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TITLE:  OFFERINGS—“A Work Of Grace”

TEXT: Mal. 3:8-9; 2nd Co. 8:1-12 & 9:6-15; 1st Jn. 3:16-18

INTRODUCTION: This morning I want to expand on the message from two weeks ago. Last week we talked about the tithe. There were three main points that I brought up about the tithe.

#1. What it is---maw-as-ar= a tenth part or payment of a tenth part.

 #2. That the tithe is not a suggestion of God for the Christian but it is a command of God requiring our obedience if it is our desire to obey and please God.

 #3. what the tithe comes down to is a simple matter of trust. Do we trust God or not. Do we trust Him even in the area of our finances.. Do we trust that He will be faithful to His Word, faithful to His promises?

  I want to go back to part of the text that we used last week to begin with this morning..

Mala 3:8 (NIV) "Will a man rob God? Yet you rob me. 

"But you ask, `How do we rob you?' 

"In tithes and offerings. 

 Notice anything hear?

 God says, "In tithes and offerings. 

 How many of you have always thought that a tithe and an offering were basically the same thing?
 Well, they are not. They are actually two very different things.
 Two totally different Hebrew words are used here….

Tithe= {mah-as-ayr'} Talked about last week as being a tenth part or portion commanded by God and a matter of simple obedience and trust on our part…

The word used for offering here is:

08641 t@ruwmah {ter-oo-maw'} 

1a offering, a heave offering , contribution

1b) any offering to God, 

(grain, money, personal sacrifice of any kind)

 One of the main differences between the tithe and the offering is that, for the Christian, the tithe is a command of God and the offering is to be a free will gift.
 They are different in that one is actually commanded or required, if you will, and the other is optional, but yet they work very closely together…

One action helps spur on the other…

 This is the way that I believe God intended for tithes and offerings to work in our lives…

 The tithe God commanded. As we talked about last week the tithe is a simply act of obedience to God on our part.

 God said it, so to be obedient to Him we do it..

 This area of obedience to God, like all areas of obedience to God, has a promise attached for obeying..

 “Test me in this says the Lord Almighty and see if I will not throw open the flood gates of Heaven and poor out so much blessing upon you that you will not be able to contain it!”

 The tithe is a command and the promise attached to our being obedient is having the floodgates of Heaven opened upon our lives.
 The offering is not a command but it is to simply be our response to the Grace of God in our life … 

 With the tithe God proves Himself faithful to us. That He is true to the promises of His Word --and that should release us to even greater acts of giving.. 

Not because of commandment but because of relationship and that God has already proven Himself faithful to us..

  I want to give, not because God requires it of me, but because I have seen the grace and faithfulness of God in my life and I want to respond to that faithfulness and that grace…

 When we give an offering that in itself is an act of Gods grace working through us..
  There was a time when the Jewish Christians in Jerusalem were really struggling financially.

  Judaism is more then just a religion; it is a whole way of life.

 If a Jew renounced his faith and embraced Christ he was an outcast, not just from the Synagogue, the fellowship of worship, but from the larger Jewish community as a whole.

 Most often, a confessing Christian Jew would be shunned by all other Jews. If he was a businessman, all Jews would boycott his services…

  A Jewish Christian living in Jerusalem in Paul’s day would have had little or no means of financial support once then became a Christian and were shunned by the rest of the larger Jewish community, so many of these Christian families were finding themselves pretty destitute, some literally starving.

 So the Apostle Paul makes a plea to the Christians at Corinth -- to collect a love offering for their brothers and sisters in the faith who were struggling in Jerusalem.

 In his appeal to the Corinthian Church Paul tells them about the response of another group of Christians and their response in this time of need..

  2Cor 8:1 (NIV) And now, brothers, we want you to know about the grace that God has given the Macedonian churches. 

2 Out of the most severe trial, their overflowing joy and their extreme poverty welled up in rich generosity. 

3 For I testify that they gave as much as they were able, and even beyond their ability. Entirely on their own, 

4 they urgently pleaded with us for the privilege of sharing in this service to the saints. 

5 And they did not do as we expected, but they gave themselves first to the Lord and then to us in keeping with God's will. 

