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TITLE: Foundations Part 2
TEXT: Gen. 1:1-28, 2:19-25;  Mt. 19:4-6; Jn. 8:34-36, 8:31-32;
            Col. 2:8; Luke 4:18-19
INTRODUCTION: I want to continue on what we talked about last week about the Church’s need to get back to foundational teaching from God’s Word to combat the secular humanism that is rampant in America today and threatens to lead us into a post-Christian era in America. 
In David Lanes America Renewal Project newsletter this past week it said this. 

“Current studies show that only 10% of Christians have a Biblical worldview; only 14% read the Bible on a daily basis, and only 2.8% of American pastors are willing to apply the Bible to current issues,” asserts WallBuilders’ David Barton.   The American tragedy is that secularism has saturated the modern culture with its pagan worldview and feral values.  “Ninety percent of all of the first-time voters voted for Hillary [2016 election]. That is one of the highest levels of support she received from any group - first-time voters. Thus, just because church people get registered to vote does not mean they will vote in a Biblical or conservative direction. 
 Last week I talked about how the secularist in this country have used Darwinism, the theory of Evolution, as a springboard to embrace and promote such things as Abortion, homosexuality and transgenderism, violent crime including murder in some cases along with many other things Gods Word clearly says in wrong and destructive to society.

 I also talked about how from just then first 11 chapters of Genesis God has given us answers to these questions from a Biblical worldview.
 We will address some of these this morning to help you both fight and win in the culture war that is raging within our country today.

 First the Biblical account of Creation.                           Genesis 1:1-28 (NIV) 1 (NIV)  In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 
2  Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters. 
3  And God said, "Let there be light," and there was light. 
4  God saw that the light was good, and he separated the light from the darkness. 
5  God called the light "day," and the darkness he called "night." And there was evening, and there was morning--the first day. 
6  And God said, "Let there be an expanse between the waters to separate water from water." 
7  So God made the expanse and separated the water under the expanse from the water above it. And it was so. 
8  God called the expanse "sky." And there was evening, and there was morning--the second day. 
9  And God said, "Let the water under the sky be gathered to one place, and let dry ground appear." And it was so. 
10  God called the dry ground "land," and the gathered waters he called "seas." And God saw that it was good. 
11  Then God said, "Let the land produce vegetation: seed-bearing plants and trees on the land that bear fruit with seed in it, according to their various kinds." And it was so. 
12  The land produced vegetation: plants bearing seed according to their kinds and trees bearing fruit with seed in it according to their kinds. And God saw that it was good. 
13  And there was evening, and there was morning--the third day. 

14  And God said, "Let there be lights in the expanse of the sky to separate the day from the night, and let them serve as signs to mark seasons and days and years, 
15  and let them be lights in the expanse of the sky to give light on the earth." And it was so. 
16  God made two great lights--the greater light to govern the day and the lesser light to govern the night. He also made the stars. 
17  God set them in the expanse of the sky to give light on the earth, 
18  to govern the day and the night, and to separate light from darkness. And God saw that it was good. 
19  And there was evening, and there was morning--the fourth day. 
20  And God said, "Let the water teem with living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth across the expanse of the sky." 
21  So God created the great creatures of the sea and every living and moving thing with which the water teems, according to their kinds, and every winged bird according to its kind. And God saw that it was good. 
22  God blessed them and said, "Be fruitful and increase in number and fill the water in the seas, and let the birds increase on the earth." 
23  And there was evening, and there was morning--the fifth day. 
24  And God said, "Let the land produce living creatures according to their kinds: livestock, creatures that move along the ground, and wild animals, each according to its kind." And it was so. 
25  God made the wild animals according to their kinds, the livestock according to their kinds, and all the creatures that move along the ground according to their kinds. And God saw that it was good. 
26  Then God said, "Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and let them rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the earth, and over all the creatures that move along the ground." 
27  So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them. 
28  God blessed them and said to them, "Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air and over every living creature that moves on the ground." 
 God spoke creation into existence. Not in any kind of just random order but by His creative design.
Darwin’s theory of Evolution believes that human beings have evolved from a lesser animal form or as Darwin calls it lower ancestor such as an ape. 

