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TITLE: What Now?
TEXT: Gen. 2:24-25; Mt. 19:4-6; Ro. 1:18-32; Lev. 18:22;
1 co. 6:9-11; 1 Tim. 1:8-11; Jude 1:6-7; Jn. 3:20; Gal. 6:1;

2 Chron. 7:13-15

INTRODUCTION: Last week the United States Supreme Court issued a ruling that has made same sex marriage legal in all 50 states. This court did much the same thing that this some judicial body did in 1973 with the decision in Roe Vs. Wade making abortion, the killing of our unborn children, legal In the United States. 
 On what grounds did the court allow same sex marriage legal? They said on Constitutional grounds even though marriage is nowhere mentioned in the Constitution.  

 The framers of the Constitution did provide for things not specifically listed in the constitution in the 10th amendment.

 The 10th Amendment plainly states that “the powers not delegated to the United States by the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the States, are reserved to the States respectively, or to the people.” 
 So the issue of same sex marriage should have been left up to the people and the States individually....
 I believe the fatal flaw in the courts reasoning is that homosexuality is not a definition of who someone is but it is defined by what a person does.

 If you remove the act of sex out of homosexual behavior and what remains? Nothing…..

 Homosexuality is defined by what a person does not by who a person is.

 You can test a person’s blood and it will tell definitively if they are male or female.

 There is no such test to determine if someone is gay or not.

 The reason is because we are simply either male of female…

  As an American male of female they have the exact same rights that we all do. What they have now obtained is special rights, not determined by personhood but determined by sexual preference.

 In regards to the Courts ruling…

If someone said light is really darkness it would not make it true just because they said so….regardless of what these 5 men in black robes say the fact remains that there is no such thing as same sex marriage from a Christian perspective…They can call it marriage but it will never really be marriage.

 Scripture defines marriage in:

Genesis 2:24-25 (NIV) 
24 For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and they will become one flesh. 
25 The man and his wife were both naked, and they felt no shame. 
  Some thoughts by Joel Rosenberg…

 The Court’s ruling forces 320 million Americans to embrace overnight a radical reengineering of the entire social compact of marriage that even some of the nation’s most liberal political leaders strongly opposed just a few years ago. For more than 5,000 years, Judeo-Christian civilization has been built on the definition of marriage as one man and one woman in a sacred compact before God, creating a family that can bear children and raise them with the loving care of a father and a mother. Now, five unelected Justices of the Court are undermining the fundamental building block of healthy, stable Western civilization with no idea what the down-stream implications and ramifications will be. 
 
Until recently, even some of America’s most liberal political leaders were opposed to this radical social experiment.
 “I believe marriage is between a man and a woman. I am not in favor of gay marriage,” then-Senator Barack Obama said on MTV during the 2008 presidential campaign. 
 “Marriage has historic, religious and moral content that goes back to the beginning of time, and I think a marriage is as a marriage has always been, between a man and a woman,” said Hillary Clinton in 1999...
 .Obviously, both President Obama and Mrs. Clinton have since changed their positions. In doing so, they and the five Supreme Court Justices who back their position are now putting people who still hold the position they once professed to hold in the position of being attacked as “bigots” and “haters” and “civil rights violators.” 

 And now the Court’s ruling opens the door for a frontal and massive assault on religious liberty. Christians all over the country who hold to the Biblical definition of marriage are beginning to be taken to court and fined -- some are even in danger of losing their businesses and their homes -- if they do not agree to bake cakes for same-sex weddings, or cater such weddings, or take photographs at such weddings, and so forth they are taken to court.

. 
 Other Americans are being subjected to government-mandated “sensitivity training” for not helping homosexuals celebrate their lifestyle.
  Still other Americans are being fired from their jobs for holding and teaching the Biblical principles of marriage....
 The assaults on religious freedoms that are happening with growing frequency at the local and state level could now explode at the national level.... 