   Paul is about to take up a relief offering, a missions offering of sorts, from the Christians at Corinth to help with the poor in Jerusalem.

 The Corinthian’s, for the most part, are a pretty affluent people. At least they are not impoverished.

 Before he makes his plea Paul shares with them about the giving of another group of Christians…The Christians in Macedonia, known, not for their affluence, but for their poverty. Christians, who themselves were going through some pretty tough times.

Notice that Paul describes their act of giving as a work of Gods grace..

 2Cor 8:1 (NIV) And now, brothers, we want you to know about the grace that God has given the Macedonian churches. 

  What is the grace that had been given to the Macedonian Church’s?

2 Out of the most severe trial, their overflowing joy and their extreme poverty welled up in rich generosity. 

3 For I testify that they gave as much as they were able, and even beyond their ability. Entirely on their own,  4 they urgently pleaded with us for the privilege of sharing in this service to the saints. 

5 And they did not do as we expected, but they gave themselves first to the Lord and then to us in keeping with God's will. 

 Here we have a group of believers, who themselves were going through severe trial, who themselves were extremely impoverished, yet they responded to the needs of others in what Paul calls “rich generosity!”

 Paul testifies that they gave not just what they were able, but they gave beyond what they were able!

 They gave, not just of their excess but they gave of their substance, their very livelihood.

 And notice how Paul says that they gave it?

Entirely on their own!  they urgently pleaded with us for the privilege of sharing in this service to the saints. 

   More then likely Paul originally approached the struggling Macedonia Church’s, not for money for the poor in Jerusalem, but for prayer support for them.

Yet when they heard of this need it says that…

Entirely on their own they urgently pleaded with us for the privilege of sharing in this service to the saints. 

 The urgently pleaded with Paul!  Paul, please allow us to help out! They literally begged Paul to collect an offering among them to send to their brothers and sisters in Jerusalem that were going through such terrible times!

 It says that they looked at it as a privilege! An Honor!

Paul goes on to say…

5 And they did not do as we expected, but they gave themselves first to the Lord and then to us in keeping with God's will. 

 They gave, not just a gift of money, but they surpassed that! They gave themselves!  They gave themselves first to the Lord, they dedicated themselves unto the Lords service and then they dedicated their services to the Apostles themselves.

 Actually, in giving their services to the Apostles they were giving themselves to the work of the Lord.
 Paul, take our gift but what else can we do? How else can we help?

Their poverty no more impeded their generosity than their tribulation diminished their joy. This liberal giving by destitute Christians to fellow believers not personally known to them Paul traces to the influence of God’s grace…
 Or more accurately, their response to Gods grace in their lives..
 So Paul goes on and makes his plea to the Church at Corinth…

6 So we urged Titus, since he had earlier made a beginning, to bring also to completion this act of grace on your part. 

7 But just as you excel in everything--in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in complete earnestness and in your love for us--see that you also excel in this grace of giving. 

8 I am not commanding you, but I want to test the sincerity of your love by comparing it with the earnestness of others. 

9 For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so that you through his poverty might become rich. 

10 And here is my advice about what is best for you in this matter: Last year you were the first not only to give but also to have the desire to do so. 

11 Now finish the work, so that your eager willingness to do it may be matched by your completion of it, according to your means. 

12 For if the willingness is there, the gift is acceptable according to what one has, not according to what he does not have. 

 Again, the Corinthian’s were a sophisticated and affluent society. The Philosophers of the day would gather in the city and wax eloquent their philosophies on each other..
 For the most part they were a “well to do” people. At least they were not going through the trials and tribulations that the Macedonians and the Jerusalem Christians were going through.
 None of the sophisticated and sensitive Corinthians would have missed the implication of what Paul meant when he said “[we urged Titus ... to bring also to completion this act of grace on your part.].” 

  Unlike the Macedonians, the Corinthian’s were not facing persecution, nor were they in desperate financial straits themselves.

 How much more willing they ought to be to help out!

 Paul reminds them of their own action a year earlier…

Last year you were the first not only to give but also to have the desire to do so. 

 You see, God doesn’t merely want us to give but He wants us to have the desire to be giving!

12 For if the willingness is there, the gift is acceptable according to what one has, not according to what he does not have. 