God’s Word says 27  So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them. 
28  God blessed them and said to them, "Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air and over every living creature that moves on the ground." 
 The Hebrew word for image is:
tseh'-lem  meaning to shade; a phantom, i.e. illusion, resemblance; hence a representative figure

 Man was not created as God but kind of like Him. Created with some of his attributes and characteristics.

 The animals were created not millions of years beforehand but created on the same day!

Genesis 1:24-25 (NIV) 
24 (NIV)  And God said, "Let the land produce living creatures according to their kinds: livestock, creatures that move along the ground, and wild animals, each according to its kind." And it was so. 
25  God made the wild animals according to their kinds, the livestock according to their kinds, and all the creatures that move along the ground according to their kinds. And God saw that it was good.
26  Then God said, "Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and let them rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the earth, and over all the creatures that move along the ground." 
31 (NIV)  God saw all that he had made, and it was very good. And there was evening, and there was morning--the sixth day.
Both Animals and Man were created on the sixth day..

Man did not descend from the ape but he was there to give the ape its name…
Genesis 2:19-20 (NIV) 
19 (NIV)  Now the LORD God had formed out of the ground all the beasts of the field and all the birds of the air. He brought them to the man to see what he would name them; and whatever the man called each living creature, that was its name. 
20  So the man gave names to all the livestock, the birds of the air and all the beasts of the field. 
 This also speaks of intelligent design from creation.

Adam was created in God’s image and likeness and would of had an extreme intelligence. We still use the same names for much of the animal kingdom that Adam gave them.

Man’s worldview would have us believe that primitive man just grunted and had very low intelligence but just the opposite is true.

 Man is not getting wiser but we are a lot less intelligent than our ancestors were.

 We think we are smarter today but our intelligence today is largely subsidized by the computer and the internet.

The ancient Egyptians for example did miraculous feats with raw intelligence. Masters at Mathematics and physics and architecture they built the pyramids and their cities that still marvel the world today. 
  They had no cranes or bulldozers or end loaders or electric power tools and yet they cut and moved stones in place that weighed several tons each and in a precision that baffles most minds today.
 And as intelligent as they were they were a lot less intelligent than Adam and Eve would have been because of the degenerative nature of sin.

 We don’t know more than our ancestors did we just know how access the information that they had in their heads.
 I worked in the grocery business for 22 years and it was during a time period when the calculator was made at a price where the common person could afford to buy one. It was also during the time period that grocery stores went from ringing up items that were manually priced with ink to when scanners and computers took over and cashiers just had to drag a can over a scanner.
 If the power went out our older cashiers that grew up with the old system would work circles around our younger cashiers that had not...What the older cashiers could do in their head the younger ones needed a calculator to help them out.

The older ones institutively knew that at a 5% tax rate on a ten dollar order was .50 cents. Most of the younger cashiers needed a calculator to figure that out.

 There is a huge difference between knowing information personally and just knowing how to access information…

  It is doubtful that early 19th century authors such as Edgar Allen Poe, Charles Dickens, Washington Erving or Walt Wittman needed spell check….I do!

God would have created man with an astounding intelligence---Sin has and is eroding man’s intelligence.   

It is said that the geniuses among us only utilize 5% of their mental capacity ---What has happened to the other 95%?  The progressive deprivation of sin…
 Secularist believes that the universe started with just a big Bang and that matter somehow just came together and formed the universe. In other words everything just came from nothing.
 God’s Word speaks of Divine design.

  According to the big bang theory and Darwinism a house could just come into being on its own, or matter evolve into a house.

