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JULY 2013
Clarification of Guidance for Service Connection for Migraine Headaches
In the July 2013 VSCM Call, we directed that migraine headaches should be recognized as an organic disease of the nervous system and may be service connected if manifested to compensable level within a year after the date of separation from military service under the provisions of 38 C.F.R. § 3.309(a).

This guidance represents clarification of an existing regulation, rather than a liberalizing VA rule.  Therefore, 38 C.F.R. § 3.114 may not be applied to this guidance in determining an effective date if service connection for migraine headaches is granted on a presumptive basis under § 3.309(a).  The July 2013 guidance regarding migraine headaches is applicable to all pending and future claims with the general effective date rules under 38 C.F.R. § 3.400 to be applied in determining the effective date of any grant consistent with the facts of the case.
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