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TITLE: JUSTICE

TEXT:  Ps. 89:14; Is. 56:1-2; Hab. Is. 59:4; 1:3-4; 

Eccl. 3:16; Amos 5:15; Deut. 6:20; Ps. 106:3; Pr. 21:3;  Mt. 23:23; Ephe. 2:8; 2 Co. 5:21

INTRODUCTION:   Let’s say, I have two sermons prepared this morning and I am having a difficult time deciding which one to preach. Both well done, both equally rooted in Gods word, both timely in presentation… How am I to decide which one to preach? Let’s say that I have prayed about it and God has assured me that either one is OK and that I should choose whichever one I want to preach….I am still undecided so finally I decide to just flip a coin…Heads sermon #1, tails, sermon # 2. 

 (flip a coin)

 Its-tails you get sermon number 2!

Say the sermon choices are Gods Love or Gods Justice.

 Is there any way that I could choose the wrong one in this particular scenario? NO.. Because they are but two side of the same coin! ( just Like this quarter)

 This morning I want to talk about justice. I could talk about love but that was sermon # 1.

 But that’s not important because both Gods justice and Gods love are just opposite side of the same coin.
  God is a God of love and God is a God of Justice.
 His love is equal to His Justice and His justness is equal to His love. God is Love! God is Just! Both are attributes of God. One no greater then the other.
 Just as tails on this quarter is of no lesser or greater value then heads is on this quarter. Both are equal attributes of the same quarter. Both have the same value, the same importance, both make up the wholeness of the quarter.
 The same is true with God. God is love and God is just.
 He is as loving as He is just and he is as just as He is loving.  Justice and love are but two side of the same coin as far as God is concerned….

  As His Church we need to know and hear about and apply His justice to our life just as much as we need to know and hear about and apply His love to our life.

 So this morning we are going to talk about His justice…

  I want to start out with affirming this truth:

 God is as Just as He is Loving…
 God is the embodiment, the personification of Love, and He is also the embodiment and the personification of Justice.
Psa. 89:14 (NIV)
14Righteousness and justice are the foundation of your throne; love and faithfulness go before you.
 What this verse of Scripture is telling us is that God is Love and God is Justice-- He is faithful and He is righteous.
 All the attributes of God are just different sides of the same coin.
Isa. 56:1 -2 (NIV)
1This is what the LORD says:“Maintain justice


and do what is right, for my salvation is close at hand and my righteousness will soon be revealed.

     2Blessed is the man who does this, the man who holds it fast, who keeps the Sabbath without desecrating it, and keeps his hand from doing any evil.”
                Blessed is the man (or woman) who does what?

  Blessed is the man or woman who Maintains justice and does what is right…
 So just what does it mean to maintain justice?

 First what is Justice?

jus·tice 

n. 1. The quality of being just; fairness. 2.a. The principle of moral rightness; equity. b. Conformity to moral rightness in action or attitude; righteousness.

A Hebrew word often used for justice is:
tseh'-dek

the right ie what is right (natural, moral or legal); that which is altogether just- righteous) . 

God says: blessed is the man who maintains justice, who maintains natural or moral rightness or righteousness. Blessed is the one who conforms, who lives their lives, by the principle of moral rightness in actions and attitude.
 OK, now, where is the only place that we can go to find absolute rightness or absolute justice?

 Gods Word! God’s standard for justice and righteousness…
 Turn with me this morning to Hab. 1:3-4

 The old prophet Habakkuk wrote relevant words of truth here when he says in:


Hab. 1:3 -4 (NIV)
3 …Destruction and violence are before me; there is strife, and conflict abounds4Therefore the law is paralyzed, and justice never prevails. The wicked hem in the righteous, so that justice is perverted.

 The writer of these words died centuries ago but how his words still ring true in our world today. 

 Destruction and violence are before me; there is strife, and conflict abounds. Therefore the law is paralyzed, and justice never prevails. The wicked hem in the righteous, so that justice is perverted.

 If you are even slightly aware of everything happening in the world around us today you know how up-to-date these words really are.
 Chuck Swindoll shares…

 The criminal is now the hero, sadly misunderstood and mistreated. The victim is the selfish sadist who decides to press charges because he is bigoted, rash, or just plain confused.

 The courtroom now resembles a stage peopled by actors vying for starring roles, rather then a dignified chamber of law and order. Judges and juries can be bought, bribed, swayed, or wooed, given sufficient time in the legal pressure cooker. Jury members, who used to be anonymous and sequestered in the name of fairness and objectivity, now appear on talk shows.

 Just think back to the trial of OJ Simpson or the Menendez Brothers… Two travesties of American Justice.
 The surviving terrorist of the recent Massachusetts bombing has become popular among some women who say “but he is so cute”, as if cute people can’t do horrendous things….
 Remember the childhood tale of Little Red Riding Hood? Well if that scenario took place today, here’s what would probably happen….