 Is it plausible that a house can just evolve into an organized structure from a tree without design?
 If to create a house, requires an ‘intelligent designer’. Surely something far far more complex like, for example our brain, DNA, a bird, a flower etc, also requires an ‘intelligent designer’….
  God has given us minds to determine reason.

 Which idea, man’s Word or God’s Word, is more reasonable when we reflect upon the complexity of creation and the wonder of our own bodies?

A Big Bang sometime in the billions of years ago creating something out of nothing or that everything was designed by the intelligent design of God? 

 Really, what seems more reasonable to you?

 Another thing I want to look at this morning from God’s word is marriage..

 Man’s word has turned the concept of marriage up-side-down and twisted it to a degree that it is unrecognizable from its original intent.

 Where did marriage begin or what is the origin of marriage from God’s Word?

Genesis 2:20-25 (NIV) 20 (NIV)  So the man gave names to all the livestock, the birds of the air and all the beasts of the field. But for Adam no suitable helper was found. 
21  So the LORD God caused the man to fall into a deep sleep; and while he was sleeping, he took one of the man's ribs and closed up the place with flesh. 
22  Then the LORD God made a woman from the rib he had taken out of the man, and he brought her to the man. 

23  The man said, "This is now bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; she shall be called 'woman,' for she was taken out of man." 
24  For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and they will become one flesh. 
25  The man and his wife were both naked, and they felt no shame. 

 Woman was created to be a help meet for man.
One to come along side to bring about completeness.

24  For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and they will become one flesh. 
25  The man and his wife were both naked, and they felt no shame. 

The word for man used here is 
eesh= a man as an individual or a male person
The word used for woman is:

ish-shaw'=  woman, wife,  female 

From a Biblical Worldview Gay marriage is an oxymoron…Marriage is an religious institution.
Marriage was established and ordained by God in the beginning. 24  For this reason a man (male) will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, (Female) and they will become one flesh. 
One Flesh comes from Hebrew baw-sawr' which means flesh (from its freshness); by extension body, person 
The Scriptural aspect of two uniting together and becoming one flesh is not possible for two people of the same gender.

The man and his wife were commanded to procreate, to fill the earth and subdue it.

 Procreation is only possible through the man and the woman.

Two people of the same gender cannot reproduce. Which is one of the main reasons for a marriage.

 You may have a ceremony between two people of the same gender and call it marriage but the fact remains that it cannot in fact be a marriage for true marriage is a religious institution not a social contract.

 You can call a squirrel a rabbit if you want to but that will not make the squirrel a rabbit in reality.

Jesus reiterates this in the New Testament…

Matthew 19:4-6 (NIV) 4 (NIV)  "Haven't you read," he replied, "that at the beginning the Creator 'made them male and female,' 5  and said, 'For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh'? 
6  So they are no longer two, but one. Therefore what God has joined together, let man not separate."
 Several years ago Gay rights activist hijacked the civil rights movement and strived to make gay rights a civil rights issue.
 Within a short time period they went after the institution of marriage.

 For decades now two people of the same gender can live together if they choose and do whatever they wish behind closed doors. 

 So why go after marriage?

 Two reasons I believe. One is about money.

To strive to be able to get things such as family insurance rates through employers and insurance companies, better tax rates on their income taxes and social security survivor benefits.

 But the other reason I think runs a lot deeper and may even be more subliminal in nature.

 As society has become more and more secularized and Gay rights has become more and more socially acceptable the one area that had remained out of their grasp was marriage.
 I believe that deep within every one of us, in our sinful natures, there lays a deep conviction of right and wrong.
  We often try to suppress conviction of our sinfulness by striving to make our sins acceptable especially in our own hearts and minds rather than recognizing them as sin which will call for repentance and a turning away from them if we want to be released from that natural conviction which we have.
 The one thing that some in the homosexual community believed was that if they could take on the identification of marriage, which is a religious institution, they would not feel that conviction any longer and eventually force into silence their last area of societal opposition, the Church. I believe that it was a striving, possibly on a subliminal level, to silence the Church and bring their lifestyle completely into the mainstream of society.

