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TITLE: IDENTIFICATION

TEXT: Phil. 2:5-11; Hebrews 4:14-15; Mt. 4:1-11;

Jn. 6:42; 2 Co. 5:16-6:1; 1 Co. 9:19-23

INTRODUCTION: This morning I want to talk about the importance of identification.

 Identification (ID) is very important in our world today isn’t it? Especially in our post 911 world.

  Just try booking a Motel room or getting on a plane without it---It won’t happen.
 Most of the time you can’t even write a check in most stores without the proper identification.

 But that is not really the aspect of identification that I want to talk about this morning.

I want to talk about relationship identification or the need we have to identify with one another.

This was even true for God. God knew that if He were to ever reach fallen man He would have to do it through personal identification.
 He would have to be perceived as not just God our creator but as one who could identify with us in our needs and our struggles.


Philippians 2:5 - 11 (NIV) 5Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus: 6    Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, 7  but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant,  being made in human likeness. 8    And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself  and became obedient to death— even death on a cross! 9   Therefore God exalted him to the highest place  and gave him the name that is above every name, 10    that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow,  in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11    and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
 Jesus could understand what people around him were dealing with because He lived under the same conditions.

  For this very reason He can also identify with you and me today.

 It is true that Jesus never married or went to college, or never used a computer or VCR. But He still has perfect knowledge about such things and much more.

 The point is, Christ knows first-hand about our basic physical and emotional needs because He actually lived and worked in a world affected by the fall.

Jesus partook of every element of our world except one. The only element of our world that Jesus never partook in was sin…
 Hebrews 4:14 - 15 (NIV) 14Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has gone through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold firmly to the faith we profess.  15For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are—yet was without sin. 
 Even though Jesus never sinned personally, He knows and understands the struggles and temptations that we face daily. Otherwise He could not be our sympathetic great high priest.

You don’t have to actually sin to identify with those who do, you only have to be tempted to sin to identify with sinners.

Temptation is not sin! Yielding to the temptation is sin!

Jesus was tempted yet He never yielded or gave into the temptation so He remained sinless…
15For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are—yet was without sin. 
 This verse of Scripture is of great encouragement to me. To know that Jesus was tempted in every way, just as we are!

Think about this for a moment? If Jesus were tempted in every way just as you and I are, then that means that Jesus was tempted to lie! He was tempted to steal! He was tempted sexually! He was tempted to covet riches and wealth and worldly power! He was tempted to be selfish and self-centered!

How do we know this? Because these are some of the things that you and I are tempted with each and every day. And in order for Jesus to be tempted in every way just as we are then He had to be tempted by these things also.
15For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are—yet was without sin. 

The only difference between you and I and Jesus when it comes to temptation is that you and I have often given into the temptations but Jesus never once did.
 But just because He has been faced with the same temptations as you and I He is able to truly sympathize with us. He knows the power of temptation.
 In fact, I believe that Jesus was faced with greater temptations then most of us will ever be faced with.
 Most of our temptations come mainly from our own flesh or sinful nature. 

Jesus was tempted by the master of temptation himself.
Matthew 4:1 - 11 (NIV) 1Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the desert to be tempted by the devil.  2After fasting forty days and forty nights, he was hungry.  3The tempter came to him and said, “If you are the Son of God, tell these stones to become bread.”

 4Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man does not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth of God.” 5Then the devil took him to the holy city and had him stand on the highest point of the temple.  6“If you are the Son of God,” he said, “throw yourself down. For it is written:     “‘He will command his angels concerning you,     and they will lift you up in their hands,     so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.” 7Jesus answered him, “It is also written: ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’” 8Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their splendor.  9“All this I will give you,” he said, “if you will bow down and worship me.” 10Jesus said to him, “Away from me, Satan! For it is written: ‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve him only.” 11Then the devil left him, and angels came and attended him.

 Let’s just look at these temptations Satan used against Jesus for a moment.

Jesus had been fasting out in the desert for 40 days and 40 nights when Satan first approached Him.

How many here have ever fasted for 40 days? How about 30 days, 20 days, 10 days, 5 days, 1 day?