 After the heroic woodcutter rescued Little Red Riding Hood by killing the wolf, who had already eaten her grandmother and then tried to kill Little Red, there would be an inquest.

 PITA would take the case for the wolf’s family and certain facts would emerge. First of all, the wolf, prior to his execution, had not been advised of his rights.  Then the ACLU would enter the picture, maintaining that the hungry and needy wolf was just “doing his thing” and thus did not deserve death.

 On this basis the judge would decide that there was no valid legal basis for charges against the wolf and, therefore, the woodcutter was guilty of aggravated assault with a deadly weapon. He would be arrested, tried, convicted, and sentenced to 99 years in prison.

  A year from the date of the incident at Grandmothers house, her cottage would be dedicated as a shrine for the wolf who had bled and died there. Wreaths would be placed there in memory of the brave, martyred wolf. There would not be a dry in the whole forest.

  If this weren’t so tragic and true a picture of how often justice is dispersed today it could actually be amusing.
 In a lot of areas justice has been and is being perverted in America. It is not so much, did someone simply do a particular crime, but what were the circumstances that led up to the person committing the crime.

 What were their parents like, how strict were they, what kind of a house did they grow up in, what kind of neighborhood did they live in, what was their diet like as a child, did they consume too much sugar, did they watch too much TV?

 There have been people who have committed terrible crimes against society that have been found not guilty, not because they didn’t do what they had been charged with, but because of some circumstance in which they grew up they are not held accountable for what they did.

 And what usually happens is that they end up doing it again or going out and doing something even worse.
 The prophet Isaiah might have been given a preview of 21st century American justice when he wrote in:                                                             Isa. 59:4  (NIV) 4No one calls for justice; no one pleads his case with integrity. They rely on empty arguments and speak lies; they conceive trouble and give birth to evil.

 Or perhaps Solomon when he wrote in:

Eccl. 3:16 (NIV)
16And I saw something else under the sun:


In the place of judgment—wickedness was there,


in the place of justice—wickedness was there.

Amos 5:15 (NIV)
15Hate evil, love good; maintain justice in the courts.


Perhaps the LORD God Almighty will have mercy..

 Even the mercy we receive from God is linked to the justice that we maintain….
The word used for justice here is:

mish-pawt' 
properly a verdict (favorable or unfavorable) pronounced judicially, especially a sentence or formal decree by (human or (particularly) divine law, individual or collectively), including the act, the place, the suit, the crime, and the penalty; 

 So, what does God have to say to us about the administration of Justice as a child of God?

Deut. 16:20 (NIV)
20Follow justice and justice alone, so that you may live and possess the land the LORD your God is giving you.

Psa. 106:3 (NIV)
3Blessed are they who maintain justice, who constantly do what is right.

Prov. 21:3 (NIV)
3To do what is right and just is more acceptable to the LORD than sacrifice.

 There is a saying that surprisingly I hear a lot by inmates at the jail and it goes something like this:

If you do the crime be willing to pay the time..
 Paraphrase: Before you do the crime you first better think about the consequences if caught and be willing to pay those consequences of your actions.
  I love the story of how when King Frederick II, an eighteenth-century King of Prussia, was visiting a prison in Berlin, the inmates tried to prove to him how they had been unjustly imprisoned.  All except one man.

   That one man sat quietly in a corner, while all the rest protested their innocence.  Seeing him sitting there oblivious to the commotion, the king asked him what he was there for.  "Armed robbery, Your Honor."  The king asked, "Were you guilty?"  "Yes, Sir," he answered. "I entirely deserve my punishment."  The king then gave an order to the guard: "Release this guilty man.  I don't want him here corrupting all these innocent people."

Jesus in speaking to the teachers of the law and the Pharisees, the religious leadership of his day, had these words to say….

Matt. 23:23 (NIV)
23“Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You give a tenth of your spices—mint, dill and cumin. But you have neglected the more important matters of the law—justice, mercy and faithfulness. You should have practiced the latter, without neglecting the former.

 Jesus here condemns the religious leadership of his day and charges them with hypocrisy..
 They gave a tenth of all they had to God, and probably made sure everyone knew that they did, but Jesus says they neglected the more important matters of the law---justice, mercy and faithfulness..
 We see their lack of justice illustrated to us when the women caught in the act of adultery is about to be stoned to death but is first brought before Jesus to find out what Jesus would do with her.

 The law said that the adulterer was to be put to death and they were trying to lay a trap for Jesus and get Him to say something contrary to the law.

 Those that were about to stone the woman might have had a legitimate leg to stand on with their charges if they had arrested and brought the man she had fornicated with also-- but they just charged the woman.. Some speculate that the reason they didn’t bring the man involved was because he was one of the Jewish religious leadership. Possibly going to the woman to set her up…But for whatever reason they showed partiality by not charging the man as well.

       Jesus recognized that they we not interested in the administration of justice but that it was all a plot to try to get Him to say or do something that would enable them to come against Him.

