Thanks Deryk (apologies in advance for the lengthy e-mail). 
 

At last week's meeting the Executive Board endorsed all 10 of the Task and Finish Group recommendations with a slight amendment to recommendation 7 (underlined below) - the rationale for this amendment is contained within the minutes that Kevin Thomas send you earlier today. For ease of reference I've listed the agreed recommendations below.
 

Task and Finish Group's recommendations:
 
1.      The Task and Finish Group recommends that the Carer’s Strategy is revisited and that accessibility to services and information is treated as a key priority to ensure the needs of carers are adequately provided for. 

 
2.      The Task and Finish Group recommends that the Local Authority works with the voluntary sector to develop a strategy that combats isolation and loneliness in old age. 

 
3.      The Task and Finish Group recommends that the provision of communal areas should be integral to all new builds / developments to assist with the prevention of isolation and loneliness. 

 
4.      The Task and Finish Group recommends that an evaluation of the complementary community support services is completed, to establish the accessibility, quality, value for money and effectiveness of these services in maximising independence and safeguarding vulnerable adults. 

 
5.      The Task and Finish Group recommends that the Authority ensures full and comprehensive consultation with all stakeholders affected by any potential closure of a residential care home. 

 
6.      Where residents have formed friendships in residential care homes and express a wish to be relocated with friends, the Task and Finish Group recommends that priority consideration is given to ensuring these wishes are respected and friendship groups are maintained. 
 
7.      The Task and Finish Group recommends that consideration is given to the provision of residential care as well as extra care in any new builds/developments.
 

8.      The Task and Finish Group recommends that the proposal to build a new residential / extra care facility for the Amman and Gwendraeth area is accelerated; that a decision is taken regarding the proposed site; that the process of finding a partner is initiated; and that the existing homes remain open until the new facility is built. 

 
9.      In terms of the Llanelli area, The Task and Finish Group recommends that a full range of options are explored / developed for the Caemaen and St Paul’s sites. This will include seeking interests from other parties who could invest in the upgrade/redesign of the buildings and that all stakeholders are fully consulted on these options. 

 
10. The Task and Finish Group recommends that the proposal to build a new residential / extra care facility for the Towy, Teifi and Taf area is progressed; that a site is identified as soon as possible; that efforts to identify a partner are accelerated and that the existing homes remain open until the new facility is built (health and safety issues permitting). 

 

The Executive Board also took on board the Joint Scrutiny Committee's comments from the meeting on the 12th July:
 

1.      that implementation of the proposals set out in the ‘Independent Living for Future Generations’ must be subject to the outcome of the Welsh Government Independent Commission on Social Services and the subsequent White Paper to ensure that local developments complement the future national direction.   
2.      that, for consultation purposes, a breakdown of local authority care home running costs is prepared. 
 
3.      that representation is made to the Welsh Local Government Association about the future allocation of funding for social care services in Carmarthenshire.
 
4.      that the report be endorsed for consultation, and wherever possible the local authority move forward for the benefit of those who require its services, not withstanding resolution 1 above.
 

 

My understanding now, is that the Director of Social Care, Health and Housing (Bruce McLernon) and his colleagues are in the process of developing an options appraisal for Caemaen and St Pauls. Once this is complete, his officers will consult all stakeholders on these options (I think this consultation process will last 3 months) before coming to a final decision.
 

I've forwarded this e-mail onto Bruce so that he is aware of your correspondence. I'm afraid that I can't comment upon the Star's interpretation of the meeting - suffice to say that the minutes reflect my understanding of what was agreed.
 

Please ring me if you need any further information. Hope this helps.
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