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TITLE: You Can Never Have Too Much Salt!
TEXT:  Lev. 2:13; Num. 18:19; 2nd Chr. 13:5;  Matthew 5: 13; 1st John 1:9; Luke 11:9

INTRODUCTION:  How many of you here this morning, like myself, are addicted to salt?

  You know that you are a salt addict if you find yourself salting things before you taste them!

  Maybe it is not that we are actually addicted to salt, we just like the taste that it adds to food! The seasoning that it provides..

  The use and mention of salt goes clear back to the beginning of biblical history....

  Lot's wife was turned into a pillar of salt when she looked back at Sodom...

 Salt was used as a seasoning, a cleanser, a preservative, and salt was even used in the sacrifices that were made to God.

  God likes His food salted! It's true..
Levi 2:13 (NIV) Season all your grain offerings with salt. Do not leave the salt of the covenant of your God out of your grain offerings; add salt to all your offerings. 

    In Old Testament times salt was actually a precious commodity in some areas.  It was extremely valuable in the area's that didn't have it.
  The Dead Sea got its name because it was so salty that nothing can live in it. 

 Just To the south of the Dead Sea, there is a mountain of rock salt about 7 miles long and from 2 to 3 miles wide and some hundreds of feet high. 

  The land that God gave to His people had a bountiful supply of salt.
  Scripture speaks of the covenant of salt.
Numb 18:19 (NIV) Whatever is set aside from the holy offerings the Israelites present to the LORD I give to you and your sons and daughters as your regular share. It is an everlasting covenant of salt before the LORD for both you and your offspring." 

2Chr 13:5 (NIV) Don't you know that the LORD, the God of Israel, has given the kingship of Israel to David and his descendants forever by a covenant of salt? 

  The covenant of salt was a covenant of perpetual obligation. 

It is an everlasting covenant of salt before the LORD 

 to David and his descendants forever by a covenant of salt? 

  It is the preserving qualities of salt here that symbolize the perpetual nature of Gods covenants.

Example ( un-refrigerated meat will rot quickly---to make meat last a long time they would make jerky-- meat cured in salt  can last indefinitely)

  Why all this talk about salt this morning?

  Because that is what Jesus has called us to be like! Salt!
 Jesus, in the only sermon that is recorded that He gave, said this to the believer....

Matt 5:13 (NIV) "You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty again? It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled by men. 

  You are the salt of the earth!

  What did Jesus mean? What was He implying by saying that we are the salt of the earth?

 What are the main purposes for salt?

  To season.... and to preserve!

  This is exactly what I believe Jesus was saying to us when He said that we are the salt of the earth!

  We are the seasoning and the preservative!

  Non-believers may grumble and complain at times about Christians, the Church, but they wouldn't like this planet very much if we weren't here!!

  Why? Because we are the seasoning, that which makes life here taste good and we, the Church, I believe are what is actually preserving this planet!

  How is that? Are we really all that important?

When you consider just who we are, yes we are really that important!

  When we come to Christ and commit our lives to Him. When we place ourselves in Christ surrendering our lives to His Lordship, as we are filled with the Holy Spirit we become vehicles of Christ in our world.
 We become the salt of the earth! That which seasons and preserves!

  Think of what life on earth would be like without any believers here, without the Church?

   If you have ever read the book of revelation I believe you get a pretty good picture…
   Parts of Revelation gives us a picture of a literal hell on earth--worldwide famine, pestilence, global war, a holocaust of unprecedented magnitude…
  What could possibly happen to allow the world to come to this kind of chaos and catastrophe?

  Very possibly the absence of the Church!

  What we see happening in Revelation makes a lot of sense if the rapture of the Church comes either at the beginning or half way through the tribulation period.
  Why? Because when the Church is gone, the seasoning and preservative that God has given to the world goes with it!

  The Holy Spirit of God is within us! When we go, He goes with us!

  The Holy Spirit is the seasoning of salt that is within us. The Holy Spirit is the preserving quality that we have in this world.
   When God takes the Church from planet earth He is talking Himself from planet earth…
  The Holy Spirit is the force that is restraining Satan from unleashing total and complete havoc on our world...If you think things may be bad now think what they would be like with Satan being able to do whatever he pleased with no restraint….
  It is the Holy Spirits presence on earth through the lives of believers that is retraining the greatest enemy of mankind--Satan!

   Can you imagine what things will be like when that restraint will no longer be here, when Satan will be allowed to do whatever he wants, unrestrained.....

   The Holy Spirit within us is what is preserving this world from unrestrained evil!  The Holy Spirit within us is the seasoning that makes this world taste good! That makes it tolerable!

  Jesus said, "You are the salt of the earth!"
  You are the seasoning, you are the preservative!  

  Then He goes on to give us this warning.....

   But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty again? It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled by men. 

   Once salt has been mined, once it has been crushed and refined, it will last a long time, but if not stored properly, it will eventually go bad, it will lose its strength, it will lose its ability to season and to preserve!