The longest that I have ever fasted I believe is 3 days and let me tell you I felt like I could have eaten a horse and two cows and still would have had room for desert when the fast ended.
I can’t even imagine how hungry you would be after a 40 day fast…
Notice the shrewdness of the enemy-- He didn’t attempt to tempt Christ until the end of the 40 days.
 And notice what temptation that Satan started with.
2After fasting forty days and forty nights, he was hungry.  3The tempter came to him and said, “If you are the Son of God, tell these stones to become bread.”

I’m sure that Satan would have said tell these stones to become Chicago Pizza with me but the point is the same.
 If you hadn’t had food for 40 days this was a BIG temptation!

Realizing that Jesus had the ability to actually turn the stones to bread or pizza or a T-bone steak if He wanted.

Esau sold his birthright which would have been worth millions of dollars on today’s market for a bowl of bean soup and he had probably only not eaten since breakfast!

How did Jesus respond to this temptation?

4Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man does not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth of God.

 5Then the devil took him to the holy city and had him stand on the highest point of the temple.  6“If you are the Son of God,” he said, “throw yourself down.  For it is written: “‘He will command his angels concerning you, and they will lift you up in their hands, so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.

This was a chance for Jesus to prove that he held the power even over death at His disposal and that He had legions of angels under His command.
How did Jesus respond?
 7Jesus answered him, “It is also written: ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.

 8Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their splendor.  9“All this I will give you,” he said, “if you will bow down and worship me.” 

This always used to puzzle me a little…How could Satan offer Jesus all the Kingdoms of this world? I mean where they his to give?

Actually yes they were! At creation God had placed man in control of the world and everything in it.

 When man fell to the temptation in the garden man signed the title and deed of planet earth over to the Devil..
Satan became the prince of the power of this world!

The word prince is 

ar'-khone
a first (in rank or power):—chief (ruler), magistrate, prince, ruler.

Sin rules in our world today so Satan is the ruler or prince of the world in that since.
The greatness of this temptation against Christ is that had Jesus sub-come to it He could have escaped the agony of the cross that He knew was coming.
Yet how did Jesus respond?
10Jesus said to him, “Away from me, Satan! For it is written: ‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve him only.’
 11Then the devil left him, and angels came and attended him.

Satan’s temptations started with basic physical need and moved on to power and great wealth and riches and everything that could provide!

Jesus was truly tempted in every way just as we are yet He was without sin! Jesus always resisted the temptation and remained sinless!

So, we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are—yet was without sin. 

But even though Jesus was a man who identified profoundly with those He came to serve, people around Him did not naturally see the most important thing about Him….
Jesus----Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, 7    but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. 8  
  And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became obedient to death— even death on a cross!

This tells us that His human appearance was so authentic that most people didn’t know that He was also God.
 Many of them could simply not accept that a Man like Jesus could be God become flesh.

John 6:42 (NIV) 42They said, “Is this not Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose father and mother we know? How can he now say, ‘I came down from heaven’?”

Jesus close identification with mankind elicited a tragic response from people such as those in John chapter 6. They ultimately had Jesus crucified because they couldn’t make the (God) connection.
 And to be fair, from their perspective it may have been harder for us as well to make that connection.

 But we have the empty tomb; the resurrection and the glorified Christ who has sent back His Holy Spirit to indwell our hearts!

 For us His life of humility lived among us is a great example and model for us in our need to identify with Him and identify with others who may be lost and separated from God by their sin.


2 Corinthians 5:16 - 6:1 (NIV) 16So from now on we regard no one from a worldly point of view. Though we once regarded Christ in this way, we do so no longer.  
17Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!  
18All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: 19that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting men’s sins against them.

 And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation. 
 20We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God.  21God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. 1As God’s fellow workers we urge you not to receive God’s grace in vain. 
In this verse we find our universal calling as a Christian.
 And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation.  20We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us.

As a Christian each and all of us have been called and commissioned to be an ambassador of Jesus Christ.
The Greek word we translate as ambassador is:

pres-byoo'-o
to be a senior, that is, (by implication) act as a representative --be an ambassador.

An ambassador is someone sent to represent another. Represent the one that has sent them.

