Weekly Devotional 11-06-2011 Who God is!
I want to talk this week about who God is. During my pondering this and who we think God is I decided to do some research. I found this website that had several references to who God is in the Bible. The link is: http://testallthings.com/2008/07/15/what-does-the-bible-say-about-god/
As good as this site is with the references there is one thing I feel should be applied during reading these scripture references while soaking in who God is. It is wrong, it is like playing Russian roulette when you just pick out one scripture and reference it. The one thing is you need to read the scripture in the entire context. Take for example “God works according to the counsel of His own will” Ephesians 1:11(toward the middle of the page above), this actually starts in Ephesians 1:3 with Paul declaring blessings upon God and Jesus Christ for what was done for us on the cross, Jesus death, burial, and resurrection and ends in 1:11. The resurrection of Christ is what gives us the hope of our resurrection from a life of eternal death. Verse 5 says, “Having predestined us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the good pleasure of His will.” AMEN, Hallelujah we are adopted, we are predestined to be adopted into the loving kindness “with all spiritual blessings in the heavenly places in Christ” (vs. 3). However there is a condition to this and that is we must choose Christ and choose to believe in Him. This is the free will that God has given us to make our own choices. Paul goes on in verse 6 to write and explain about “the glory of His grace,” we have grace because of what Christ did for us. We have the love of God! We have an inheritance that no inheritance on earth can measure up to. 
In verse 9 Paul wrote, “Having made known unto us the mystery of His will…purposed in Himself.” Wow, God the Creator of all of everything the air, space, time has allowed us to know His mystery by and through Christ. This mystery is not Christ the mystery is that with all the evil that has happened since the beginning of time the LOVE of God still has purpose, and He wants us with Him and has made this sacrifice for us to be with Him. He predestined it to happen from the beginning of time. He knew He would ultimately have to make a sacrifice to have us back in His bosom the way He began with Adam and Eve. 

Things God has been to me are:

 The times when I have been starring up at the millions of stars in the night’s sky with the warm breeze blowing and I think this is God, God is all those stars. 
There are the times when I have been walking out in the forest (Washington State) and all I could hear was the singing of the birds and the mating of the tree branches blowing in the wind and the sun shining through the trees in its entire splendor and I thought this is God. 
There are the times when I have been walking along the shore of the ocean with my feet in the sand and the water rolling up on my feet and along the beach and the sound it makes and I thought this is God. 
There are the times when I am driving down the road with the sun shining on my face and the warmth from the sun and I think this is God this warmth this sunshine this beautiful feeling. 
There are the times when I have just sat on the mountain and watch the sunset during all the different seasons and the changing of the sunsets and the glorious beauty of each and every one of them and I think this is God’s beauty this is God He is beautiful, He is glorious. It is amazing and mysterious how all this beauty can be created by One Being who just wants to love!!! He revealed His mystery to us in His love for us through Christ coming on the scene to redeem us once and forever!!!
So now I ask you what or who is God to you? 

Is God:

· Your Hedge
· Your Refuge
· Your Fortress
· Your Deliverer
· Your Defense
· Your Front and Rear Guard
· Your Stronghold
· Your Strength
· Your Rock
· Your Savior
· Your Light
God is every one of these also. All of these references are in the Psalms. I love Psalm 18:2-3 this Psalm is a song from David to God and I think it is one of the greatest out of all the Psalms. This Psalm is God, this Psalm is about love and guidance and protection all of the things God offers to us as long as we choose Him. (You can also find all of theses in the song of Moses Exodus 15. Did you know that you should have memorized the song of Moses just like you have Psalm 23? In Revelation it tells us that that is the song that will be sung when the saints go marching in). There can be nothing else in front of God not family, not your first love, not job, not earthly desires, not great achievements, nothing is more important that the One who gave you life, not your parents but God! This is the first commandment. Honor God first and foremost and show Him that you truly desire Him first and you will have accomplished nothing greater in your life!!