Most troubling, the Court has acted in direct and brazen defiance of the Word of God -- and as painful as it is to say it, this will likely accelerate us towards judgment if America does not soon change course. 

 
 God, not government, created marriage. Indeed, God defined marriage in the very first book of the Bible as a sacred union between one man and one woman. 
 In the New Testament, the Lord Jesus Christ reaffirmed this Biblical definition of marriage. Jesus said, Matthew 19:4-6) “‘Have you not read that He who created them from the beginning made them male and female, and said, “For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh”? So they are no longer two, but one flesh. What therefore God has joined together, let no man separate.'” 

 Nevertheless, five unelected Justices have willfully moved to redefine what the Lord God Almighty Himself ordained. 
 At the same time, over 50% of Americans tell pollsters that they support the legalization of same-sex marriage, up from about 12% who felt that way in in 1988 (and up sharply just in the past few years). Thus, while these five Justices bear much responsibility, they are actually acting in the will of over 5-out-of-ten Americans. 

 Tragically, this is not the first time the Court has gotten a major policy issue wrong, or the first time it has acted in defiance of the Word of God. In 1973, the Court ruled in the Roe v. Wade abortion case that Americans had a Constitutionally-protected right to murder their unborn children. This was a morally unconscionably decision which has led directly to the death of more than 60 million children as well as terrible emotional and spiritual pain and suffering for millions of women. 
 The Court’s decision to undermine Biblical marriage and attack religious liberty will also lead to great sadness and suffering, not freedom and joy as its supporters contend. 

 The members of the Supreme Court have forgotten they are not truly the highest or “supreme” court in the land.   There is a higher authority, and there is a grave cost to defying the Supreme Judge of the universe. 

 In Romans 1:18-32, the Apostle Paul warns societies that turn away from God and His Word. 
Romans 1:18-32 (NIV) 
18 The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all the godlessness and wickedness of men who suppress the truth by their wickedness, 
19 since what may be known about God is plain to them, because God has made it plain to them. 
20 For since the creation of the world God's invisible qualities--his eternal power and divine nature--have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that men are without excuse. 
21 For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave thanks to him, but their thinking became futile and their foolish hearts were darkened. 
22 Although they claimed to be wise, they became fools 
23 and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images made to look like mortal man and birds and animals and reptiles. 
24 Therefore God gave them over in the sinful desires of their hearts to sexual impurity for the degrading of their bodies with one another. 
25 They exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and worshiped and served created things rather than the Creator--who is forever praised. Amen. 
26 Because of this, God gave them over to shameful lusts. Even their women exchanged natural relations for unnatural ones. 
27 In the same way the men also abandoned natural relations with women and were inflamed with lust for one another. Men committed indecent acts with other men, and received in themselves the due penalty for their perversion. 
28 Furthermore, since they did not think it worthwhile to retain the knowledge of God, he gave them over to a depraved mind, to do what ought not to be done. 

29 They have become filled with every kind of wickedness, evil, greed and depravity. They are full of envy, murder, strife, deceit and malice. They are gossips, 
30 slanderers, God-haters, insolent, arrogant and boastful; they invent ways of doing evil; they disobey their parents; 
31 they are senseless, faithless, heartless, ruthless. 
32 Although they know God's righteous decree that those who do such things deserve death, they not only continue to do these very things but also approve of those who practice them. 

  Three times in this passage, the Apostle warns that God will allow societies that rebel against Him to slide deep into heterosexual and homosexual sin, along with many other sinful practices. Indeed, God vows to turn such societies over to debauchery if they will not repent, and He warns that such societies will, in time, face judgment and the “wrath of God.”
 So, What Now?
 What is to be the Churches response? 

 I will guarantee you of one thing. The homosexual lobby, the political activism portion of the promotion of the homosexual agenda is not done..

 The right to marry is not, nor has it ever been the big prize, the ultimate goal.

