Weekly Devotional 4-1-2011 Seasons of Return
“The wind goeth toward the south, and turneth about unto the north; it whirleth about continually, and the wind returneth again according to His circuits.” Ecclesiastics 1:6 (KJV)
As the scripture above speaks of the wind whirling about, but returning to where it came from, so do we if we allow ourselves to be deceived. Our lives from the time we are born until we die have a muse of whirling about; most of the time we are a product of our environment. You read and hear children are taught what they learn. There are people who somehow seem to rise above that. Life is a rainbow stretched between the horizons of the past and an uncertain future. You must consider the difference between deliverance and defeat. If we take a deep look with sincere perspective on our lives we can see in previous times we have went through the same kind of trials at one time or another in the past and we respond to it differently as we grow each year. We grow, we change, we learn from past mistakes. There is nothing so convenient as to tell the truth. The truth is understanding.
This past week I returned! I returned to a recovery group. It is called “Life Recovery.” (Thank you Pastor Dave) I was going to Celebrate Recovery and just felt that it was not working me anymore. Every time we would sit in there and say, “my name is so and so and I am a “recovering” alcoholic or drug addict,” my spirit would rise up. I started saying I am a “recovered” alcoholic and drug addict. This was not perceived well because you are not supposed to say that. You are supposed to have a defeated mind saying you are still recovering. For some that may be true if they are new into the recovery process, but I believe that after being in there for a four years and it helping along with delving into the Word of God, then you need to start claiming the truth. According to Jesus and what He did on the cross I am recovered! I may still fall but we are all sinners and all fall in one way or another, the point is not to stay there! In 2nd Corinthians 5:17 Paul wrote: 
16 So from now on we regard no one from a worldly point of view. Though we once regarded Christ in this way, we do so no longer. 17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come! 18 All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation:
There are times when Satan will rear his ugly head and try to make me fall and fall I may but I do not stay there, I am not defeated in Christ! All falling does is intensified the pain and cause more guilt, anger, frustration and shame that I gave into the lust of my flesh, my carnal desire to numb myself. It is exactly like Paul described in Romans Chapter 7, 
15 I do not understand what I do. For what I want to do I do not do, but what I hate I do. 16 And if I do what I do not want to do, I agree that the law know that nothing good lives in me, that is, in my sinful nature.c For I have the desire to do what is good, but I cannot carry it out. 19 For what I do is not the good I want to do; no, the evil I do not want to do—this I keep on doing. 20 Now if I do what I do not want to do, it is no longer I who do it, but it is sin living in me that does it. 

Am I saying it is right to do this, NO I am saying do not do the thing that makes you weak that detours you relationship with God whatever it may be: over-eating, alcohol, drugs, letting anger get the best of you and on, and on. I am saying turn to God, go to the Word, saturate your mind with the Holy Scripture of God and know that He is working all things together for your good and His glory (Romans 8:28). Satan will do everything to detour you. The appointment with God is the most important appointment you should keep, when He wants to talk to your heart, you need to listen. I tell my grandson when he is not listening that he needs to use his listening ears. Just as a child, we need to use our spiritual ears to listen to the wincing of the Spirit when He is talking to us. Something we do when we suffer is to feel sorry for ourselves in the situation. I want you to consider something else, value your suffering as a catalyst to prayer. Go to God in prayer He is listening. 

The thing I have learned about seasons of return is that eventually as you are delving into the Word of God and letting it sink in, the seasons of return get shorter and farther in between. Sometimes we must be annihilated to be “born again”. If the soul of a person and their conscience really wants to rid him or herself of the evil that distresses them, there is a divine grace which will lift the burden of that evil off. We have to allow that grace to come in and do its part. By no less genuine process than this can we get free. Don’t think for a moment that God does not know you are going to make the mistakes you may make. He knows every hair on your head, (Matthew 10:30).
The basis of belief is NEED if you truly believe that you need something there is your hope. HOPE and FAITH are the certainty of a reality being fully experienced. When you have belief you have hope and when you have hope, nothing can put that light out but you, nothing can dim that glow inside your soul except for you, never give up. Believe in what the Psalmist says in Psalm 71:14 “but I will hope continuously, and will yet praise thee more and more.”
Sometimes we feel as if the bottom has dropped out and we see no possible way we can go on. In these times is when we need to draw closer to Jesus than we even think we can be. We cannot cure our inner unrest only Jesus can do that by our permission. Many people pray for several different reasons. These reasons are generally when they have suffered a great loss or a personal one the loss of a job, a spouse, a child. They are seeking the answers to questions in their season of life through prayer. So use that prayer to drawer closer to Him who loves you the most. When you let go of your pain and turn it over to God it can become a powerful source of leading you down the path of discovery of your own personal strength that you did not know you had. Even Paul struggled with his innermost desire to pray adequately, he wrote in Romans 8:26: 
“Likewise the Spirit also helps our infirmities: (us in our weakness), for we know not what we should pray for as we ought: but the Spirit itself makes intercession for us with groaning which cannot be uttered.” 
In deep prayer such as this is when we experience the ever-present and unconditional love of our all mighty Father God who is waiting there for us. Below I have linked a teaching from Alistair Begg from this morning that inspired me to write this devotional, I hope it is useful to you.
http://www.truthforlife.org/broadcasts/latest-aired/
