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Another study looked at coronav at those with cultural norms or government policies
favoring mask-wearing had lower death rates.

Two compelling case reports also suggest that masks can prevent transmission in high-risk scenarios. In one case, a man flew from
China to Toronto and subsequently tested positive for COVID-19. He had a dry cough and wore a mask on the flight, and all 25
people closest to him on the flight tested negative for COVID-19. In another case, in late May, two hair stylists in Missouri had close
contact with 140 clients while sick with COVID-19. Everyone wore a mask and none of the clients tested positive.
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Another factor to remember, is that you could still catch the virus
through the membranes in your eyes, a risk that masking does not

eliminate.
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2 in a community where few people wear masks,

~you would still reduce your own chances of catching the virus by

wedaring a mask.
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STANDARD / CERTIFICATION

Surgical facemasks must conform to:
BS EN 14683:2019 or any equivalent standard
Medical face masks. Requirements and test methods

Surgical facemasks are medical devices covering the mouth, nose and chin, and
should be worn during any activities where there is a risk of blood, body fluids,
secretions or excretions splashing onto the wearer’s mouth or eyes.

All Type IIR facemasks must comply with the following:

e The mask must be marked as Type IIR;

Must have a splash resistance pressure equal to or greater than 120mm Hg;

Must provide a bacterial filtration efficiency (BFE) of 98% or above;

Must be single use;

Each mask must dispense from packaging individually;

Must be free from chemical smells, resulting from the manufacturing process,

which prevent the end user from breathing comfortably;

Must have no residue left from the manufacturing process on the finished product

which may lead to irritations on the skin;

e Must be close fitting in order to prevent venting (exhaled air ‘escaping’ at the
sides of the mask);

e The nose band must deform when pressed to mould over the nose and cheeks

and must maintain its shape over time; and

The nose band must not kink or break when adjusted.
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