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TITLE: Asa’s Folly

TEXT: 2 chr. 16:1-14; Ps. 20:6-7; Pr. 3:5-6; Is. 12:2;

Nahum 1:7; Jn. 14:1

INTRODUCTION: One of the tremendous things about the Word of God is the way that God uses both the good and the bad things that His people have done as examples to us. Examples of what to do and what not to do to be successful in our walk with the Lord.

 Often the bad examples in Scripture come from men who are for the most part godly men.

 King David was a man accredited by God to be a man after His own heart yet it is a negative example of David’s life that is possibly the most prevalent in the lessons that we can learn from the life of King David. 
 When apathy led David to stay at home when he should have been out on the battlefield leading and encouraging his men. Yet at a time when kings go out to war David stayed in Jerusalem…. He then committed adultery with an officer in his army’s wife getting her pregnant and when not able to cover up the affair he has the husband killed.

 David was repentant and came clean with God and was forgiven but his sin still cost him much….

  We can learn from David’s negative example. Learn what not to do, never place ourselves in a compromising position and when we do fail repentance and confession needs be our first response.

 There is another such man in Scripture that we can learn much from by both the negative and positive examples that he has left us and that is a man named Asa.

 2 Chronicles 16:1-14 ( NIV ) 1In the thirty-sixth year of Asa’s reign Baasha king of Israel went up against Judah and fortified Ramah to prevent anyone from leaving or entering the territory of Asa king of Judah. 

2Asa then took the silver and gold out of the treasuries of the LORD’S temple and of his own palace and sent it to Ben-Hadad king of Aram, who was ruling in Damascus.  3“Let there be a treaty between me and you,” he said, “as there was between my father and your father. See, I am sending you silver and gold. Now break your treaty with Baasha king of Israel so he will withdraw from me.”
4Ben-Hadad agreed with King Asa and sent the commanders of his forces against the towns of Israel. They conquered Ijon, Dan, Abel Maim  and all the store cities of Naphtali.  5When Baasha heard this, he stopped building Ramah and abandoned his work.  6Then King Asa brought all the men of Judah, and they carried away from Ramah the stones and timber Baasha had been using. With them he built up Geba and Mizpah.
7At that time Hanani the seer came to Asa king of Judah and said to him: “Because you relied on the king of Aram and not on the LORD your God, the army of the king of Aram has escaped from your hand.  8Were not the Cushites? Yet when you relied on the LORD, he delivered them into your hand.  9For the eyes of the LORD range throughout the earth to strengthen those whose hearts are fully committed to him. You have done a foolish thing, and from now on you will be at war.”  and Libyans a mighty army with great numbers of chariots and horsemen
10Asa was angry with the seer because of this; he was so enraged that he put him in prison. At the same time Asa brutally oppressed some of the people.
11The events of Asa’s reign, from beginning to end, are written in the book of the kings of Judah and Israel.  12In the thirty-ninth year of his reign Asa was afflicted with a disease in his feet. 

Though his disease was severe, even in his illness he did not seek help from the LORD, but only from the physicians.  13Then in the forty-first year of his reign Asa died and rested with his fathers.  14They buried him in the tomb that he had cut out for himself in the City of David. They laid him on a bier covered with spices and various blended perfumes, and they made a huge fire in his honor. 

 Asa was king of Judah at the time Baasha was king of Israel.

 Asa King of Judah was the great grandson of King Solomon. Asa was a remarkably modern man.

 No, he didn’t have the technology or the historical perspective that we have, but his approach to his problems fits the modern era nicely.

 Though King Asa had begun his reign with a wholehearted devotion to God and had the heart of a spiritual reformer, he ended up living a life of passive faithlessness.

Though Asa had removed the idols from the land of Judah he had not completely removed them from his own heart. He became a very secular man.

 In previous chapters it tells how King Asa had a whole hearted devotion and reliance upon God.

 His prophet here reminds him of such a time…..
8Were not the Cushites and Libyans a mighty army with great numbers of chariots and horsemen? Yet when you relied on the LORD, he delivered them into your hand.  9For the eyes of the LORD range throughout the earth to strengthen those whose hearts are fully committed to him. You have done a foolish thing, and from now on you will be at war.”

 Years earlier in a previous battle when the Cushites and Libyans came against Asa and Judah with vastly larger and more well equipped armies, King Asa prayed to God and relied upon His strength and God delivered his enemy into his hands.

 In this chapter king Asa twice makes a foolish mistake.

 He trusted in something other than his God.
 When the King of Israel attacked him Asa’s first response was not in seeking the help of the Lord but it was to make a pact with the pagan Syrians for protection.

 The prophet Hanani comes to Asa with these words of truth and admonition….

9For the eyes of the LORD range throughout the earth to strengthen those whose hearts are fully committed to him.
 You have done a foolish thing, and from now on you will be at war.”
9For the eyes of the LORD range throughout the earth to strengthen those whose hearts are fully committed to him.
 God is actually searching for hearts devoted to Him in order that He can bless them..
 He wants to protect, to guide and to provide for His children…
 He is never reluctant unless we’re not devoted to Him.
 Asa should have learned that lesson but he didn’t….
He came down with a severe disease that led him, not first to the Lord, but first to doctors. His secular mind sought out kings and physicians as his first resort and God as his last.

 I think that Asa would fit into our culture today very well.

This was a challenge to me personally.

Let me ask a question?

 Where do you first go when you’re in trouble? 

Have you, like myself, made the mistake at times of going to the doctor first and then praying to God only when the medicine fails?

 Do we feel that our only national hope is in our political treaties and legislations and seldom seek God for the national good unless great tragedy strikes?

 Have we often though of God as but a means to fill in the gaps around our science, technology, economics, business strategies, and other means of secular competence?

