11

TITLE: Putting the Cart before the Horse
Scriptures: Jn. 18:4-11, 15-17, 25-27; Acts 1:4-5,7-8;
Acts 2:22-24; 1 Cor. 1:26-29, 9:16,; Heb. 11:1; 1 cor.13: 8-12

 Introduction: Have you ever heard the phrase: Putting the cart before the horse? Have you ever stopped to think about just what that means? Say you have a cart that needs to get to the top of a hill and you have a horse to help you get it there so you put the cart first and then the horse behind and expect the horse to get the cart up the hill pushing from behind. Now you may eventually get the cart to the top of the hill but it will be a whole lot more difficult than it needs to be. If it is a big cart  the horse may not be able to see what lies ahead of him and ends up putting the cart in a ditch.

 The best way to get the cart up the hill is put the horse ahead of the cart and let him pull or lead the cart up the hill….

Sometimes the Disciples of Christ found themselves doing just that, putting the cart before the horse..
  We see one such time at the arrest of Jesus in the Garden the night before His crucifixion....

John 18:4-11 4 Jesus, knowing all that was going to happen to him, went out and asked them, “Who is it you want?” 
5  “Jesus of Nazareth,” they replied. “I am he,” Jesus said. (And Judas the traitor was standing there with them.) 
6  When Jesus said, “I am he,” they drew back and fell to the ground. 
7  Again he asked them, “Who is it you want?” “Jesus of Nazareth,” they said. 
8  Jesus answered, “I told you that I am he. If you are looking for me, then let these men go.” 
9  This happened so that the words he had spoken would be fulfilled: “I have not lost one of those you gave me.” 
10  Then Simon Peter, who had a sword, drew it and struck the high priest’s servant, cutting off his right ear. (The servant’s name was Malchus.) 
11  Jesus commanded Peter, “Put your sword away! Shall I not drink the cup the Father has given me?” 
 And then we have the denial of Christ by Peter later that same night.

John 18:15-17  Simon Peter and another disciple were following Jesus. Because this disciple was known to the high priest, he went with Jesus into the high priest’s courtyard, 
16  but Peter had to wait outside at the door. The other disciple, who was known to the high priest, came back, spoke to the servant girl on duty there and brought Peter in. 17  “You aren’t one of this man’s disciples too, are you?” she asked Peter. He replied, “I am not.” 

 John 18:25-27 Meanwhile, Simon Peter was still standing there warming himself. So they asked him, “You aren’t one of his disciples too, are you?” He denied it, saying, “I am not.” 
26  One of the high priest’s servants, a relative of the man whose ear Peter had cut off, challenged him, “Didn’t I see you with him in the garden?” 
27  Again Peter denied it, and at that moment a rooster began to crow. 
 Fulfilling the words Jesus had spoken to Peter earlier that day: Peter, before the rooster crows you will deny me three times.

Peter was not just a disciple of Christ but he was one of the inner circle of friends of Jesus along with James and John.  They were Jesus closest friends.
 Peter took it upon himself  to try to defend Jesus when he drew his sword and took off the ear of Malchus. But when Jesus told him to put his sword away Peter felt defenseless and he along with the rest of the disciples, ran away.
What was the problem here? They tried to put the cart before the horse!

Let’s see what happens when they get it right a few weeks later and put the horse before the cart in their walk with the Lord.
 Acts 1:4-5 4 On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them this command: “Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak about. 
5  For John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.”
Acts 1:7-8 7 He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own authority. 
8  But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”
 In Acts chapter 2 the promised Holy Spirit comes upon each of the disciples  along with 109 other believers and they are all filled to the full with the Holy Spirit.
 What happens? They received Power!

Shortly after this Peter, the one who had previously denied even knowing who Jesus was out of fear for himself stands before some of the very ones who were responsible for Jesus death and boldly says this:
Acts 2:22-24 22  “Fellow Israelites, listen to this: Jesus of Nazareth was a man accredited by God to you by miracles, wonders and signs, which God did among you through him, as you yourselves know. 
23  This man was handed over to you by God’s deliberate plan and foreknowledge; and you, with the help of wicked men, put him to death by nailing him to the cross.
  24  But God raised him from the dead, freeing him from the agony of death, because it was impossible for death to keep its hold on him.
 Wow! What had come over Peter here? How could he now stand and so boldly Proclaim the Gospel getting right in their face…. and you, with the help of wicked men, put him to death by nailing him to the cross. 

