FAITH THAT OVERCOMES

SCRIPTURE READINGS….

(1Jn 5:4-5
   4 For whatsoever is born of God iovercometh the world: and jthis is the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith. 5 Who is he that iovercometh the world, but jhe that believeth kthat Jesus is the Son of God?
OUR STUDY TOPIC IS…..

"FAITH IS THE VICTORY!"

INTRODUCTION
1. In his first epistle, John writes of victory in overcoming the 

   world... 
2. The "world" to which John refers are those things in the world that

   would separate us from God - cf. 

1Jn 2:15-17….15 eLove not the world, neither the things that are in the world. fIf any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 16 For all that is in the world, gthe lust of the flesh, and hthe lust of the eyes, and ithe pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world. 17 And kthe world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth lthe will of God abideth for ever.
THE THREE THINGS THAT JOHN MENTIONS THAT ARE VERY DESTRUCTIVE TO THE CHILD OF GOD…..
   a. The lust of the flesh (immorality, inordinate emotions)

   b. The lust of the eyes (materialism, greed, covetousness)

   c. The pride of life (vainglory, boasting, arrogance)

   -- These things can be summarized in one word:  SIN
3. There are other things in the world which can hinder our 

   relationship with God, such as...

   a. Anxiety           e. Discontentment

   b. Boredom           f. Fear

   c. Depression        g. Grief

   d. Despair           h. Loneliness

   -- 
      These emotional states of mind, when not caused by some organic 

      condition, are often the results of SIN as well (perhaps not 

      sinful action, per se, but sinful thinking)

4. For whatever is in the world that might hinder our relationship with

   God...

   a. There can be victory in overcoming the world!

   b. Such victory comes to those who believe that Jesus is the Son of

      God

   -- Yes, "Faith Is The Victory!"
5. In this series, I would like to examine how faith in Jesus enables

   one to overcome the world...

   a. With this lesson, we will define faith, and especially faith in

      Jesus as the Son of God

[According to John, victory in overcoming the world requires faith in

Jesus; 
So then it is important to know exactly what faith is...]

I. FAITH IN JESUS DEFINED
   A. FAITH IN GENERAL...
      1. As defined by Easton's Bible Dictionary:

         a. Faith is in general the persuasion of the mind that a 

            certain statement is true

         b. Its primary idea is trust

      2. It is a strong conviction or trust in something; 
He 11:1... Now faith is the * substance of things hoped for, athe evidence of bthings not seen.
         a. "Now faith is being sure of what we hope for..."
         b. "...and certain of what we do not see."

      3. E.g., you have faith that your parents are indeed your parents

         a. Based upon your trust or conviction in the reliability of

            their word

         b. Such trust prompts you to respond accordingly

   B. FAITH IN JESUS AS THE SON OF GOD...
      1. It is a strong conviction or trust in Jesus:

         a. Faith in Who Jesus is
            1) That He is who He claimed

            2) That He is truly the Son of the living God

         b. Faith in What Jesus did and is doing
            1) That He died on the cross for our sins

            2) That His death is truly a sufficient propitiation or

               sacrifice for our sins

            3) That He interceeds for us in heaven

         c. Faith in What Jesus said
            1) That He alone provides the way to eternal life

            2) That He alone is the way to God, the Father – 
    Jn 14:6-76 Jesus saith unto him, I am hthe way, ithe truth, and kthe life: no man cometh unto the Father, lbut by me. 7 mIf ye had known me, ye should have known my Father also: and from nhenceforth ye know him, and have seen him.…
      2. Peter professed this faith in Jesus – 
    Jn 6:68-69….68 Then oSimon Peter answered him, Lord, to whom shall we go? thou hast pthe words of eternal life. 69 oAnd we believe and are sure that thou art that Christ, qthe Son of rthe living God.
         a. That Jesus has the words of eternal life

         b. That Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God - cf. 
   Mt 16:15-16….15 He saith unto them, But whom say ye that I am? 16 And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, rthe Son of sthe living God.
      3. When a person has such faith in Jesus...

