God...

