CONSIDER YOUR WAYS!

"DOES THE LORD'S HOUSE LIE IN RUINS?"

SCRIPTURES....Haggai 1:1-15
INTRODUCTION
1. About 600 years before Christ, Judah was taken captive to Babylon...

   a. Jerusalem with its temple was plundered and burned

   b. Seventy years later, the Jews were allowed to return

2. It was the Lord's intention that the Jews rebuild the temple...

   a. He stirred up Cyrus of Persia to let them do this - 

Ezr 1:1-5
   b. But once the people returned to Jerusalem, other things began to

      take precedence, OTHER THINGS BECAME MORE IMPORTANT TO THEM!!!

3. God then sent Haggai to the Jews with a simple message...

   a. The message was "Build the temple!"

   b. Beloved, The message has a strong application for the 
      church today and God wants to address the church today!!
I. HAGGAI'S MESSAGE TO ISRAEL WAS THE FOLLOWING..BECAUSE.....
   A. THE ATTITUDE OF THE JEWS WAS...

      1. "The time has not come for the Lord's house to be built"

 Hag 1:2-7

 Thus speaketh the Lord of hosts, saying, This people say, The time is not come, the time that the Lord's house should be built.3 Then came the word of the Lord by Haggai the prophet, saying,4 Is it time for you, O ye, to dwell in your ceiled houses, and this house lie waste?5 Now therefore thus saith the Lord of hosts; Consider your ways!!! .6 Ye have sown much, and bring in little; ye eat, but ye have not enough; ye drink, but ye are not filled with drink; ye clothe you, but there is none warm; and he that earneth wages earneth wages to put it into a bag with holes.7 Thus saith the Lord of hosts; Consider your ways !!!!
      2. Their reasoning for their thinking that it was not time to build the house of the Lord were the following....... 

Hag 1:3-4
         a. They were too busy building their own homes!

         b. They put building their own homes before the Lord's house!

         C. Their gain was far more important

         d. Building a financial estate was far more important to them.

         e. They were too busy with self indulgence that it made 

            God angry with them, in other words....
         f. Self was far more important that the weightier 

            matters concerning the Lords House!!!

   B. THE MESSAGE OF HAGGAI...

1. "Is it time to dwell in paneled homes while the temple lies in

ruins?" - Hag 1:4
      2. The Lord's challenge: "Consider your ways!" - Hag 1:5
         a. Things had not been going well with them.- Hag 1:6
         b. They should have been building the temple -Hag 1:7-8
      3. Because they had put building their homes before the Lord's

         house...

         a. They prospered little; and what little they had the 
            Lord blew it away -God told them through the prophet....

6 Ye have sown much, and bring in little; ye eat, but ye have not enough; ye drink, but ye are not filled with drink; ye clothe you, but there is none warm; and he that earneth wages earneth wages to put it into a bag with holes.
LISTEN TO GODS SPIRIT PEOPLE OF GOD!!!!!
MANY CHRISTIANS FIND THEMSELVES IN THIS PREDICAMENT BECAUSE THEY PUT THEMSELVES FIRST INSTEAD OF GOD!!
 Hag 1:9
         b. The Lord called for a drought in judgment upon them

            - Hag 1:10-11
[The preaching of Haggai proved successful; in reverence the people

obeyed and completed the construction of the temple (Hag 1:12-15).

But Since this was written for our admonition we need to 
                 CONSIDER OUR WAYS !!!!
today thus saith the Lord!!!! Does the same situation exist today!!!

THE BIBLE SAYS......

(1Co 10:11), 11 Now all these things happened unto them for examples: and they are written for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the world are come. 

II. HOW CAN HAGGAI'S APPLICATION BE BENEFICIAL TO THE CHURCH TODAY !!!!
BELOVED I BELIEVE THE TIME HAS COME FOR EVERY BELIEVER TO TAKE A GOOD LOOK YOUR STOCK AND INVENTORY AND SEE IF IT HAS NOT BEEN FOR THE LORD ALL THE GOODS AND STOCK YOU HAVE YOU OWE IT TO THE LORD!!! 

IT TOO SAY THE SAME THING......WE MUST ... CONSIDER OUR WAYS !!!
   A.  BELOVED, DO WE FACE A SIMILAR TASK...