 If it were than there would be a lot higher rate of same sex marriages within the gay community in the states where it has been legal for several years. Best available estimate that I could find was somewhere around 1-2%.
 In countries where gay marriage has been legal for years such as the Netherlands the marriage rate among gays is only between 1 and 5 percent.

 So if marriage is not  the big prize what is?

 He ultimate prize is Silencing you and I as the Church….

Scriptures list homosexual behavior as a Sexual sin.

Leviticus 18:22 (NIV) 
22 "'Do not lie with a man as one lies with a woman; that is detestable. 

1 Corinthians 6:9-11 (NIV) 
9 Do you not know that the wicked will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived: Neither the sexually immoral nor idolaters nor adulterers nor male prostitutes nor homosexual offenders 
10 nor thieves nor the greedy nor drunkards nor slanderers nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God. 
11 And that is what some of you were. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God. 
1 Timothy 1:8-11 (NASB) 
8 But we know that the Law is good, if one uses it lawfully, 
9 realizing the fact that law is not made for a righteous person, but for those who are lawless and rebellious, for the ungodly and sinners, for the unholy and profane, for those who kill their fathers or mothers, for murderers 
10 and immoral men and homosexuals and kidnappers and liars and perjurers, and whatever else is contrary to sound teaching, 
11 according to the glorious gospel of the blessed God, with which I have been entrusted. 

Jude 1:6-7 (ISV) 
6 He has also held in eternal chains those angels who did not keep their own position but abandoned their assigned place. They are held in deepest darkness for judgment on the great day. 
7 Likewise, Sodom and Gomorrah and the cities near them, which like them committed sexual sins and engaged in homosexual activities, serve as an example of the punishment of eternal fire. 

In Scripture homosexuality is listed as a sexual sin. No better or NO worse than any other sexual sin.
 Adultery is a sexual sin. Fornication is a sexual sin. Bestiality is a sexual sin, pedophilia is a sexual sin  and homosexual behavior is a sexual sin.

 One is no better or any worse than the other but all are the exact same in the eyes of God.

 To be fair, there are many Churches that  have stood very strong against homosexual sin but have remained more silent on heterosexual sins.

 Many that will preach on the evils of homosexuality while the adulterers and fornicators sit among them saying amen.

 To call out one sin while ignoring others is what causes the Church to lose its moral authority in our world and gives license for the non-believer to point out the Church’s hypocrisy.

 So the court has ruled and by its ruling all hell is about to be unleashed against the Church and people of faith. 

 Maybe not today or tomorrow but it will soon be coming.

Again, the gay lobby will not be satisfied until they can silence their last main opposition which is the Church.

I will guarantee you that the day is fast approaching when the scriptures that I read this morning will be defined as hate speech by some and pastors and churches will be drug into court for simply preaching the full gospel.

 Before long you will see Churches that refuse to do same sex weddings will also be drug into court as practicing discrimination.

Why is the Gay lobby so adamant on eventually silencing the Church?

My personal belief is this. Because what they do is not right with God and way down deep inside they know it. And the Church, the preaching of the Word of God, produces a light that reveals the darkness within.

John 3:20 (NIV) 
20 Everyone who does evil hates the light, and will not come into the light for fear that his deeds will be exposed. 
 No one likes to live under conviction, especially conviction caused by one’s own actions.
 So we will either do what is necessary to end that conviction by repenting or relenting from the behavior that is causing the conviction or we will try to do away with that which is casting a light on our behavior.

 As a political entity the gay lobby has chosen the latter…To try to silence their last obstacle in a more and more secular society, strive to ultimately silent the Church.

 But even then they will find that they will never escape this deep down conviction about what they do because it still transgresses God moral law.

  So how should we the Church respond? Now that the court has made same sex marriage the law of the land?
 With love! 

 But first let me tell you what is not  love …

Acceptance of sin is not showing love… Standing back and watching someone do something that will keep them separate from God where they end up eternally lost is not love.