  When it does, it becomes good for nothing except to be made into a sidewalk…
  This is a caution for us to remain good salt.
 To remain good salt we need to make sure that our containers are sealed tight. That we don't allow any of the elements of this world to get in and contaminate our salt and cause it to lose its strength!

   The best way to keep salt fresh is to keep it in a good container!

  The best salt shaker that I have seen is one of those Tupperware salt shakers...

 It seals up tight and even has a lid that snaps down over the top to keep out the contaminates, especially moisture.
  Have you ever left salt out where it is damp... after a while it turns back to a solid clump of rock. It can become stale and loose its strength. It actually loses its saltiness…
  As Christians, the same thing can happen to us.
  If we allow that which is within us, the Holy Spirit of God, to be constantly exposed to the elements of this world, if we allow sin of any kind in our life, then we will  become stale and ineffective for the purpose that God has called us to!

    We need to be like a Tupperware container! We need to protect our salt, the salt of the Holy Spirit in our life form becoming polluted by the things of this world!

 We can do that by keeping our salt shakers, our lives clean and free from all the pollutants of this world..
  If we are, and remain, full of the Holy Spirit than there will be no room left for foreign material to come in and contaminate our container and make us loose our effectiveness..
  The way that we are and remain "good salt" to our world is to be and remain in Christ, to be and remain full of the Holy Spirit.
 The best way that we can insure that, is to be, and remain in the Word of God and in continual prayer!

  God’s Word is essential for us to remain "good salt".

  Example:  You know why they put those little silicon capsules or packets in pill bottles? To keep the contents fresh and dry so that they will be effective for the purpose for which they are intended?
  That is what the Word of God is to the believer.
   As we keep the Word of God within us it acts like one of those little packets! 

  It absorbs all the worldly moisture that tries to invade our containers and keeps that which is with us, the  Holy Spirit, from being contaminated and weakened and losing its effectiveness.
   If you find that your relationship with the Lord doesn't have the effect on the world around you that it once did, or that you want it to have,   then look and see what you are doing with the Word of God!  How big a part of your life are you giving it? 

  We need to make sure we have the Word of God  in our lives to help absorb all the worldly moisture out of these containers so that our salt will  flow forth from our lives to season and preserve the world around us..

  ILLUSTRATION:  I once mistakenly put pepper in a half full salt shaker.  
  What came out was a mixture of salt and pepper!

 The food may of had enough pepper on it and applying a mixture of salt and pepper when only salt is needed can produce an unsavory flavor!

   When we try to mix the things of God and the things of this world together in our life, what we end up like is that salt shaker that is half filled with pepper...

  When we go to apply salt the pepper will inevitably come out too!
   Jesus said that we are to be the salt of the earth--not the salt and pepper of the earth!

  The earth already has too much pepper! What it needs is salt! The undiluted salt of the Holy Spirit of God being made manifest in our lives….
  Salt has gotten a bad rap the last several years. You see, salt can raise your blood pressure....I have high blood pressure. I also like salt so I figure that is why I take the medication. I eat the salt I want and the medicine helps keep the blood pressure down.
  But if you have low blood pressure salt is not a bad thing!

  The spiritual blood pressure of our world is so low it is about to fall over dead!

  The spiritual blood pressure of a lot of we Christians is so low that we are in the same condition as the world!

  Church, we need to be shaking out our salt upon our world! 
  And it needs to be pure, uncontaminated salt!

 Salt that is undefiled; salt that hasn't lost its strength or effectiveness...

 We need to be raising the spiritual blood pressure of those who are in danger of spiritually dropping over dead!

  We need to be the salt that our world desperately needs!

  We need to make sure that our shakers are full and that our salt is not contaminated and diluted by the pepper of this world!

  We need to be the seasoning that God intends for us to be....A seasoning that makes the things of God taste so good that others want to partake of them also!

  Are you, am I, being the salt that God has called us to be?

  Or have we maybe found that our salt isn't as salty as it once was?

  Through compromise and leaving these containers of flesh open to the contaminates of the world, has our salt started to go bad, to lose its strength and effectiveness?

 Have we let it become contaminated by the things of this world?

   If this is the condition that we find ourselves in this morning, than know that God wants to refine our salt!

 He wants to clean up our container through repentance and forgiveness...

1Joh 1:9 (NIV) If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. 

 And He wants to refill us with good salt...

Luke 11:9 (NIV) "So I say to you: Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you. 

10 For everyone who asks receives; he who seeks finds; and to him who knocks, the door will be opened. 

11 "Which of you fathers, if your son asks for a fish, will give him a snake instead? 

12 Or if he asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion? 

13 If you then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!" 
  Is it your desire to be so filled with His Spirit that you become the seasoning of salt, the preservation of salt to the world around you, making a real difference for His Kingdom?

 For everyone who asks receives; he who seeks finds; and to him who knocks, the door will be opened. 

  How much more will your Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him?" 

prayer....