If you were called to be an ambassador of the United States to China it would be your responsibility to represent the views and policies of the United States to the people of China.

If you happened to disagree personally with any of those policies or views it wouldn’t matter because you were not sent there to represent yourself but to represent the one that sent you. In this case the president of the United States.

George Shultz, when he was Secretary of State during the Reagan administration, kept a large globe in his office.  When newly appointed ambassadors had an interview with him and when ambassadors returning from their posts for their first visit with him were leaving his office, Shultz would test them. He would say, "You have to go over to the globe and prove to me that you can identify your country." They would go over, spin the globe, and put their finger on the country to which they were sent--unerringly. 

   When Shultz's old friend and former Senate majority leader Mike Mansfield was appointed ambassador to Japan, even he was put to the test. This time, however, Ambassador Mansfield spun the globe and put his hand on the United States. He said: "That's my country." 

   In 1993, Shultz related this to Brian Lamb on C-Span's "Booknotes."   

 "I've told that story, subsequently, to all the ambassadors going out. 'Never forget you're over there in that country, but your country is the United States. You're there to represent us. Take care of our interests and never forget it, and you're representing the best country in the world.' "

You and I have been appointed, actually hand selected by God to be His ambassador to all those in our world.
We have not been sent to represent ourselves but to represent Jesus Christ to a world that desperately needs to know Him and know of His love for them.
20We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us.

This is God’s plan A! To reach the lost of this world through you and I as His Ambassadors!

This is God’s plan A! There is no plan B!

The responsibility of sharing Christ within our world falls upon you and I as believers. If we don’t do it then it won’t get done!

God has ordained that this is the way it is to work.
God makes His appeal to a lost world only through you and I, His Church.
In order for us to fulfill our obligation to God as His earthly ambassador will necessitate that we, like Jesus, identify with those whom we have been called to go out to.
Sometimes as Christians I think that we can become so Heavenly minded that we are of no earthly good.
I think that this happens when we become satisfied with just going to Church and fellowshipping with one another and anticipating the return of our Lord to the exclusion of everything and everyone else.
Sometimes we may develop an attitude of “God will work it all out anyway”.

If God planned on working it all out Himself then He wouldn’t have called us as His ambassadors and said that he was making His appeal to the world through us.
The true measure of one’s faith I believe is measured by one’s personal burden for the lost.
The great men and women of the faith have all shared this in common –they have all had an overwhelming burden for the lost of their world and knew the importance and necessity of identifying with them.
Listen to the burden within the Apostle Paul in:

1 Corinthians 9:19 - 23 (NIV) 19Though I am free and belong to no man, I make myself a slave to everyone, to win as many as possible.  20To the Jews I became like a Jew, to win the Jews. To those under the law I became like one under the law so as to win those under the law. 
 21To those not having the law I became like one not having the law  so as to win those not having the law.  22To the weak I became weak, to win the weak. I have become all things to all men so that by all possible means I might save some.  23I do all this for the sake of the gospel,  that I may share in its blessings.

 I have become all things to all men so that by all possible means I might save some.  23I do all this for the sake of the gospel!

This speaks of personal identification with the lost of our world in order to win them to Christ!

What is the measure of your faith this morning?

Do you have what could be described as a burden for the lost of your world?

Are you willing to truly identify with those lost and separated from God by their sin?

 To go to the places where they live and work and play and meet them in their need? Bringing the light of Christ into their part of the world?

    Jesus actually went into the homes of publicans and sinners to identify with them in their needs.
Sometimes I think He may have even preferred their company over many of the religious of His day who had no desire to be an ambassador of anyone but themselves.
Jesus reached out to a lost and hurting world through personal identification and he has called you and I as His Church to do the same.
To be Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us.

What kind of ambassador are we really being for Christ in our world today? 
 Those who represent the one who has sent them or one who merely represents ourselves?

We are to be ambassadors of Jesus Christ, representing Him to our world.  That is God’s plan A for saving the lost of this world and there is no plan B.

Are we being faithful to that calling and commission?
 How well are you identifying with the Lost around you?

 Do you have a burden for their souls? 