 As a parent If you have a child who is doing something that will prove to be harmful to them will you set back and just let them do it? If you do that is not love!
Galatians 6:1 (NIV) 
1 Brothers, if someone is caught in a sin, you who are spiritual should restore him gently. But watch yourself, or you also may be tempted. 
1 Brothers, if someone is caught in a sin, you who are spiritual should restore him gently.
 There is nothing gentler than living out a Christ like life in front of people and sharing the Gospel of Jesus Christ with therm. There is no greater act of love that we can ever give.

  You and I will never be able to convince anyone caught up in a destructive life style to repent of that errant lifestyle—But God can…..

 We just need to be providing an atmosphere where God can work. 
1 Corinthians 6:9-11 (NIV) 
9 Do you not know that the wicked will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived: Neither the sexually immoral nor idolaters nor adulterers nor male prostitutes nor homosexual offenders 
10 nor thieves nor the greedy nor drunkards nor slanderers nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God. 
11 And that is what some of you were. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God. 
 There is something that bothers me a lot more than an activist Supreme Court that has time and time again acted outside of its authority and in essence passed laws going around the legislature and the will of the American people..

 There is something that bothers me more than their latest decision making same sex marriage legal across America.

 What bothers me most is the society we have become that makes such rulings possible and acceptable with many people .

 Just 20 years ago this simply would not have happened….The American people would not have stood for it. No Judge would have contemplated it.
 There has been no nation in the history of mankind that has crossed this line and survived as a nation….

 From removal of God from our schools and public places to making it legal to kill our unborn children to now going totally against Gods holy order for the human family by  society making it legal for 2 people of the same gender to marry.

 No other nation has fallen this far down the social ladder without facing the judgement of God.

 Is there even a hope left for our nation today? Or like Sodom and Gomorrah, like Old Testimony Israel during the Babylonian captivity and ancient Rome are we doomed to the same fate as them….Total destruction as a nation…

 Is there still any hope left? 
 Yes, I believe there is and it lays only one place and that is with you and I as the Church of Jesus Christ.
2 Chronicles 7:13-15 (NIV) 
13 "When I shut up the heavens so that there is no rain, or command locusts to devour the land or send a plague among my people, 
14 if my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then will I hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal their land. 
15 Now my eyes will be open and my ears attentive to the prayers offered in this place. 
If my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then will I hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal their land. 

  If there was ever a time for the Church to humble themselves before God and to pray it is now!
  And not just prayer but humbling ourselves before God, and seeking His face and turning from our wicked ways.

If we do then we have a sure promise of God--- then will I hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal their land. 
 If we are to ever see our nation get back on a right track with God it has to first has to start with us, the Church.
 If there is any hope of changing the direction of our nation from the current path toward destruction it is currently on to a path back to God it has to first start with us.
The Founders of our republic understood this very well…
 George Mason, the Father of our Bill of Rights once insightfully said this:                                                                             As nations cannot be rewarded or punished in the next world they must be in this by an inevitable chain of causes and effects Providence punishes national sins by national calamities.
 Are we really so arrogant as Americans that we think God will never judge us for our sins as a Nation?

 If God is a just God (and He is) He has to……

So any hope left for our nation’s survival I firmly believe  rest with us as a people of God.
If my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then will I hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal their land. 
 

 Will we do what is necessary to help bring healing to our land? Or will we just sit back and watch it slide down the path of irrelevance and  very possibly even destruction.
The choice is up to us….I believe our nations very survival depends on how we the Church now responds.

So, how will you, how will I respond?
 Starting next Sunday we are starting a Sunday night prayer time.   It’s primary focus will be on praying for our nation. Pleading with God to send a Spirit of revival to America. To give us one more great awakening before it is too late.

 This will not be a time of fellowship but a time of prayer…

As of now we will try doing it from 5 to 6 on Sunday evenings.

I believe that this is the last and only hope for our nation as we know it.