      1. GOD IS Not TALKING ABOUT the building of a physical structure.
         a. For God does not dwell in temples made with hands - 

Ac 17:24
         b. The temple of God is now the church !!
1Co 1:2; 3:16-17
      2. It is a spiritual structure, God's temple is still undergoing

         construction

         a. The foundation is the work of Jesus, apostles and prophets

            - 
Ep 2:19-22
         b. It grows as people are converted by the preaching of the

            gospel - 
1Co 3:5-9
         c. It grows internally as those converted do their part - 
Ep 4:15-16

      -- So we too have a similar task to "Build the temple!" (a never-

         ending task)

   B. BELOVED, I ALSO BELIEVE THAT HAGGAI'S MESSAGE IS VERY 
      APPLICABLE...to us today!!!
      THE MAIN QUESTION TO ASK IS ........
      1. Does the Lord's house lie in ruins, while we run to our own

         homes?

         a. Beloved, The Lord's house (the church) does lie in ruins if
            we...

            1) Allow other things to keep us from doing our part to

               evangelize the lost.  
            2) Neglect to do our part in edifying the body of Christ

         b. Whatever our abilities and opportunities, we each have a

            responsibility in the building of the Lord's house today.
            Minister Jones mentioned two Sundays ago that we all 

            have different ministries AND DIFFERENT CALLINGS AND 

            THIS MINISTER ECHOES HER SENTIMENT.....

            1) It may involve teaching or serving - 
Ro 12:3-8; 
1Pe 4:10-11

            2) It may involve going or being sent - 
Ro 10:14-15
c. Through exercising our abilities we can build the temple of

   God today; otherwise the Lord's house will lie in ruins!!!!!
    SO TODAY I AM SUMMONED BY GODS SPIRIT TO ASK THE CHURCH........ 
 2. Is it time to dwell in paneled homes, and let the Lord's house

         lie in ruin? TIME FOR SELF EXAMINATION AS A CHILD OF GOD!!
         a. Evidently some think so, if they say:  "I will serve the

            Lord as soon as I..."

            1) "...finish my schooling"

            2) "...get on top of the responsibilities of my job"

            3) "...raise my children"
            4) '...RETIRE FROM WORK!

            5) "...FINISH PAYING OFF MY HOUSE.

         b. In each case, is not the bottom line the same?

            1) The Lord's house lies in ruin

            2) While we go about our own way with our own lives
         c. In Haggai's day, it was not time to put other things before

            the Lord's house; nor is it time to do so today!

            1) We must put the kingdom of God first - Mt 6:33
            2) We must put the Lord first - 
Mt 10:37-39
      3. I BELIEVE we too need to... CONSIDER OUR WAYS.!!
         a. Are things not going the way they should?

            1) Perhaps there is a divine reason for the "drought" 

               in our lives?

            2) Perhaps the Lord in His providence is telling us

               something!

         b. Listen, If we will put the Lord and His kingdom 
            (house) first...I believe,
            1) God will provide for all our necessities - 
Mt 6:31-33
            2) God will multiply our seed for sowing. 
2Co 9:6-11
         c. If we neglect the Lord's work...

            1) We won't have God's providence helping us

            2) We may even experience God's loving discipline. 
Hag 1:9-11; 
1Co 11:31-32; 
He 12:5-11
CONCLUSION
1. We saw that the Jews took to heart the message of Haggai - 
Hag 1:12
2. HOWEVER, What I did not stress was the Lord's response:GOD TOLD THE

   JEWS....THE SAME HE TOLD MOSES.....
       "I am with you, says the LORD." (Hag 1:13)

   a. The phrase "I am with you" is interesting

   b. It is the same promise made by Jesus in the Great Commission

      - Mt 28:18-20
3. YOU SEE,  we have the assurance that if we observe all that Christ

   commanded...

   a. He will be with us always

   b. Even as God was with Israel

Yet this blessed assurance is for those who do not let the Lord's house

lie in ruins while they dwell in paneled homes.  Are you doing your part to build the Lord's house?
SO TODAYS..GOD IS SAYING TO ALL OF US....

"CONSIDER OUR WAYS" 
