TRANSFORMED BY THE POWER OF THE RESURRECTION

Today is Easter Sunday &, as Christians, we have gathered to celebrate the resurrection of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
But even as we celebrate, our hearts are heavy with the realization that much is wrong with not only our communities but also our world. Unrelenting hatred seems to rule supreme in the hearts & lives of so many & the fruits of terror are all too evident around us.
Before I give you what God has placed in my spirit, I’d like to take a few moments to give you a brief story…..

The Mother and Her Son…

 I’m sure none of us can even begin to understand how she may have felt."

 Perhaps not, but some who walked the pages of the N.T. would have understood how she felt because they experienced the same emotions themselves. 
One day they watched their best friend & teacher being nailed to a cross. 
1. They witnessed His pain as He cried out, "I thirst!" & "My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?"

2. They listened as finally He bowed His head & said, "It is finished!" 
3.  But They also heard him say…"Father, into thy hands I commit my spirit." 
4. They watched as His torn and devastated body was taken from the cross & buried in a borrowed tomb.
5. All their hopes, all the promises & dreams were buried with Him. 

6. Friday & all day Saturday they mourned, until finally, on "the first day of the week, very early in the morning," the scripture says, some women made their way along the path that led to His tomb, wondering within themselves who would roll away the stone for them so that they can anoint the body with perfumes and other very expensive ointments.

But when they arrived, they found that the stone had already been rolled away. And an angel there told them, "You’re looking in the wrong place. You’re looking for Jesus among the dead. He is not dead. He is alive. He is risen, even as He said!"

"He is risen!" He is Risen! He is Risen! He is Risen!  He is Risen!  Tell the person next to you He is Risen!....

7. That is what we celebrate this morning. 
8. Beloved, When all the evidence is in we’re convinced that Jesus is alive. He is risen from the dead, & what a difference His resurrection has made!


9. B. The 15th chapter of 1 Corinthians is the great resurrection chapter of the Bible. In vs’s 1-11 Paul writes, 

“Now, brothers, I want to remind you of the gospel I preached to you, which you received & on which you have taken your stand. By this gospel you are saved, if you hold firmly to the word I preached to you. Otherwise, you have believed in vain. 

“For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, that He was buried, that He was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, & that He appeared to Peter, & then to the 12. 

"After that, He appeared to more than 500 of the brothers at the same time, most of whom are still living, though some have fallen asleep. Then He appeared to James, then to all the apostles, & last of all He appeared to me also.”

10. Beloved, with that introduction, Paul goes on to present a tremendous testimony to the resurrection of Jesus. 
11. Then he turns his attention to us and says…. 51Behold, I shew you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, 52In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 53For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality. 54So when this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and this mortal shall have put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written, Death is swallowed up in victory. 55O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory? 1 Corin.[15:51-52]..
12. It is with those words ringing in our ears, that we must consider some of the changes, and some of the transformations, that the resurrection of Jesus has already made.
This Morning I want us to consider the following….. 

I. THE TRANSFORMATIONS OF THE CROSS & THE TOMB

First of all….. 

A. Before His resurrection, the cross was known only as an instrument of horrible death, rough wood soaked with human blood. So terrible was this form of execution that the Roman Empire prohibited the crucifixion of Roman citizens. Crucifixion was only for the worst of slaves & enemies of the empire. Today because of humane reasons we use lethal injections to apply death to criminal!

Today also, because of His resurrection, we wear a replica of the cross as a piece of jewelry, a thing of beauty, for all around the world the cross is seen as a symbol of hope, & a reminder of God’s love for us.

B. And what about His tomb? Before the resurrection, for most of the world, the grave was looked upon as the final chapter, the closing of a great door, the end of everything.

But because of His resurrection, we can rejoice today that beyond death is where life really begins, & it will never end. That should make us wonder, doesn’t it, why we spend so much time worrying & fretting about material things?


 Dale Evans once said, "I spent most of my life searching for the pot of gold at the end of the rainbow. Then I finally found it at the foot of the cross."

