CAN THE CHURCH PROVIDE RECREATION AND ENTERTAINMENT?


INT.


Many churches are zealously providing recreation and/or 


     entertainment today; the have their kitchens, fellowship hall,


     and athletic buildings


They seem to think that the end justifies the means; however,


     we can not do evil that good may come-Rm. 3:8


Can the church provide recreation and/or entertainment?


If not, why not?


1ST, IT IS NOT THE MISSION OF THE CHURCH


JESUS DID NOT COME TO ENTERTAIN-Lk. 19:10


The gospel is God’s power to save-Rm. 1:16


The mission of the church is to uphold, defend, and proclaim


     the truth which saves men’s souls-I Tim. 3:15


The church is to edify-Eph. 4:16


Webster’s New World Collegiate Dictionary defines the word


     “edify” as follows “to instruct in such a way as to improve,


     enlighten, or uplift morally and spiritually” “to build up;


     establish”


How is such to be accomplished?-Eph. 4:15; Acts 20:32


2ND, THERE IS NO AUTHORITY FOR IT


      A. WE MUST RESPECT THE SILENCE OF THE SCRIPTURES-I PET


                4:11; 2 Jn. 9-11


We are not to think of men above that which is written-I Cor. 4:6


SOME SAY, “IT IS NOT EXPRESSLY FORBIDDEN”


They are looking for: “The church cannot provide recreation &


     entertainment”


The Lord Stated the mission of the church, recreation and 


     entertainment is not part of that mission


The Lord stated only what He wanted, not all the things He does


     not want


The assumption that we can do whatever is not expressly forbidden


     opens the doors for anything under the sun


It opens the doors for instrumental music in worship, Ham and


    cheese in the observance of the Lord’s supper, counting beeds


    in prayer, praying to the virgin Mary


We are warned in 2 Jn. 9


IT IS TO PUT NO DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE HOLY AND THE


     COMMON-Ezek. 22:26


“HOLY” THINGS GOD AUTHORIZED-“PROFANE” THINGS 


     COMMON BECAUSE NOT AUTHORIZED


The Holy things under the Law were sanctified by the blood of


     animals-HEB. 9:18-22


Those things not sanctified by the blood was considered 


     “unholy,” “common,” “profane”


Now notice Heb. 9:23-24; Mt. 26:28


THE CHURCH PROVIDING RECREATION AND 


     ENTERTAINMENT IS NOT IN THE NEW TESTAMENT WHICH


     WAS SEALED BY THE BLOOD OF CHRIST-HEB. 9:16-18


All things used in God’s service must be sealed with the blood


THE CHURCH PROVIDING RECREATION AND 


     ENTERTAINMENT IS “COMMON” AND CANNOT BE PART


     OF THE WORK AND WORSHIP OF THE CHURCH


4TH, IT LEADS AWAY FROM SPIRITUALITY


IT SUBSTITUTES:


Food for the stomach for food for the soul


Play and laughter for whorsip and spiritual songs


Fun and frolic for meditation and prayer


PH. 3:19; 2 TIM. 3:4


5TH, THE KINGDOM OF GOD IS A SPIRITUAL KINGDOM-ROM.


      14:17; Jn. 18:36


“CHURCHES TODAY ARE MORE INTERESTED IN HEALING


     THE SORES ON LAZARUS, THAN CHANGING THE HEART OF


     THE RICH MAN”


“JESUS DIDN’T COME TO GET THE PEOPLE OUT OF THE


     SLUMS, BUT THE SLUMS OUT OF THE PEOPLE”


6TH, THE BIBLE TERM “FELLOWSHIP” IS NEVER USED IN  


       REFERENCE TO RECREATION AND ENTERTAINMENT


IT IS A SPIRITUAL FELLOWSHIP BASED ON GOSPEL


     TEACHING-I JN. 1:3-4


Jesus died on the cross to bring spiritual fellowship, not to bring


     people together to drink coffee, and eat donuts


Remember Paul’s words-I Cor. 11:34


The Lord’s church is not a social club, but a soul-saving 


     institution


7TH, CHURCH-FURNISHED ENTERTAINMENT AND 


        RECREATION HAS NOT ADDED TO THE GROWTH OF THE 


        CHURCHES GIVEN TO SUCH


BEMOANING THE FACT OF SLOW GROWTH, SOMEONE


     SAID, “MAYBE IT WOULD NOT BE OUT OF ORDER TO


     STOP COOKING IN OUR CHURCH KITCHENS; STOP 


     PLAYING IN OUT ATHLETIC BUILDINGS; AND CALL FOR


    AN OLD FASHIONED PRAYER MEETING, GETTING BACK 


    TO GOD, BACK TO THE BIBLE, ON FIRE WITH REAL LOVE


     IN OUR HEARTS FOR LOST SOULS”


THE ENTERTAINMENT PROJECTS GO OVER BIG FOR A 


     TIME, BUT IN THE FINAL ANALYSIS, THEY INTRODUCE


     WORLDLY THINGS INTO THE CHURCH


It encourages worldliness in the heart of people-I Jn. 3:15


8TH, IT IS NOT A NEW THING


SEVERAL YEARS AGO CHURCH-FURNISHED 


     ENTERTAINMENT WAS OPPOSED BY GOSPEL PREACHERS 


     IN TERMS NOBODY MISUNDERSTOOD


B. C. Goodpasture, in an editorial in the Gospel Advocate, May


     20, 1948 said, “It is not the mission of the church to furnish


     amusement for the world, or even for its own members..The 


                  church would come off a poor second, if it undertook to compete


                  with institutions established for the express purpose of 


                   entertaining people,  Only as the church become worly, as it 


                  pillows its head on the lap of Delilah, will it ant to turn from its


                  wanted course, to relatively unimportant matters.”


Old time gospel preachers would ridiculs the denominations by


     saying, “You have started a new office.”  When they asked ,


     What new office?” they replied “A church cook!”


CONCLUSION:


LET US SEEK THE OLD PATHS WHICH HAVE BEEN SET 


     FORTH BY OUR CREATOR, AND NOT THE WAYS OF OUR


     OWN DEVISING-Prov. 16:25; Jer. 6:16; Jn. 4:24


There is a way that is right and cannot be wrong, it is God’s 


     appointed way