 It is not the amount that we give that makes the gift acceptable to God but it is our willingness, our desire to give it that makes the gift acceptable as a sacrifice to God..
   Paul goes on to share some important truth’s about giving…

2Cor 9:6 (NIV) Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap generously. 

7 Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 

8 And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work. 

9 As it is written: "He has scattered abroad his gifts to the poor;  his righteousness endures forever." 

10 Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. 
11 You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God. 
12 This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of God's people but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God. 

13 Because of the service by which you have proved yourselves, men will praise God for the obedience that accompanies your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in sharing with them and with everyone else. 

14 And in their prayers for you their hearts will go out to you, because of the surpassing grace God has given you. 

15 Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift! 

  I have heard those that have tried to apply these verses of scripture, particularly v.7, to the tithe..

 7 Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give. 

  This is not referring to the tithe. The tithe is a specific amount established by God and it is commanded. The tithe is not subject to what each man has decided in his heart to give--God has already decided it-- A tithe, a tenth part or tenth portion.
 This is referring to the offering.. 7 Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 

  Then we have some important truths about our acts of giving…

#1.  9:6  Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap generously. 

A principle of nature itself…

 Example: Farming--you reap in proportion to what you sow..

  Your harvest will be in proportion to what you plant.
 Sow a few seeds and you will reap a small harvest..

Sow a lot of seed you will reap a large harvest.
 The same principle applies in our acts of giving…

  We will reap in direct proportion to what we sow…

Because of that fact, that spiritual truth…
7 Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion (because we feel we have to), for God loves a cheerful giver. 

And then Paul tells us of another all-important truth about our giving…
8 And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work. 

 God pours out His abundance of Grace upon our lives, His blessings upon our lives, not just to meet our own needs, but so that we can abound in every good work!

 God blesses us so that we can bless others….
10 (NIV) Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. 

   God gives us seed so we can sow it—not just stow it!

11 You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God. 

  Church, God blesses us so that we can take a portion of that blessing and bless others…
  Scripture describes our seed sowing; our blessing others with the blessings that God has given us, as a service to God..
12 This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of God's people but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God. 

13 Because of the service by which you have proved yourselves, men will praise God for the obedience that accompanies your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in sharing with them and with everyone else. 

14 And in their prayers for you their hearts will go out to you, because of the surpassing grace God has given you. 

15 Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift! 

  What is this indescribable gift that Paul thanks God for? The service to God that is being performed in helping meets the needs of others! The grace of giving!

 This grace of giving Scripture says will overflow in many expressions of thanks to God..
 As a Christian, our willingness, our desire to give to the needs of others is described as a way in which we prove the sincerity of our own faith.
  Our willingness and desire to give is described as the obedience that accompanies our confession of the Gospel of Christ.
  It is what shows the love of Christ to the world around us…
1Joh 3:16 (NIV) This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers. 

17 If anyone has material possessions and sees his brother in need but has no pity on him, how can the love of God be in him? 

18 Dear children, let us not love with words or tongue but with actions and in truth. 

Again, unlike the tithe, the offering is not commanded but it is to simply be our natural response to the grace of God upon our life…A way for us to: enlarge the harvest of our righteousness.

 This morning we are taking a special Christmas offering so underprivileged kids in Stockton Ca. can have a Christmas celebration and today we have an opportunity to express our love for others, not with mere words and tongue but with our actions, with our deeds..
 We have an opportunity today to increase our store of heavenly treasure and store up for ourselves treasure in Heaven where Scripture says that neither rust nor moth can destroy or where thief cannot break in and steal…

 We have the opportunity to help meet the physical and spiritual needs of people that we may never personally meet..

 We have the opportunity to give so that others may go out into parts of our world that we can’t personally go to with the Gospel message of Jesus Christ…
  We say that we have a love, a concern for the lost…

Today God is giving us the opportunity to express that love and concern by giving us this opportunity to give..
 It is not merely an opportunity for us to give to others but an opportunity for us to prove the sincerity of our faith, to serve God and be a representative of Jesus in the part of the world that He has placed us…

12 This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of God's people but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God. 

 What we find is that even the desire that we have to give is a gift from God!

So we can say along with the Apostle: Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift! 

Prayer- 

Christmas Offering