All our lives, it seems, we work & struggle to accumulate things that we think are important. But when we’re dealing with death & what happens after death, then all these things seem so unimportant, so inconsequential. 
What difference does it really make what kind of car we drive? Or what kind of house we live in? Or what clothes we wear? If we’re talking about eternity, then what difference do things really make?

For on one side of the resurrection, everything we see is temporary. Only the things we cannot see are eternal.
What a difference the resurrection makes! 

II. THE TRANSFORMATION OF TIME

Then there is the transformation of time. Before the resurrection, time was a limited thing. The Bible talks about the breath of life that we have in our nostrils, & then it is gone. And there is no promise that when we exhale that we will inhale again. Life is brief indeed.

ILL. Sometimes when I’m shaving in the morning, I look in the mirror & think, "My goodness, I look old, but with a good night’s sleep tonight, maybe I’ll look better tomorrow." Then I hear a still, small voice saying, "Don’t count on it. This is the best it’s ever going to be!" 

That’s rather discouraging, isn’t it? You see, time is slipping by. It’s going so fast that it’s hard to hold on to anything, isn’t it? On one side of the resurrection, time is brief.

 But on the other side there is Jesus Christ & eternity, & that changes the whole purpose, panorama & meaning of our life.

III. THE TRANSFORMATION OF LIFE

A. Then there is the transformation of life, itself. Have you been listening to the messages of the world lately? Have you been hearing the voices of hopelessness & despair that seem to be so obviously today?

Suddenly we have become so painfully & personally aware of the presence of terrorism on our planet. The men & women of our armed forces are spread across the globe engaged in what will undoubtedly be a prolonged battle against the forces of hatred & evil. And the conflict between Israelis & Palestinians continues on & on. 

There are diseases for which we have no cures. There are problems in the home. Children are being abused. People are sleeping on the streets. Murder is rampant, crimes and violence is up, jails are overpopulated, living out on a survival mode  is getting more and more difficult, money doesn’t like what it used to, tyranny is on the rise.

If you watch & listen very long, you can be filled with despair, And if the only hope that we have is the hope that this world offers, we have no hope because the message of this world is gloom and doom added to despair.

In contrast, to all of this, Jesus said, "I have come to bring you life, & that more abundantly, to show you how to live, to bring you hope & joy & peace & love, to give you a reason for living." 

To SUM it up…... Even if life is wracked with pain, even if there is loneliness & sorrow, you’ll be able to go on, you’ll find the strength that comes through Jesus & the power of His resurrection. 

Praise the Lord!!  Praise the Lord!!!

IV. THE TRANSFORMATION OF DEATH

Finally, there is the transformation of death.
1. Before the resurrection, death was the end. 
2. Before the resurrection, death was the final curtain call. 
3. Before the resurrection, all we could do is mourn as those who have no hope.


4. But after the resurrection, when someone dies, we mourn because we have lost a loved one. 
5. But we as Christians mourn as people who have great hope because Jesus Christ is alive, & the promise of Scripture is that if He is alive, then we, too, can live forever. 
6. Our sins are forgiven by His shed blood, & we have the promise of everlasting life. 
7. You see,  It transforms the whole concept of death itself.

 The Summary of this message of Hope is the following…
8.  Paul wrote, "O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory?"
9.  "Thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through Jesus Christ, our Lord." You see, the resurrection of Jesus Christ is our only hope to life and it sure makes the difference in our lives.

IN CONCLUSSION…... 
10. Before, things seemed so important.
11. But now they have become pretty insignificant. 
12. Before, time was so limited. 
13. But now there is all eternity. 
14. Before, life was filled with despair. 
15. But now it has purpose & direction & meaning. 
16. Before, death was the end. 
17. But now it is the beginning.

SO IN CLOSING….Whatever your decision may be this morning, we offer His invitation, & we pray that you will respond to it as we stand & as we OPEN THE ALTAR AND SING TOGETHER…
18. BECAUSE HE LIVES…..I CAN FACE TOMORROW…... 