 Science, medicine, law, business, and every other aspect of modern know-how do not need to conflict with God.
 None of these things are wrong; in fact, God is the author of all of these things: Science, medicine, law, business, and every other aspect of modern know-how -. They just cannot be our hope. The place that we turn to first.
 God is to always be our first response. He may often then lead us into one of these other areas to work in our life as a blessing through them but our first response always needs to be God..
 King David offers us these insightful words in:

Psalms 20:6-7 ( NIV ) 6    Now I know that the LORD saves his anointed;  he answers him from his holy heaven  with the saving power of his right hand.
7    Some trust in chariots and some in horses,
    but we trust in the name of the LORD our God.

 Chariots and horses speak to the power and ingenuity of man.
 Back in that day the horse and the chariot were the most powerful of weapons…The equivalent of our tanks and Bradley armored personnel carriers today. 

 David pointed out a truth that is just as true for us as Christians today as it was for Gods people in his day…

6    Now I know that the LORD saves his anointed; 

    he answers him from his holy heaven with the 

    saving power of his right hand.
    Some trust in chariots and some in horses,
    but we trust in the name of the LORD our God!
I know that the LORD saves his anointed; 

    he answers him from his holy heaven
    with the saving power of his right hand.

 Who is the Lords anointed here that He has promised to save?
The word used for anointed here is:

maw-shee'-akh
 anointed; usually a consecrated person (as a king, priest, or saint)

As a Born again believer in Jesus Christ we are the anointed that God has promised to save with the saving power of His right hand.

Just as a side note here the Hebrew word for right hand is:

yaw-meen'
the right hand or side (leg, eye) of a person or other object (as the stronger and more dexterous); 

The right hand of God signifies the power and strength of God.
After the ascension Jesus went and sat down at the right hand of God. Jesus occupies the place of God’s power.
In a prophetic sense this verse is telling us of the saving power of Jesus…
I know that the LORD saves his anointed;  he answers him from his holy heaven with the saving power of his right hand.
Jesus is that saving power!

Jesus is the right hand of God!

So what does that mean for you and I today?

The same thing that it meant to David in his day.
 Some trust in chariots and some in horses, but we trust in the name of the LORD our God!
 A good test of where our trust really lies is who or what is it that we first go to in our times of need.
 Is our first thought the doctor or our accountant, or our government, or our friends or family or is it God that occupies our first thoughts in times of need?

 Whoever or whatever occupies those first thoughts is where our trust has been first placed.
 God wants our trust, all of our trust, to be placed first and foremost in Him.
A Hebrew word for trust is:
aw-man'
A primitive root; properly to build up or support; to foster as a parent or nurse; to trust or believe, to go to the right hand:—hence assurance, believe, be faithful, steadfast, sure, trust.

The English definition of trust is: 1 a : assured reliance on the character, ability, strength, or truth of someone or something  b : one in which confidence is placed.
 God wants us to come to a place of assured reliance upon Him. Reliance upon His character, ability and strength….
   In 1983, the U.S.A. issued a postage stamp commemorating the building of the first steel bridge in America. It was built across the Mississippi River at St. Louis. 

 Many said it could not be built. They said it would never support its own weight. So James Eads, the builder, ordered fourteen locomotives to stop on the bridge all at once.   The people then trusted the bridge. They called it the eighth wonder of the world. 

 God has proven time and time again that He can be trusted! That He can bear every weight! Supply every need! Give us the strength of His sufficiency to overcome every trial.
 John Huss (Jan Hus) was born in Bohemia (now part of the Czech Republic) in about 1371. He received a master's degree from Charles University in Prague in 1396, became a professor of theology in 1398, was ordained to the priesthood in 1400, was made rector of the University in 1402, and in 1404 received a bachelor's degree in theology.

 In 1414 he was summoned to the Council of Constance, tried for heresy and On July 6, 1415, John Huss was taken to the place where he would be a martyr for the truth in which he believed. As he went to the stake to be burned alive, he was heard quoting Psalm 31:1 (KJV), "In thee, O Lord, do I put my trust; let me never be ashamed."
 John Huss didn’t first put his trust in the 5th circuit court of appeals or the governor of the land for a stay of execution but he placed his trust first in a far more sure thing….He placed His trust in God.

 Walking to the gallows he says:

In thee, O Lord, do I put my trust; let me never be ashamed

 All of the great men and women of Scripture have this one thing as a common thread that ties them all together….an ultimate trust in and reliance upon God first.

Solomon had it :
Proverbs 3:5-6 ( NIV ) 5    Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding;
6    in all your ways acknowledge him, and he will

 make your paths straight.
 The Prophet Isaiah had it:

Isaiah 12:2 ( NIV ) 2    Surely God is my salvation; 

 I will trust and not be afraid. The LORD, the LORD, is my strength and my song;  he has become my salvation.”
The prophet Nahum had it..

Nahum 1:7 ( NIV ) 7    The LORD is good, 

a refuge in times of trouble. He cares for those who trust in him…
 Jesus Himself encourage all who would take up their cross and follow Him to have it also
John 14:1 ( NIV ) 1“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God; trust also in me.  
In whom have you placed your ultimate trust this morning?

Have you used God as but a means to fill in the gaps around our science, technology, economics, business strategies, and other means of secular competence?

 Is God your first thought in your times of trial and tribulation or do you just allow Him into your situation when all else has failed?

If we have placed our first trust anywhere other than on God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit then our trust is misplaced and we fall into Asa’s folly.

John Calvin once said:

“There is no other method of living piously and justly than that of depending upon God.”

Have you come to depend upon God this morning?

Is it He who is your first trust, whom you come to first no matter what you may be facing in this life?

We can safely allow Him to be our first trust because He is trustworthy beyond any other!