         a. They look to Jesus for the solution to any problem they 

            face

         b. They have trust and conviction that what He says is the

            right answer or solution

         c. They are willing to act with trust and conviction on His

            word - cf. 
   Lk 6:46….46 lAnd why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things which I say?
      4. For those with an active faith in Jesus, their lives are built

         on a solid foundation...

         a. Like a wise man who builds his house on a rock –

   Lk 6:47-49….47 Whosoever cometh to me, and mheareth my sayings, and doeth them, I will shew you to whom he is like: 48 He is like a man which built an house, and digged deep, and laid the foundation on a rock: and when the flood arose, the stream beat vehemently upon that house, and could not shake it: for it was founded upon a rock. 49 But he that heareth, and doeth not, is like a man that nwithout a foundation built an house nupon the earth; against which the stream did beat vehemently, and immediately it fell; and the ruin of that house was great.
         b. They are able to weather the storms of life, because their

            faith in Jesus has prompted them to prepare for whatever 

            comes their way!

[This is the kind of faith that overcomes the world!  The problem is 

that while many have a degree of faith to "hear" (listen) what Jesus 

said, most don't have sufficient faith to "do" (obey) what He says!

If we desire to have the kind of faith in Jesus that will help us 

overcome the world, how is it developed?  It is not as difficult as you

might think...]

II. FAITH IN JESUS DEVELOPED
   A. FAITH COMES FROM EVIDENCE...
      1. Many people believe that faith is something blind, that you 

         "just gotta believe"

         a. It is true that faith is often a strong conviction in 

            "things unseen" - cf.
He 11:1…..Now faith is the * substance of things hoped for, athe evidence of bthings not seen.
         b. But there are solid reasons for believing in what you 

            cannot see

            1) Just as you believe in George Washington, though you 

               have never seen him

            2) Just as you believe in who your parents are, though you

               can't remember who was there at your birth

      2. Other people believe that faith is some gift from God for a 

         select few

         a. It is true that in one sense faith is a "gift" from God 

    Ep 2:8; 8 For rby grace are ye saved sthrough faith; and that not of yourselves: tit is the gift of God:  
    Ro 12:3…3 For I say, mthrough the grace given unto me, to every man that is among you, nnot to think of himself more highly than he ought to think; but to think * soberly, oaccording as God hath dealt to every man pthe measure of faith. 

         b. But while faith owes its ultimate source to God, it is 

            available to all

1) For God desires all men to be saved – 
1Ti 2:3-6…3 iFor this is good and acceptable in the sight of kGod our Saviour; 4 lWho will have all men to be saved, and mto come unto the knowledge of the truth. 5 For nthere is one God, and one omediator between God and men, pthe man Christ Jesus; 6 qWho gave himself a ransom for all, * to be testified rin due time
            2) And He desires that which produces saving faith to be 

               proclaimed to all the nations – 
Ro 1:16; 16 For fI am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for git is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to hthe Jew ifirst, and also to hthe jGreek.  
16:25-26
      3. Faith comes from evidence provided by God Himself!

         a. God provided signs and wonders so that people might believe

            in His Son – 
Jn 5:36; 25 qNow to him that is of power rto stablish you saccording to my gospel, and the preaching of Jesus Christ, taccording to the revelation of the mystery, uwhich was kept secret since the world began, 26 vBut now tis made manifest, and wby the scriptures of the prophets, xaccording to the commandment of the everlasting God, made known to all nations yfor the obedience of faith:
10:37-38; 36 But I have bgreater witness than that of John: for bbthe works which cthe Father hath given me to finish, the same works that I do, bear witness of me, that ccthe Father hath sent me.
14:10-11…10 Believest thou not that qI am in the Father, and the Father in me? the words that I speak unto you rI speak not of myself: but the Father that dwelleth in me, she doeth the works. 11 Believe me that qI am in the Father, and the Father in me: tor else believe me for the very works’ sake.
 b. And so the apostles recorded these signs that we might 

            believe – 
Jn 20:30-31….30 tAnd many other usigns truly did Jesus in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book: 31 wBut these are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, xthe Son of God; and that believing yye might have life zthrough his name.
            1) Believe in Jesus as the Christ, the Son of God

            2) Through such faith to have "life" (i.e., victory over 

               the world!) in His name

         -- This leads us to the primary source of faith..