  What does Jesus do? He brings them face to face with justice. 
  He stoops down and writes something in the dirt, some feel He possibly writes out each of the 10 commandments, then He stands and says, Let he among you who is without sin cast the first stone..
  Maybe what Jesus scribbled in the dirt was what the Apostle Paul would go on to write in Rom. 3:23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God..
   What happens? All who brought the woman to Jesus drop their stones, bow their heads and walk away.
 Their charges may have been accurate but that didn’t make them just…
 They were not interested in Justice but in fulfilling their own evil desires and Jesus saw right through their deception…
 How does Jesus then respond to the woman?
 He administers mercy…

Jesus straightened up and asked her, “Woman, where are they? Has no one condemned you?”

11“No one, sir,” she said.

“Then neither do I condemn you,” Jesus declared. “Go now and leave your life of sin.”

So was Jesus forsaking justice to administer mercy?

 After all the woman was caught in the act of adultery?

 No! Not at all! The law also said that no one could be condemned without the testimony of at least two witnesses!

 There was no one remaining to bear witness against her! 
So did Jesus just let her off the hook? No! He was merciful to her…neither do I condemn you---but He also held her to account for her actions and behavior--
Now go and leave your life of sin!

Notice He didn’t just say go and don’t commit the sin of adultery anymore but He said go and depart from all sin….
Now go and leave your life of sin…..
One day each of us will one day have to stand before the just judge of the universe.. One day each of us will have to stand before God.
 And guess what? We are all guilty! We all committed the crime! We all have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God!

 The just penalty, the right penalty, the righteous penalty for sinning against God, no matter how large or how small we may view our sins, is eternal separation from God… Spending eternity in hell-- A condition that Scripture describes as the second death.
 God in His Justness pronounced the penalty before the first sin was ever committed by man….

 You are free to eat from any fruit in the garden but on, the tree of the knowledge of good and evil…the day that you eat of it, the day that you disobey me you will surely die!

 The death that God spoke of here as the just penalty for disobedience to him, the just penalty for sinning against an all holy, all righteous God was twofold…First the literal death of this body, and second, the eternal death of a soul separated from His presence forever in hell… 
  And if Justice were the only attribute of God then we would all be without hope because we have all sinned, we are all guilty of the crime and we all deserve to do the time….
 But Justice is not the only attribute of God and aren’t you thankful that it isn’t?

 God is just but He is also loving and He is also merciful!

God’s justice is equal to His love and His love is equal to His mercy and His mercy is equal to His justness and His love!

 God made possible all of these attributes to be applied to the human race through another attribute of God—and that is Grace!

 God sent Jesus to die in our place for our sins..
Eph. 2:8 (NIV)
8For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God—


2 Cor. 5:21 (NIV)
21God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.
 He who knew no sin became a sin sacrifice so that the penalty of sin could be paid and Gods justice satisfied….
 Once Gods justice was satisfied then He could apply His Love, mercy and grace to our lives…
  The cross of Christ is an amazing place…

   All of the attributes of God are revealed to us and come together at the cross!

All the wholeness of God comes together at the cross! His love, His Justice, His mercy and His grace….
Gods love for us is what made the cross possible.

  At the cross Gods mercy is revealed to us. At the cross His justice is satisfied as Jesus takes upon Himself the sins of the whole world. And it is at the cross that we accept His grace.
 What does all of this mean to us?
Simply this…No matter what we have done, no matter how grievously we may have sinned, no matter how wretched a person we may be…We can be forgiven!  

 We can be declared not guilty by the great judge.. We can actually have our sins and lawless deeds removed as far apart from us as east is from west!   Have our sins buried in the deepest sea! Have our sins actually remembered no more by God! 
  God has provided a way for His justice to be fulfilled and our fellowship with Him restored to what He originally intended.
 All that we have to do is
 #1 fess up to the charges, recognize that we are a sinner and have a sorrowing in our heart for sinning against God.
#2 Come to the place of accepting the sacrifice that has been made for our sin so that God’s justice can be satisfied for our sin. Come and by faith lay hold of Jesus.
#3. Then simply allow Jesus to become the Lord of our life.. Giving Him control.. Allowing Him to live His life through us…
  When we do Gods justice will be satisfied for our sin and we can, as the Apostle Paul once said, boldly come before the throne of grace… Recognizing that God is now our Heavenly Father and we his child and as His child an heir, a co-heir with Jesus Christ, our Lord.
 God’s justice will one day be satisfied! It must be!

The question for us is when?

  Will we allow Gods justice to be satisfied now through Jesus, by accepting Him as the atoning sacrifice for our sin and allowing Him to become the Lord and Savior of our life…. or will it be later when our time on earth is over and it will be too late to do anything about it and we will have to pay the price and penalty of our sin ourselves?

 God has left the choice to us? 
 As far as Gods justice is concerned what choice have you made? What choice will you make? Will you choose Jesus and accept the sacrifice that He has made that pays the price and penalty of your sin, or will you refuse to accept Him and one day find yourself paying that price and penalty yourself? 
 The choice God has left up to us…
