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A Note from the Executive Director

We were just about to walk out the door when I took the call. “I guess you are about to close for the day” said the caller. “I don’t know why I am calling…..I have an appointment at the abortion clinic tomorrow, and I guess I am struggling not to go over to the dark side”.  I have never had a caller refer to having an abortion as “going over to the dark side”.  This was a cry for help and a strong indication that she did not really want to abort her child.  When the young woman introduced herself, I immediately knew who she was.  She had called the center several times over the past few weeks and had even scheduled a few appointments.  She had not made any of her appointments and our nurse had been specifically praying that she would eventually come.  I quickly told Renee, our nurse, that the young woman was on the phone and she gladly agreed to stay late to see her.  She arrived a few minutes later full of fear and anxiety.  Renee was able to do an ultrasound and the young woman saw her 15 week old baby for the first time!  This was a very powerful experience for her, but the fear was still overwhelming.  She felt completely inadequate and ill-equipped to care for her child.  Renee talked with her about the possibility of adoption and she agreed to meet with someone from an agency.  Renee prayed with the young woman and promised to call her the next day.  When Renee called the woman told her that she was not going to the appointment at the abortion clinic and that she was going to choose life for her child!  She also asked if she could come back to the center for prayer!  Since that time she has returned to our center many times for prayer and support.  She has started seeing our counselor regularly, and is currently participating in our pre-natal classes.  She has returned to church and found a stable place to live.  She has also been meeting with a representative from an adoption agency and is strongly considering that option.  As I reflect upon this story, a passage from Deuteronomy comes to mind. “I have set before you life and death, blessings and curses. Therefore choose life…”  This woman knew that choosing abortion meant choosing darkness and ultimately choosing death. Darkness and light were clearly defined before her, but fear left her paralyzed.  It was her desperate cry for help to make the right choice that saved the life of her child.  I only hope that when I face similar scenarios in my own life that I will possess the humility and courage to cry out to Jesus for the strength to choose light over darkness.    
Our Stats
We have seen 312 new individuals in 2012 and had 925 appointments. We have performed 147 free pregnancy tests (121 positive and 26 negative).  We have counseled 50 women considering abortion.  We have provided 177 parents with food, diapers, clothing, formula etc.  We have helped 112 women find pre-natal care.  We have provided 65 women with professional counseling.  We have shared the gospel with 104 individuals, prayed with 276, and provided 238 with spiritual encouragement. We have cried with these women, laughed with them, and shared in their joys and sorrows.  All of it has been a privilege.  
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Tour de Life
	     Please mark your calendars for the Sixth Annual 
    Tour de Life  set for Mother’s Day Weekend 2013.  
                     We hope you can make it!


Thanks to the 2012 Baby Bottle Campaign Participants

	Covenant Christian Church       
	First Baptist Church Mandeville       
	St. Benedicts Catholic Church

	Faith Bible Church 
	St. Peters Catholic Church   
	St. Timothy United Methodist
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Our Board of Directors

	Mark Siverd, President
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	Debbie Wondergem
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	Drew Maliskas
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	Allison Jung
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Our Medical Advisor

Dr. Ted Guillory, Medical Director