 What had gotten into Peter here to give him such boldness, such fearlessness?
 The Holy Spirit had gotten into him..
 He received power when the Holy Spirit came upon him…

 Now he had it right! He put the horse in front of the cart and now he could see where he was going and had the power to get there…

  Are you someone who tries to put the cart before the horse at times? Put the cart before the horse in your relationship with the Lord and find that Christianity is really a struggle for you..

 You just can’t quite get it? You feel powerless in your struggle with sin? Keep tripping over the same old stumbling blocks never seeming to be able to get it right.
 This happens to us a lot I think when we find ourselves struggling in our walk with the Lord and when we do it is most often because we are trying to put the cart before the horse.

The cart is our life and the horse in the Holy Spirit.

The Holy Spirit is meant to be out in front leading not in behind pushing! 

 The Holy Spirit is a true gentleman. He never pushes or shoves but He only will lead.

 And in order to lead we have to be willing to be led.

I have really struggled with this over the years because I am a “I can do it better myself” kind of guy.

Sometimes that has gotten me in a lot of trouble…

 In my mid 30”s my mom was widowed and the house that she lived in she decided to have someone come in and panel a downstairs bedroom. This was an old house and at one time the bedroom had been a kitchen and there was an old plaster covered chimney going up one of the walls.

 I happened to be on vacation that week so I told her why don’t I come over and take down that chimney so the guy doing the paneling could just run straight across the wall and not have to panel around that hump on the wall.
  I grew up in that old two story house and there had never been a chimney come out the roof so in my mind the only chimney I had to deal with is what I could see, from about ½ way up the wall to the ceiling.

 When I had all the plaster knocked off and had three sides of the bricks removed and was starting to take out the bricks along the back an 8 foot section of chimney that ran through and old upstairs closet came crashing down on my left arm causing a double compound fracture and my hand was stuck under the bricks.
 5 years and 12 surgeries later humpty dumpty was put back together as well as they could do it.

 Obviously I am not a construction or destruction talented person yet I thought I can do it better myself. 

You think a person would learn…
 A few year back one of the large trees on our east parking had a large limb about 20 foot long and 7-8 inch diameter coming out into our yard that I decided needed to come off.

Even though I have never taken down a tree in my life---you guessed it—I can do it better myself. I mean, how hard can it be.
  8 foot up on a ladder against the base of the tree I started cutting on the limb with an electric chain saw.

About half way through the limb  snapped, sprung back and caught me under my armpit, threw me another 5-6 feet in the air and when I hit the ground my shoulder made contact with the street curbing. 
 After 4 surgeries I have a total shoulder replacement of my right arm.

 As much trouble as this can get us into in life in general it can be even worse when we approach our relationship with God with I can do it better myself attitude.
 Most often what happens is the harder we try the more often we fail.

 Christianity is the one place in life where surrender is necessary before victory…

 It is coming before God recognizing that we can’t!

Recognizing that we can’t but that God can!

 Let me let you in on a little secret this morning. I can’t do what I stand up here every Sunday morning and do. In and of myself I can’t even say I have the desire to do it. In and of myself I am more of an introvert. I have no desire in myself to get up before a crowd. So every Sunday I find that I am very dependent upon the Holy Spirit.

   Now the plus side of this is that I never really struggle with whether it is me just wanting to be noticed or up front or whether it is God. It is always God! This is one area in my life where I know that I cannot do it myself.

 I think that the people that like to get up and speak and be noticed have a constant battle of is this me or is this God.. Or at least they should have.
My absolute favorite Scriptures is: 1 cor. 1:26-29.

  Back when I first felt God leading me into the ministry and I was struggling with a sinner such as myself being worthy of that calling God brought me to this Scripture.
 1 Corinthians 1:26-29 26   Brothers, think of what you were when you were called. Not many of you were wise by human standards; not many were influential; not many were of noble birth. 
27  But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the weak things of the world to shame the strong. 
28  He chose the lowly things of this world and the despised things--and the things that are not--to nullify the things that are, 
29  so that no one may boast before him.
Did you catch that?   But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the weak things of the world to shame the strong. 
  He chose the lowly things of this world and the despised things--and the things that are nothing in the world’s eyes--to nullify the things that are,   so that no one may boast before him.
You see, I never have anything to boast before the Lord about in my service to Him because I know that it is all Him….

But as the apostle Paul said:
1 Corinthians 9: 16 (NIV) 16  Yet when I preach the gospel, I cannot boast, for I am compelled to preach. Woe to me if I do not preach the gospel!
 Because that is the calling, in all of my personal deficiencies, that God has called me to do.