   B. FAITH COMES FROM THE WORD OF GOD...
      1. Even as Paul declared:  "So then faith comes by hearing, and 

         hearing by the word of God" – 
Ro 10:17….17 So then faith cometh by zhearing, and zhearing by the word of God.
         a. Faith (trust and conviction) is founded upon what the Word

            of God reveals

         b. This is especially true regarding faith in Jesus! - again 

            cf. 
Jn 20:30-31….30 tAnd many other usigns truly did Jesus in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book: 31 wBut these are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, xthe Son of God; and that believing yye might have life zthrough his name
      2. The Word of God produces faith in Jesus by the evidence it 

         provides; for example...

         a. The Messianic prophecies in the Old Testament

         b. His signs and wonders recorded in the Gospels

         c. The testimony of eyewitnesses in the Acts and epistles

         -- As one meditates upon the Word of God regarding Jesus, 

            faith is developed!

      3. Faith in Jesus that leads to victory must come from the Word 

         of God!

         a. The reason many people do not live victorious lives is a 

            lack of faith

         b. They have a weak faith because they do not read and study

            the Word of God!

         c. Not only is their faith weak, but they often don't even 

            know the teachings of Jesus that can help them to overcome

            the world!

CONCLUSION
1. I contend that faith in Jesus gives one the victory in overcoming

   the world...

   a. Whether it is overcoming sin which separates us from God

   b. Or it is overcoming sinful thinking that hinders our relationship

      with God

2. Victorious faith in Jesus comes from the Word of God...

   a. Which is why I cannot overemphasize the importance of feeding 

      upon it daily

      1) A lack of knowledge concerning God's word was Israel's 

         downfall – 
Hos 4:6….6 My people are * destroyed nfor lack of knowledge: 

Because thou hast rejected knowledge, 

I will also reject thee, that othou shalt be no priest to me: 

Seeing pthou hast forgotten the law of thy God, 

I will also forget thy children. 

      2) When people do not have access to His word, they are very weak

         - 
Am 8:11-14….11 Behold, the days come, saith the Lord God, 

That fI will send a famine in the land, 

Not a famine of bread, nor a thirst for water, 

But f

 HYPERLINK "http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Am%208.11-14" \l "footnote2#footnote2" gof hearing the words of the Lord: 

12 And hthey shall wander ifrom sea to sea, and from the north even to the east, 

They shall krun to and fro to seek the word of the Lord, and shall not find it. 

13 In that day shall the fair virgins and young men lfaint mfor thirst. 

14 nThey that swear by othe sin of pSamaria, 

And say, Thy god, qO Dan, liveth; 

And, rThe * manner of sBeer-sheba liveth; 

Even they shall fall, and never rise up again. 

      3) Even Jesus resorted to the Word of God to overcome temptation 

         - 
Mt 4:4…4 But he answered and said, It is written, dMan shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God.
,77 Jesus said to him, “It is written again, g‘You shall not 1tempt the Lord your God.’ ”
,11.. 11 Then the devil jleft Him, and behold, kangels came and ministered to Him.
   b. Why deprive yourself of the means that God has given to produce 

      saving faith? – 
Jm 1:21….21 Wherefore clay apart all filthiness and superfluity of c

 HYPERLINK "http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Jm%201.21" \l "footnote2#footnote2" dnaughtiness, and receive ewith meekness the fengrafted word, gwhich is able to save your souls.