 Now that they have achieved marriage rights in many states I imagine that the inner lack of peace they may have about their lifestyle is still there buried in the recesses of their hearts. As it will be until they see it as sin against God and repent.

 Marriage for many in our nation today whether homosexual or heterosexual is not seen as a religious institution, ordained by God that is meant to be between one man and one woman until death but seen as just a social contract.
 A contract that can be made null and void if both parties agree.

 In reality it is Satan’s attack on the family foundation that God intended for a society to be built. A foundation built upon God’s Word.

 All sexual sin is really a satanic assault on the foundation of the family when you think about it.

 Whether it be homosexuality, Adultery or fornication of any kind.

  One no better or worse than the other in God’s eyes but all are the same. Each go contrary to His command and His will for us and all are destructive to the foundation of family that God intended.

  If we seem to speak more about the sin of homosexuality within the Church than other sexual sins it is not because it is any worse than any other sexual sin. But I think it is because it is the only sexual sin with an element of activism attached to it. Activism to strive to force its acceptance within society.

 I mean you don’t see adultery rights activism, or fornication rights activism or pedophilia rights activism.

 So within the Church we do not preach against the people caught up in the homosexual lifestyle but we speak to the activist element that is striving to normalize the behavior within society.
 Homosexuality is specifically listed in the Word of God as sin.

See Duet 23:18, 1st Co. 6:9-10.  But so is Adultery, fornication, drunkards, slanders, swindler’s, thieves, liars, gossips plus many other human behaviors.
  And in  God’s eyes one no worse than the other but all the same….Simply sin. Sin that will separate us from His Kingdom  if we do not repent of them.

Please hear this this morning!

GOD IS NOT ANGRY WITH THE HOMOSEXUAL.

He loves them and His heart breaks for them because of the bondage that they are in. And we should feel the same way.
 His desire is the same for them that He has for each and every one of us! To be set free from sins hold on our life. Whatever hold of sin that may be.
John 8:34-36 (NIV) 34 (NIV)  Jesus replied, "I tell you the truth, everyone who sins is a slave to sin. 
35  Now a slave has no permanent place in the family, but a son belongs to it forever. 
36  So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.
How is it the Son of God sets us free?
John 8:31-32 (NIV) 31 (NIV)  To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, "If you hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples. 
32  Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free." 
  Whatever sin we find ourselves in bondage to it is only the Word of Truth, the Word of God that has the power to free us from it. We just need to hold to its teachings! Be a doer of God’s Word and not just a hearer of it.
 In Darwinism and the theory of evolution there is no God so there is really no one we are accountable to but ourselves.
 And therein lays the problem…..

Colossians 2:8 (NIV2011)  See to it that no one takes you captive through hollow and deceptive philosophy, which depends on human tradition and the elemental spiritual forces of this world rather than on Christ. 

See to it that no one takes you captive through hollow and deceptive philosophy, which depends on human tradition…. rather than on Christ. 

 Darwinism is humanism in its purest form.  

It is a hollow and deceptive philosophy, which depends on human tradition and the elemental spiritual forces of this world rather than on Christ. 
Pray that the Lord loosens its grasp on the minds and hearts of our peoples, especially our children’s…Being replaced by the objective truth of God’s Word.
       Church, as Christians we all have a responsibility and a calling and a part to play in this.         
Luke 4:18-19 (NIV2011) 18  “The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to set the oppressed free, 19  to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” 

 Church, we have been anointed to proclaim the good news of the Gospel, to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and to set the oppressed, those held captive by their sins free. 
 We will only be able to do that as we hold on to a biblical worldview and tell others about the awesome love that Christ has for them…A love, that if fully embraced, will set the captive free from any and all bondage to sins hold.

  Will we embrace a Biblical worldview in our lives and will we meet the challenge set before us?