In other areas of my life I am still learning to put the horse before the cart…Allow the Holy Spirit to lead and I follow His leading.

Sometime I still get it wrong and get the cart of my life ahead of the horse of the Holy Spirit….And it never works out well….

 God loves to take the weak in the worlds eyes, the despised in the eyes of this world, the lowly of this world, the people that are nothing in the eyes of this world because we know that whatever good we may do it is all God and not us.
But any service we do for God, any personal growth that we may have as a Christian will require that we put the horse of the Holy Spirit before the Cart of our life.

 And that will always require surrender on our part. Realizing that we cannot do it ourselves but that we need Him.

When we put Him first, place Him in the front of our life through our true surrender to Him He will lead.. We will get to where He is directing us to go.

The Greek word often translated as surrender is: paradidōmiPhonetic par-ad-id'-o-mee 
from <G3844> (para) and <G1325> (didomi); to surrender, i.e. yield up, intrust, transmit, bring forth, cast, commit, deliver (up), give (over, up).
 Surrender is not an easy thing to do especially if you are an “I can do it better myself” kind of person.
 Without surrender what we find is that we often question God. Even doubt God.

 We ask how could a loving God allow this or that to happen.

 I have done funerals for young people as well as the aged.
 A child dies and it is difficult to understand why. Why would God allow such a thing to happen?

 The answer---I have no idea! You have no idea!

And if we have never come to a place of complete surrender to the Lord these questions usually lead us to doubt about God. To doubt His goodness. To doubt that He is a loving God. Doubt that He really cares or even doubt if He even exists.

 Surrender does not mean that we will have all the answers  to the why’s of life.
 Surrender just gives us the assurance that regardless of what happens God has a plan for us and His plan is always what is best.

You see God is Omniscient, He is all knowing, He sees past, present and future in one glance.

 Possibly He may see something so horrific in ones future that His grace takes them so they don’t have to go through it. 

 He may see something that may cause someone bound for Heaven that would cause them to turn from Him and end up in hell so in His mercy He takes them home what we would consider early.

  I can remember something that Pat Boone said in the late 1960’s or early 70’s during the cold war. When being interview the vocal Christian singer/actor was asked about his faith and how it related to his children. The subject came up about what if we were invaded by the Soviet Union and they took over the country and Pat Boone said that he would rather his children die now then to live under a godless communism. This drew distain from the man interviewing him and a lot of people who heard him say it.
 He went on to explain: My young children all have a personal relationship with Christ and if they were to die tomorrow I know that they would go and be with Jesus. 
  If they had to grow up under a godless communism they might come to a place of turning from God and end up in hell so I would rather lose them to Heaven now as to possibly lose them to hell later.
Pat Boone had put the Horse before the cart….

I cannot give you the answers to why God allows what He sometime seems to allow to happen….

 But I know that whatever God does or does not do is always the right thing to do whether I understand it or not.

Hebrews 11:1 (NIV)   Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see. 
This kind of faith will require a heart surrendered to God…
Our putting the horse of the Holy Spirit ahead of the cart of our life.

There will come a day when we will get an answer to all the questions and the why’s of this life.

1 Corinthians 13:8-12 8 Love never fails. But where there are prophecies, they will cease; where there are tongues, they will be stilled; where there is knowledge, it will pass away. 
9  For we know in part and we prophesy in part, 
10  but when completeness comes, what is in part disappears. 
11  When I was a child, I talked like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I put the ways of childhood behind me. 
12  For now we see only a reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I am fully known.
 This is talking about a time in our future when we stand before the Lord that we will be given instant understanding to all the why’s and mysteries of life..
12  For now we see only a reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I am fully known.
  And guess what? What we may see as tragedy now we will one day praise God for when we know as we are fully known…..
 Until then? Always strive to put the horse of the Holy Spirit in front of the cart of our life…Surrendering our all to Him who gave His all for us….
When we do we will find that we don’t have to have all the answers…We can just trust in a good God that does.

This morning, in your walk with the Lord, have you put the cart before the horse? Does much about God and what God does or does not do cause you to doubt at times? Do you find that there is much you just don’t get about God? Find yourself questioning His goodness at times?

 Then I would ask have you ever come to the place of surrender? Recognizing that God is God and that in Him is total and complete goodness and perfection and He always does what is best whether we understand it at the time or not.

 Surrender is what allows us to put the horse of the Holy Spirit in front leading the cart of our life.

 And wherever the Holy Spirit leads us we can be at rest and be assured that we are going in the right direction to a glorious destination….
Close I surrender all


